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AGENDA ITEM I - CALL TO ORDER at 8:30 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM I(A) - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(Pledge led by Chair Cabral.)

AGENDA ITEM I(B) - ROLL CALL

(All Commissioners present.)

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you, Vicki.

        Okay.  The first thing I'd like to do is welcome 

some local dignitaries. 

        First off, John Wentworth from the Mammoth Lakes 

Town Council. 

        John, are you here yet?  Okay.  Could you stand 

up, please. 

        JOHN WENTWORTH:  Thank you.  Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Welcome.

        JOHN WENTWORTH:  Yeah, thank you.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Great to have you all here. 

        (Applause.)

        CHAIR CABRAL:  And also Dakota Higgins from 

Congressman Paul Cook's office.

        (Applause.)

        DAKOTA HIGGINS:  Thank you.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  And Danna Stroud.  

        DANNA STROUD:  Good morning.  My name is Danna 

Stroud.  I'm with the Sierra Nevada Conservancy.  And on 

behalf of a fellow state agency, I wanted to welcome you 
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and thank you for having your meeting here in the 

Eastern Sierra. 

        I think yesterday's tour, that was so well 

organized by our partners, the Inyo National Forest and 

our BLM Field Office, along -- as well as your staff, 

clearly outlined and -- and illustrated just how 

valuable our outdoor industry is here in the Eastern 

Sierra.  And the role that our off-highway vehicle plays 

in our economies of our gateway communities is extremely 

important. 

        So I wanted to thank you for taking the time to 

make the trek over here.  It's not easy to get here, but 

we appreciate it.  We also appreciate your support with 

so many of the grants that you have awarded our area 

over the course of time.  We look forward to continuing 

to work with you and your staff in helping to develop 

our Eastern Sierra and the Sierra Nevada as a whole as 

an outdoor recreation mecca destination.

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        I'd also like to introduce the staff.  So with 

that, our Deputy Director Chris Conlin. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Thank you.  Appreciate 

it. 

        Up here at the dais we've got the Acting Chief 
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for the Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Maria Mowrey.  

And we have our attorney, who can keep us out of 

trouble, Counsel Kathryn Tobias.  And we have a whole 

slew of new staff.  And Acting Chief Maria Mowrey is 

going to introduce those as well. 

        ACTING CHIEF MOWREY:  Good morning, 

Commissioners. 

        We have several new staff at the Division.  Some 

of them you'd met yesterday during your tour.  They come 

from all over the State from the SVRAs and from the 

Division. 

        So if you hear your name, please stand up.

        Matt Whamond is our new Grants Administrator at 

OHV Division.

        Jennifer Davis is a Budget Analyst at Division. 

        We have Doug Risbeiter, Senior Environmental 

Scientist; he's at Division.

        Chad Rowan, who was a driver yesterday -- I'm 

not sure if he's here, but he's a Maintenance Chief at 

Hungry Valley. 

        Scott Struckman, Ranger, OHV Division.

        Robert Cooper, Staff Services Analyst for 

Concessions at Oceano Dunes.

        Bill Lutton, the Secretary Superintendent at 

Hollister Hills. 
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        And Mike Smittle, who is a Ranger, R.A.  He's 

been around for while, but I don't think he's been 

introduced. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  One more back here.  Mike 

Morton, photography, as well. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay.  Thank you.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  And then as far as the -- 

I'd like to thank our hosts.  We have, of course, the -- 

the Town of Mammoth, the county -- Inyo County.  We also 

have the Forest Service, the BLM.  We have the ATV 

Adventure Trail -- and it's passing me what the name of 

the group is.  I'm sorry, that's -- 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I think they just go by 

"The Adventure Trail Group." 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  So -- but -- but just to be 

welcomed over here in the Eastern Sierra and -- and I 

think it was really important for this Commission to 

come over here.  I -- I -- this area is a mecca of 

recreation of all types.  And I -- I really think it's 

important to see this melding of different types of 

recreation.  I know there's been times when there's been 

the ups and downs with trying to get different forms of 

recreation to be able to cooperate and to share, but I 

think we've seen pretty good examples of how this could 
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go. 

        I also would like to acknowledge the OHV 

Division staff for putting on a wonderful tour.  I know 

Mark Hada had a lot of time put in to coming over here 

and putting this together.  And I would like to let the 

other Commissioners know and also the general public 

that this was -- has been a difficult time for them 

because the OHV Commission Offices, they actually moved 

across the hall because they're being refurbished over 

in the actual -- in their -- the permanent offices.  So 

there's been that.  You know, anyone that's ever moved 

knows how that could be.  So they had to move everything 

over and then move back.  And we have two meetings 

really close together:  We have this one, and we have 

the following meeting that's going to be at Prairie City 

next -- the end of next month.  That meeting also will 

coincide with the 25th Annual NOHVCC Conference.  And I 

encourage everyone in the audience to do their best to 

be able to attend not only that meeting but also the 

NOHVCC Conference.  I think it's a very useful 

conference for anyone that's interested in public lands 

and how they are used. 

        So with that, I would like to talk about -- a 

little bit about the public comment periods.  Okay?  We 

have the two different cards:  We have the green -- the 
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blue and the green.  You need to fill those out 

depending if you would like to comment on the 

agenda items or -- which would be the green one, or the 

non-agenda is the blue.  The non-agenda items will be at 

1:30; that will be sharp.  So we'll make that on -- at 

1:30.  That's when we'll start public comment on 

non-agenda items.

        I'd like to also -- and the Commissioners, I'd 

to remind you that we should listen to the public 

comment on that and then discuss it after that public 

comment period closes, if we feel the need, with that. 

AGENDA ITEM II - AGENDA MANAGEMENT

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Next item we have would be 

the agenda.  Due to Robert's Rules of Order, there's a 

couple of things we can do a little differently here.  

So what I'm going to do is move through this. 

        Is there any objections to the agenda as it is 

written?

        (No Commissioner comments.)

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So the agenda is accepted 

as -- as it's written. 

AGENDA ITEM III - APPROVAL OF MINUTES - May 29, 2015 

Meeting

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Next, we would have the approval 

of the minutes. 
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        Are there any objections to the minutes as 

they -- or adjustments to the minutes as they are 

written?  

        Commissioners?

        (No Commissioner comments.)

        CHAIR CABRAL:  No?  

        Okay.  They're approved as written. 

        Thank you. 

AGENDA ITEM IV - COMMISSION REPORTS

        CHAIR CABRAL:  All right.  So next item is going 

to be Commissioner Reports.  So let me just go from 

right to left.

        So Commissioner Slavik?  

AGENDA ITEM IV(A) - COMMISSIONERS' REPORTS

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Thank you. 

        Is it working?  Am I working?  Here we go. 

        I also would like to thank our host yesterday 

for an awesome tour.  And myself and -- I'm not sure, I 

think there's -- the two Honda people here are going to 

go participate Saturday in an additional tour.  So we're 

going to get a little more information.  We -- hopefully 

we can impart that in the next meeting.

        I would like to actually introduce the two Honda 

people that are here. 

        Gary Martini, who we saw in Pismo last year, and 
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his new hire, June Villegas was with us yesterday.  He's 

the administrator for the Honda Rider Education Center. 

So I think there's four of them around the country.  Is 

that true?  Okay.  So he's based out of Colton. 

        And this -- this is a -- folks, I think most of 

you in -- in the room know that this is a -- kind of a 

seat change from the last ten years of the industry not 

being too involved in -- in State Parks' activities 

here.  So we welcome you guys. 

        To kind of dovetail into that, there's been a -- 

a donation that has been offered by American Honda to -- 

to support the State Park youth and safety training 

programs that we've had.  So at this time we have -- I 

think there's 20 vehicles ranging from youth-sized ATVs 

all the way to side-by-sides that are sitting in the 

wings waiting for State Parks to accept those donations.  

And we hope this is just the first of many to come.  And 

we know that the vehicles that are out there at the 

State Parks are pretty wore-out vehicles right now.  And 

there's a lot of time spent where the kids can't get 

trained because the vehicles are not running.  So 

hopefully this infusion of new product will -- will 

really accelerate that -- the safety training programs 

in the State of California.  And right now we're just 

waiting for the -- all of the hoops of the -- and the 
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T's to be crossed, the I's to be dotted by State Parks.  

So hopefully that will happen soon. 

        I wanted to mention the upcoming meeting with 

NOHVCC and OHMVR.  There's also another meeting of 

the -- of the International Off-Highway Vehicle Program 

Managers.  It's kind of an outgrowth of NOHVCC.  And I 

would recommend that some of the folks that are in this 

room that are from our individual facilities, might be 

worthwhile to attend that meeting.  They're going to 

have -- what I need to do is basically read their agenda 

here.  Give me a second.  So -- get my glasses off. 

        On the evening of October 27th, the OHV Managers 

Round Table will host a dinner, and that's going to be 

at Folso m at the -- what's the name of the hotel 

there -- the -- yeah, Lake Natoma Inn.  So that's right 

in the heart of -- of Folsom.  That would be a good 

time -- it's a round-table discussion of -- of 

off-highway managers from all around the country, and, 

actually, some international folks.  I believe there's 

some folks that come out of Canada for that.  So it's 

just to share experiences and management practice and 

stuff about OHV recreation.  We might have something 

that we could learn from them, and I'm thinking they 

have something that they could learn from us.  So it 

might be a good time to share. 
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        The next day is the -- is our actual OHV 

meeting, and it's going to be in -- we're going to be in 

one room, and this Off-Highway Managers Meeting is going 

to be in another -- they go by an acronym called 

INOHVAA, and I forgot the whole thing -- it's 

International Program Managers.  They're going to be in 

one room; we're going to be in another room.  At the end 

of the day, last two hours of the day, we're going to 

come together as one meeting, and Dan Canfield is going 

to give a presentation on the General Planning process. 

So that -- that should be an interesting time for all of 

us. 

        Then we're going to go to Prairie City, and 

we're all going to be together in Prairie City for a 

tour and discussion about, you know, all the things 

pertinent to urban parks and training and things like 

that.  Then the last part of that week is going to be 

NOHVCC'S regular meeting schedule.  And myself and, I 

believe, Ted is going to be -- will be with that meeting 

continuing to the end of that.  Okay? 

        So I encourage everybody that's interested in 

off-highway vehicle recreation and best management 

practices and all the things that we've been learning 

here in the last 20, 30 years about this -- it's really 

been -- from -- from my perspective, we've come a long 
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way, and sharing that information is going to be 

important for the whole country. 

        The last thing I'd like to do is just an update 

on Ernest Chung, the past Chair of the State Parks 

Commission.  I think we all know that he had a -- a 

horrendous bicycle accident last -- last Valentine's 

Day, I believe it was.  He is making progress very 

slowly.  Just keep him in your -- in your prayers.  I 

mean he's -- the accident was pretty bad.  Okay? 

        So that's my report. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you, Commissioner. 

        Commissioner Lueder.  

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Thank you. 

        Other than just spending some time in Mammoth 

Lakes prior to this meeting and experiencing some of the 

other recreational opportunities, including the mountain 

bike trails here on the mountain, which are really 

awesome, I don't have anything else to report. 

        But thank you to the people of Mammoth Lakes, 

and everybody that is in the area.  We found it very 

welcoming, and we look forward to coming back and doing 

some more exploring. 

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Hafkenschiel.  

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I also don't have 
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anything to report. 

        But I just want to comment on yesterday's tour.  

And we had some great conversations in our car, and I 

know that many of the other cars did, too.  And I think 

it's just -- it's such a treat to be able to come out 

here to the Eastern Sierra.  I had to go through 

Yosemite Park to get here.  Yosemite always seems like a 

destination in and of itself.  So that's telling you 

you're really out in the -- out in the wilderness.  But 

that's what's so amazing about these OHV meetings is 

that they've taken us all over California.  It's such an 

incredible reminder as to the assets that are here in 

the State. 

        And I think that oftentimes we get -- we have 

conversations about particular uses on certain lands and 

fights over particular uses on certain lands.  But from 

my perspective, any land that gets used has a higher 

likelihood of being protected into the future, and 

that's really great. 

        And in our car we were talking about how the 

State of California is going -- is projected to get up 

to 50 million people by 2050, I think it is.  And where 

are those people going to go.  And the fact that we have 

just an incredible team that's working to protect our 

public lands in the State from that projected growth, it 
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makes -- gives me a lot of hope.

        So thank you to everyone that's hosting us and 

for a great tour yesterday. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you, Commissioner. 

        Commissioner Perez. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Yes.  I also want -- want 

to thank everyone from the Mammoth area for the tour 

yesterday.  I thought it was great.  This is the first 

time I've been out here.  And I think the -- I said 

there'd been numerous tours because they are pretty 

extraordinary locations to visit.  So I appreciate the 

hospitality from everyone and all the agencies that were 

involved. 

        I -- I don't really have any other report except 

for that my comments will come during the agenda items. 

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Commissioner Murphy.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I also want to just 

reiterate what the other Commissioners said, that I just 

really want to thank and appreciate the -- the host 

agencies and the people from town that have -- that have 

made us feel so welcome. 

        And I also have great hope in our ability to 

move forward in the future and be able to provide a 
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quality recreation experience for the people of 

California.  That's very -- I think we have a bright 

future. 

        That's all I have to report. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Villegas.  

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Good morning.  Thank 

you. 

        I'm glad to be here today and glad I was able to 

attend yesterday's tour.  I don't have too much to 

report in terms of our last meeting to this time, but I 

want to echo the sentiments of my fellow Commissioners 

as well and thank our hosts yesterday.  It was 

enlightening to be able to share and experience some of 

the projects that you've all been working on.  I take 

some marching orders back with me to Los Angeles.  So I 

will have some follow-up.  And I look forward to coming 

back with my family. 

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Commissioner Patrovsky.

        COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Good morning, 

everybody. 

        I also appreciate the tour we had yesterday.  It 

was really neat to see some great examples of how OHV 

Trust money is being spent in a constructive way.  And 
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all these tours are great; always learn something on 

them and get different perspectives. 

        I'm also glad that a representative of my local 

congressman, Representative Paul Cook down in Southern 

California, Dakota Higgins is here.  And he was with the 

tour.  And Congressman Cook has been a good friend for 

OHV recreation.  And appreciate Dakota's attendance. 

        Besides trying to keep up with local issues in 

my own area, which is now in the high desert, I also 

attended on August 19th a conference that was hosted by 

Beth Boyst, the manager of the Pacific Crest Trail.  

This was a conference that included landowners, 

motorized and non-motorized recreationists and other 

stakeholders.  And for pretty much the first time we got 

everybody together and spent the day exchanging 

viewpoints.  And I think I came out of it with a lot of 

positive feeling, that some of the people that haven't 

been getting along with each other and a lot of 

disagreements were sharing some positive communication.  

So I -- I think this is a -- was a very good meeting. 

        And that's about all I have. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you, Commissioner. 

        Okay.  As far as my report, a couple of things. 

        First off, I'd like to -- once again, like 

echoing the -- the whole Commission here.  I think the 
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Eastern Sierra is the -- the Inyo National Forest, the 

staff, the BLM staff, everyone made a large impression 

on this Commission.  And it just goes to show when you 

get a rural community that works together what kind 

of -- what they can accomplish. 

        I'd like to single out Ed Armenta from -- the 

Forest Supervisor for the Inyo.  You know, the Inyo has 

a lot of wilderness areas which are -- are important to 

the forest and important to many different types of 

recreational concerns throughout the State of 

California.  And I think that the mix of the wilderness 

versus the recreational opportunities is done very well 

in this forest.  And other forests you see, it -- it -- 

a lot of -- it really -- I don't know, it's just 

convoluted how it works.  But here it's very clear-cut. 

        I think that, you know, there's many different 

types of motorized and non-motorized recreational 

opportunities over here that the Forest Service is 

supporting.  And I really appreciate that stance.  And I 

wish we would see that in more forests throughout the 

State of California. 

        Also, I was impressed with the BLM staff.  I 

think the BLM has a little different management style, 

but I think it's important to have a more rustic type of 

experience.  Not everyone wants to have everything, you 
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know, all -- just perfect.  They want to be able to go 

out into a high desert type of locale or something and 

do whatever their -- their favorite -- sometimes you 

just want to disconnect, and I think that's really great 

to see that as how we did on the tours yesterday.  There 

was definitely some spots where people can disconnect, 

relax, go fish, you know, use OHV, do many different 

types of activities that could be based around an OHV. 

So that was really refreshing to see.  And also to see 

the -- the cooperation and collaboration between the two 

different agencies.  That was -- that was also something 

I really wanted to point out in my report. 

        I also attended the meeting -- the PCT meeting 

with Commissioner Patrovsky.  And there will be a PCT 

report coming up, so we will discuss that issue at that 

time.

        Behind-the-scene stuff, we have monthly meetings 

for the Transformation Advisory Committee for the State 

Parks system as a whole.  And those calls have been -- I 

think that, you know, there's definitely -- Steve 

Szalay, the gentleman in charge of this, is doing an 

excellent job as far as steering the ship in the right 

direction.  Things are getting organized, and I think 

we're -- we're going to see some nice changes in the 

State Parks.  There already has been some nice changes, 
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but I think we're going to see more stuff developing 

that's going to be less behind the scenes and more 

public.  So look forward to -- I'm looking forward to 

seeing what that's going to look like in the near 

future.  

        And -- let's see.  Lastly, I know this is a 

little bit of a sensitive thing, but I just wanted to 

bring it up.  You know, I know we still have -- our 

Deputy Director is doing two jobs.  And I just want to 

reassure the public that I, behind the scenes, have been 

working on that, doing what I can to notify and work 

within the Governor's Office and other people that are 

associated with this decision.  And I also have been 

working on the extension on the 2018 renewal of the OHV 

Program.  There's a lot of moving pieces with that now.  

It's politically sensitive, so I should watch what I 

say.  And it's also an issue that has to mesh with the 

transformation process that's going on with State Parks.  

So there's a couple different moving parts that need to 

work together.  So as I'm able to inform everybody on 

more of what's going on there, I will. 

        So at this point I just want people -- to 

reassure you that there's attention being paid to it; it 

is behind-the-scene stuff right now.  And I -- I've 

learned as I've been in this position for a little bit 
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now that you need to do that at times.  So unfortunately 

we're just going to have to trust the people that are 

doing it, see what we can do from there.  Okay? 

        So that's the end of my report. 

AGENDA ITEM IV(B) - COMMISSION REPORTS - COMMITTEE 

REPORTS - SAFETY COMMITTEE

        CHAIR CABRAL:  And the next thing we'll do is 

we'll move into our committee reports.  The first one's 

going to be the ATV Safety Committee.  

        Commissioner Slavik.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Other -- other than that 

eminent donation, that's all I have to report. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Commissioner Perez.  

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Nothing at this time. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Thank you. 

AGENDA ITEM IV(B) - COMMISSION REPORTS - BLM

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  BLM.  I don't have 

anything to report other than what I've seen -- oh, 

there is some stuff going on.  They're doing some -- 

looking at the Cow Mountain Recreation Area and other 

opportunities up there.  I know that that's been going 

on up in my area. 

        And Ukiah BLM Office has been just hammered with 

those wildfires that have hit Northern California in my 
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area.  They were devastating, not only on -- on the 

landscape level, but also on the human level with many, 

many people losing their homes outside of the BLM lands.  

But there is many areas that -- that -- private 

properties with residencies on them that abut right up 

to the BLM properties.  So I just would like to 

acknowledge the efforts that some people in the BLM have 

been doing for fighting the fires in California.  I know 

Jane Arteaga was up in Pine Glen up in far Northern 

California and those minding the camp kind of a deal.  

So I wanted to acknowledge her for her efforts on that.  

I think that was a good -- not good, an awesome thing to 

do for the -- the public and their public lands.

        I don't really have anything else on BLM. 

        The other thing would be is -- the next one is 

the CARB Report.  And we're going to have a formal 

report from the Air Resources Board later on.  So I 

think we're just going to defer to that, then we can 

just have public comment on that afterwards. 

AGENDA ITEM IV(B) - COMMISSION REPORTS - STATEWIDE 

MOTORIZED TRAIL

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Statewide Motorized Trail, I'm 

also on that subcommittee.  I think we saw yesterday an 

example with this Adventure Trail of how we could have 

connectivity to services and goods and to these rural 
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communities and how they can be helped with some, you 

know, economic support with this type of a system.  So 

it's going to be very interesting to see how this 

develops down in this area.  And I hope that it's 

something that can flourish.  And it could be a model 

that we can use on the Statewide Motorized Trail.  And 

maybe there's other areas.  I know that the folks up in 

Yreka and Siskiyou County are looking at doing the -- 

the Jefferson Trade Route, and they would like to have 

the same type of a program where they could have the 

connectivity to the small communities -- the largest one 

being Yreka, but the other small communities throughout 

on the way to the coast. 

        So I just recently visited Happy Camp, small 

town out on the Klamath River -- and to go up there.  A 

friend of mine is an avid steelhead fisher -- fisherman.  

And we went up there to scout things out.  And I just 

wanted to go check the area out.  And I think that was a 

prime example of a small community that could be -- that 

could use this type of a recreational opportunity to 

have come into their town.  Because it doesn't disrupt 

their normal daily lives.  It doesn't change a lot.  

We're talking about people that are doing touring, that 

are coming in and then turning around and leaving.  So 

it's more like they're supporting the community, 
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they're -- they're taking in the wonderfulness of the 

communities and the surrounding areas, but then it's, 

you know, onward to the next destination.  And I see 

that as being something that would be very helpful to 

support these communities.

        So I know Statewide Motorized Trail is a -- a 

large task, but it is something that I'm hopeful that 

once we get through these General Plans on our SVRAs 

that we could put more focus on. 

AGENDA ITEM IV(B) - COMMISSION REPORTS - EVENTS

        CHAIR CABRAL:  So Events, next one.

        Commissioner Slavik.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  The upcoming event -- 

upcoming event with NOHVCC and State Parks is -- they're 

moving ahead.  And I encourage people to go to the 

NOHVCC web site, and all the details there, and you can 

sign up there. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

AGENDA ITEM IV(B) - COMMISSION REPORTS - CLEAR CREEK

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Clear Creek. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Do you have anything?  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  You go first. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Okay.  I -- I -- I don't 

really have anything specific on Clear Creek.  I know 

that there was a study that was -- that was coming.  And 
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I wanted to -- to find out if -- when that study might 

be completed. 

        And, also, my other comment is, I don't want to 

go into too much detail, but I'm obviously from the 

Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo area, and I -- I am aware 

of what happened with Will Harris out there.  And I know 

he was working on this project.  And so I guess my 

question is, what is the follow-up?  Because I know he 

was very much involved.  He took me on -- he took me  

and -- I can't remember -- Ted, we went on a tour of the 

Clear Creek.  And so I guess that's my question.  I 

think that what happened in San Luis Obispo and what 

happened to Will, in my opinion, were some severe 

consequences that I don't think were called for.  And so 

I am concerned about that.  So I'd like to know what is 

the status of the work that Will Harris was doing on 

Clear Creek.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  So I can answer the 

question as far as California Geologic Society.  They -- 

they made a choice.  It was based on their observation 

of what they saw Will do, and -- and they made a -- a 

employee choice.  I can't speak for what they've done.  

That's -- that's within their purview.  However, I was 

reading -- I was assured absolutely by them that all 

programs that were being done by Will Harris would be 
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continued.  And we have geologists that are assigned to 

us.  In fact, yesterday we met one out there.  It was 

Mike Fuller that was assigned to us now in OHV.  So 

there should be no disruption in any continuity of those 

programs that Will was overseeing.  I think Rick LeFlore 

has more information specific to the study out at Clear 

Creek. 

        RICK LEFLORE:  Can you hear me? 

        Rick LeFlore, and I'm the Program Manager, 

California State Parks, Off-Highway Vehicle Headquarters 

in Sacramento. 

        So I have inherited the file.  So it lives in 

files, the CCMA Study.  I have contacted Dr. Nolan, who 

is the project lead back in New York.  I was pressing to 

get some kind of charts or graphs so we could actually 

present to you where we actually are today.  However, he 

was -- he's following very strictly the scientific 

method on this.  So I will actually relay his last 

message to me: 

        "I've been working to complete the analysis of 

the air samples by transmission electron microscopy.  We 

have one more day of samples to analyze.  These have all 

been prepared, and I'm doing the electron microscopy" --

        That's a tough one.  

        "We do samples blind, so none of the 
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calculations of exposures are done until all the air 

samples have been analyzed.  I expect to have 

preliminary results towards the end of October."

        So what I will do between now and the end of 

October, I'll be pressing him for something substantive 

that we can share with you in Folsom at your next 

Commission Meeting.  And hopefully you'll be -- we'll 

all be a bit more informed over where progress is on 

this. 

        And as the Deputy Director mentioned, we are -- 

we continue our relationship with California Geological 

Survey, and I'll be working with them to identify which 

geologist on staff that we can actually work 

head-to-head on this project together. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Okay.  Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner.  

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Well, just for the sake of 

kind of keeping you up to date, where we're at, I think 

it's going through -- I'm not sure if it's in the House 

or the Senate right now, but it's now 1838.  And I think 

it's getting some activity, and the emails I'm getting 

are that it's -- it's getting some steam behind it.  So 

that's the political side.  It might, you know, make 

that a reality for us. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Perez, do you have 
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anything else? 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  No.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  No additional comments.

        Okay.  Well, I think what -- as Commissioner 

Perez and I are on the -- the Clear Creek Subcommittee 

here, the Ad Hoc Committee, I think where this is at 

with you guys being able to present possibly some -- 

some actual hard data, some scientific stuff here in the 

near future, and with the political things that are 

going on, maybe it would be wise for you and I to -- to 

maybe craft some type of a report or a letter that the 

Commission can review at our next Commission Meeting 

that could possibly show support for Congressman Farr's 

bill, and then we could see what the Commission thinks 

about it as a whole or --

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  I think that's a great 

idea.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So why don't -- why don't 

we do that, then. 

        Thank you. 

        RICK LEFLORE:  Thank you.  

AGENDA ITEM IV(B) - COMMISSION REPORTS - FOREST SERVICE

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Forest Service Report. 

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I don't have anything. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  The only thing that I'd 
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like to add to the Forest -- on the Forest Service 

Report is that we discussed this at our last meeting, 

and that is the situation with these catastrophic 

wildfires and how they affect OHV riding areas -- well, 

they affect the whole forest, and our -- our air quality 

and all kinds of different things.  So that -- that's a 

subject I don't want to dive into too deep on that 

level. 

        But there was some discussion last time about 

having some type of an emergency fund to be able to 

restore -- you know, get some water controls and -- and 

barricades and different things up for it, that would be 

a way to assist these public land managers in being able 

to recover the areas quickly and also more cost 

effectively.  And I've witnessed an area up in the Six 

Rivers National Forest that I spoke of at the last 

meeting that I went up and actually recreated on.  It's 

the Pilot Creek OHV Trail system.  And unfortunately 

fire came through one of the areas, and a real -- an 

incredible trail, the Dan East Trail was completely 

burned out in a couple of areas.  It's access points off 

of a major forest highway were damaged to almost beyond 

recognition.  And it was -- the area is now prime for 

people looking to get back in that area and to be able 

to be off trail and doing more damage than should be 
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done to the area. 

        So I really encourage that to be part of our 

renewal program if some type of an emergency fund for 

these land managers in those situation arise.  So I just 

wanted to bring that forward.

AGENDA ITEM IV(B) - COMMISSION REPORTS - PACIFIC CREST 

TRAIL SUBCOMMITTEE

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Next one will be the Pacific 

Crest Trail Subcommittee.  We're going to have a report 

on that in the law -- I mean the -- in the Deputy 

Director's report.  So do we want to save our comments 

for then, and we can have public comment? 

        Okay.  I believe that's going to be the end of 

our subcommittee reports. 

        So with that -- how we doing on time?  I'm going 

to try to take a break right around 9:30.  So we -- that 

could be about another 20 minutes or so.  Is that fine 

with you?

        THE REPORTER:  Uh-huh.  Sure.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Perfect.

AGENDA ITEM V - BUSINESS ITEMS

        CHAIR CABRAL:  So why don't we go ahead and look 

at the business items.  

///

///
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AGENDA ITEM V - BUSINESS ITEMS - PROPOSAL TO DRAFT A 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA DESERT CONSERVATION 

AND RECREATION ACT OF 2015

        CHAIR CABRAL:  So first one is going to be the 

proposal to draft a letter in support of the California 

Desert Conservation and Recreation Act of 2015.  So --

        KATIE METRAUX:  Good morning, Commissioners.  My 

name is Katie Metraux.  I work with OHMVR Division.  I'm 

an Associate Park & Rec specialist, and I will be 

presenting the business item. 

        The subject of the business -- business item is 

a proposal to draft a letter in support of the 

California Conservation Recreation Act of 2015.  As you 

may recall, Randy Banis presented an informational 

report about the -- also named S.414 at the May 

Commission Meeting.  At that time the Commission 

requested that the bill be brought back as a business 

item.  I will present a summary of the bill and will 

then turn it over to the Commission for discussion and 

public comment. 

        So Senator Diane Feinstein introduced the 

California Desert Conservation Recreation Act of 2015, 

also known as S.414, on February 9th, 2015.  The bill 

makes amendments to the California Desert Protection Act 

of 1994 to improve natural resource conservation and 
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protect recreational opportunities within the desert 

conservation -- desert -- California Desert Conservation 

Area. 

        And I forgot to tell you that this is also 

behind Tab 4. 

        S.414 has the potential to preserve and enhance 

off-highway vehicle, OHV recreation within the CDCA 

through the designation of five national OHV recreation 

areas, including Dumont Dunes, El Mirage, Rasor, 

Spangler Hills and Stoddard Valley OHV recreation areas. 

        So this is a map that you can find on the web 

site that's in the -- this is listed on your Commission 

Report -- or your Business Item Report.  And this is 

a -- this is an overall map.  It's very hard to read.  

So you can -- it's also -- this map is also in your 

binder.  And then -- so I won't point out all the 

individual OHV areas, but you can go on the web site and 

see.  It's also in your binder.

        Additionally, the bill directs the Bureau of 

Land Management to amend or develop new resource 

management plans and evaluate lands suitable for -- for 

addition to Johnson Valley National OHV area and other 

national OHV recreation areas. 

        This bill also establishes or designates 

national monuments, wilderness areas, a special 
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management area, a national scenic area, an area of 

critical environmental concern.  It specifies land 

withdrawals, exchanges and acquisitions and establishes 

the Renewable Energy ReSource Conservation Fund.

        And then the text of the entire bill is also 

available online, and the web site is also in the 

Business Item Report in your binder. 

        And this -- at this point, this concludes my 

report.  I would now like to turn it over to the 

Commission for discussion on whether to submit a letter 

of support to the California Desert Conservation 

Recreation Act of 2015. 

        Also, one more thing, the bill was -- has been 

presented to the Senate Committee of Energy and Natural 

Resources as of February 9th, 2015, and it hasn't gone 

anywhere since then. 

        So I would like to turn it over to the 

Commission for discussion and for public comment. 

        Thank you very much. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Okay.  Commissioners, I'd like at this point to 

make you aware there's also a -- I don't want to call it 

competing, but there's a separate bill that's being put 

forward by Congressman Cook's office that is similar but 

has some -- there are some adjustments to this that I 
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think we'll need to review.  So at this point I'd like 

to have Dakota Higgins from Congressman Cook's office 

come up and explain that point of view before we discuss 

things.

        DAKOTA HIGGINS:  Thank you, Commissioners.  My 

name is Dakota Higgins.  I'm a field rep for Congressman 

Cook.

        I'd like to talk a little bit about our 

legislation, which should be introduced Tuesday at the 

latest.  We're still waiting on some final language, 

otherwise I would have a copy for you.  I'll also have 

the bill number for you.  I'll email Vicki about that 

once it's introduced.

        Our bill is the California Minerals Off-road 

Recreation and Conservation Act of 2015, also known as 

CMORCA.  That's our internal name for it.  It has 

several similarities to Senator Feinstein's bill but 

several differences as well.  I'll start with the -- the 

National OHV Areas.  Her bill designates five; we 

designate six.  We take that OHV Study Area in Johnson 

Valley that, you know, she proposes, you know, BLM study 

for future use, and we make that a National OHV Area. 

        So in total, our bill would designate -- 

designate 300,000 acres in Southern California as 

National OHV Areas.  It expands Johnson Valley, Spangler 
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Hills and El Mirage by 57,000 areas from what's 

currently, you know, on the table right now. 

        Our bill also directs the Bureau of Land 

Management to transfer about 4,000 acres to the Town of 

Apple Valley for an OHV Recreation Area, and directs the 

Bureau of Land Management to transfer about 1,600 acres 

to the County of Riverside for an OHV Recreation Area. 

        The major difference between our two bills is 

that the Mojave Trails National Monument and hers is a 

Special Management Area in ours.  We did this for 

several reasons, most notably to, you know, address 

future concerns regarding mineral rights, future mineral 

exploration in that area, et cetera, but we also, you 

know, make it to designate all of the OHV trails in that 

area.  There are over 1,200 miles of OHV trails in the 

Mojave Trails Special Management Area which are 

designated, and we also include "no net-loss" language, 

which means if -- assuming BLM manages that land, if BLM 

wants to close 50 miles of trails in a management area, 

they must re-open 50 miles of trails somewhere else in 

that same management area getting from Point A to   

Point B.  

        Finally, we include language that prevents an 

Antiquities Act designation of any of the areas that we 

discussed in our bill to prevent, you know, either 
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President Obama or any future president from coming in 

and creating a national monument and changing the Land 

Management Plan which goes through Congress.  Senator 

Feinstein sent a letter to President Obama requesting an 

Antiquities Act designation, and we believe that 

anything dealing with so much land in our desert 

should -- should go through the legislative process.

        So that's it.  You guys have any questions on 

that?  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioners?  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I -- I applaud you, your 

office for kind of turning what -- what I think Senator 

Feinstein's bill was, which was literally beholding to 

the environmental community and giving us a couple of 

little, you know, crumbs on the side, and then you folks 

have taken this one step further. 

        I just don't trust Senator Feinstein's bill.  I 

mean being there for S.21 and seeing what the 

environmental community got -- they got more than they 

should have ever gotten.  I don't think we should have a 

letter that would support Senator Feinstein's bill to 

the degree that the environmental community -- that 

supports the environmental community's request or -- 

or -- you know, what -- what they're pushing for.  It 

seems to me we ought to leave that out of the letter. 
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        We -- we like the idea that we're codifying OHV 

recreation in a legislative process, but the fact that 

we're supporting what -- you know, people that don't 

want to see us here -- I -- I'm not wording this 

properly, so let me -- let me give up on that. 

        You know, it's passing that -- it's something 

that, you know, we feel pretty passionate about and been 

dealing with for years.  And I -- I would like to think 

about that a little bit harder. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I know there's going to be 

some other Commissioners that want to make comments on 

this, and I -- I support that, and I will listen to 

that.  But I think that what we might want to look at as 

a Commission is, is that you have a bill that's going to 

be out on Tuesday that's going to look at the exact -- 

this -- this other area that we were talking about 

putting a support letter to.

        DAKOTA HIGGINS:  Yes, sir. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  And I'd like to -- I think it 

would be prudent for our -- our Commission to be able to 

examine both of them, so when I see it -- when the final 

writing's out.  So it probably would be wise for us to 

table this item until the next Commission Meeting.  And 

then from there, we could go ahead and, you know, look 

at each one and see what direction we may want to go. 

37
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Did you also want to 

perhaps elicit some public comment on it as well, Chair? 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Absolutely, yeah.  So -- but I 

just -- but just looking at this, though, I think 

that's -- I just wanted to plant that seed to say, you 

know -- because this is obviously very similar, but -- I 

know that Congressman Cook has really fought hard for 

OHV and other forms of recreation, and -- and people 

that are recreational buyers and stuff down in the area.  

And I think that wouldn't -- it wouldn't be very wise 

not to look at the language that's in your -- on your 

bill. 

        DAKOTA HIGGINS:  Thank you very much. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Murphy.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I just want to briefly 

state that I appreciate your office taking the time to 

consider the OHV community and our needs.  That's -- 

I -- I can't applaud you enough for that.  So I just 

wanted to say thank you for that.

        DAKOTA HIGGINS:  You're welcome.  That's what 

we're here for.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Okay. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Any other Commissioners? 

        Okay.  Well, at this point --

        Thank you --
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        DAKOTA HIGGINS:  Thank you.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  -- Dakota. 

AGENDA ITEM V(A) - BUSINESS ITEMS - PROPOSAL TO DRAFT A 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA DESERT CONSERVATION 

AND RECREATION ACT OF 2015 - PUBLIC COMMENT

        CHAIR CABRAL:  And with that, I think at this 

point what we'll do is we'll take some public comment 

directly on this in case we take some action on this. 

        So I have -- first person up would be John 

Stewart.

        John. 

        JOHN STEWART:  Good morning.  Good morning, 

Commissioners -- 

        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You turned it off. 

        JOHN STEWART:  Good morning, Commissioners.  

John Stewart, California Four-Wheel Drive Association.

        I have been reviewing the Feinstein bill for 

several years since -- because this is not the first 

time it has been up for consideration.  I also 

appreciate Congressman Cook for his effort to come 

forward with something that is more inclusive of the 

California public and not just special interests. 

        When you look at the -- look at these bills, 

though, I would urge you to look at the Land Management 

proposals in the California Desert in total, not 
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piecemeal.  We started off in 1976 with a Federal Lands 

Policy -- Federal Lands Management Policy Act which set 

aside the California Desert Conservation Area.  Part of 

that set-aside was to include recreation.  Over the 

years, we've had Management Plans layered on top of that 

which has slowly chipped away at recreation.  Now you 

have competing interests for these same lands, which is 

the Desert Conservation -- the Renewable Energy Plan, 

DRECP, you have the Feinstein's wilderness bill, Cook's 

wilderness bill, you have military land grabs out there 

with the expansion of Fort Irwin, the expansion of 

John's -- Marine Corps Center at 29 Palms.  With these 

kinds of things, what is happening is recreation keeps 

getting the short end of the stick. 

        Over the years, since the inception OHMVR 

Program, thousands -- or, actually, several million 

dollars' worth of Green Sticker user funds have been 

committed to the BLM for management in these areas.  

These roads, these lands and this money is now being 

taken away, being lost by these land grabs.  It's time 

to stop and say no more wilderness.  It's time to have 

recreation receive its fair share of the desert area. 

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Ed Waldheim, followed by Mike Johnston. 
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        ED WALDHEIM:  Fellow Commissioners, 

Commissioners, I am really, really upset in the sense 

that we don't seem to take the lesson -- 

        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  State your name. 

        ED WALDHEIM:  Ed Waldheim with CORVA, Friends of 

Jawbone, Friends of El Mirage, California Trail Users 

Coalition. 

        Here's a bill, Feinstein and Cook.  I have an 

analysis of what the comparisons are. 

        Mr. Paul Slavik, we need to start thinking anew.  

The reason our elections are now going haywire is 

because Washington, D.C., is totally broke.  They don't 

listen.  They don't work.  Nothing is getting out of 

there because everybody's grandstanding.  We cannot 

afford to grandstand anymore.  Feinstein has worked with 

us, and her bill's a conservation recreation bill.  

There's everything in there, Mr. Slavik.  There are no 

crumbs in there.  God, I hate that word.  There are no 

crumbs.  Senator Feinstein has done something that 

nobody has done for us since I've been around since 

1978.  Yes, she's taken a lot of wilderness, but I got 

to move on.  We have to move on in life.  We just can't 

keep up -- bringing up old stuff because it's not going 

to go anywhere. 

        Feinstein's bill gives us everything we want.  
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Congressman Cook's bill gives us everything that she has 

in the bill plus a little bit more in Johnson Valley.  

        Both bills have to be in there because we need 

to have a House bill, we need to have a Senate bill.  

When they put it in, now we can start talking. 

        And what I would like to see from you guys do, 

give a full support to Senator Cook and Senator 

Feinstein to move forward with a bill.  Why do I want 

that?  Because behind it comes a monument.  And 

monument, I lose everything.  We lose everything.  There 

is no if's or but's.  I'm sorry, guys, time is over.  

I'm going to get -- we're going to get 41,000 more acres 

in Spangler.  I'm going to get 680 more acres in         

El Mirage.  I put that in.  Senator Feinstein accepted 

that.  I met with them up in Washington, D.C.  I met 

with them down here with our group.  So we have been 

involved with that, Paul.  And I'm sorry when you say 

it's crumbs.  I take it very seriously because it's not 

crumbs, period. 

        And I would like to see -- if you want to 

postpone it for the next meeting, I don't have any 

problem.  But I would like to add that you guys support 

both Cook and Feinstein to work out something that will 

save our off-highway vehicle programs.  Yes, there's 

some wilderness, but she's saving every single trail in 
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the wilderness for us in cherry stems.  There is not -- 

there's a gain.  We're gaining 48,000 trails in 

Feinstein's bill, 48 miles.  Never heard of that before.  

She's saving stuff for us in the wilderness areas. 

        So when you go through it, if you want to see 

the book, you can look at it.  I have it here.  You can 

have copies of it.  I'll give it to Chris and he can 

make copies of it, save it.  But it is a good bill.  

Cook's is a good bill.  The two now have to come to an 

agreement. 

        So, please, if you're going to postpone it, work 

them both at the same time.  Do not say again the words 

"Feinstein gave us crumbs."  That is -- that is 

discourteous.  It serves no purpose.  It's alienation. 

Feinstein did a fantastic job for us, as Senator -- 

Congressman Cook is going to do a fantastic job for us. 

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Mike Johnston, followed by Dave Pickett.

        MIKE JOHNSTON:  I'll pass at this point.  I 

think Mr. Stewart said my comments well enough.  So I'll 

pass. 

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Dave Pickett.  
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        DAVE PICKETT:  Good morning.  Dave Pickett.  

District 36 Motorcycle Sports Committee. 

        I, too, remember as 21 very, very, very well.  

And we've seen passion already this morning on this 

particular issue.  And I think you guys are taking the 

right focus to look at both side by side and then come 

up with something and talk to the other OHV leaders that 

live in the Southern California area. 

        As for what Mr. Slavik indicated in his opening 

comments, I agree:  "Crumbs" is a good word.  Because 

what happens in these bills is they go through, we 

support, and then we get slaughtered in the amendment 

process.  That's why I'm asking you to do what you 

indicated you wanted to do and then allow input from the 

public on whatever you come up with.  We'll all be 

sending our own individual letters.  But, again, I will 

never forget S.21 and what it did to the OHV public. 

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Is there anyone else that would like to make 

public comment that may not have filled out a slip?  If 

you do, you'd have to fill out your slip right now. 

        No? 

        Okay.  So at this point we're going to move 

forward with Commissioner comments on the public comment 
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and everything we've heard so far. 

        So, Commissioner Villegas, you've got something?

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Yeah.  Thank you. 

        I just wanted to make a quick comment.  I think 

Commissioner Slavik's comments were his, and I respect 

his decision.  I didn't say anything when you were 

asking us for our comments because you said you were 

going to table this item.  So I -- I felt it was 

appropriate for us to at least have the Congress Member 

Cook's legislation for us -- at least in writing so that 

we can actually see it.  I think it's good if we're able 

to get some additional input for our next meeting in 

order for us to be able to review that from the actual 

like -- either a conservationist or advocates or users. 

        But, you know, this is very typical either -- in 

legislative bodies where you have, you know, legislation 

introduced in both Houses.  They come to a conference.  

And I -- I can understand that we have maybe issues that 

are going to be touchy, especially the Antiquities 

portion.  But, you know, this is very typical for -- you 

know, when -- when legislation is moving through the 

process. 

        You know, I think that it would be wise if we're 

at least able to take a position on both measures.  You 

know, we're not seen as a partisan, you know, 
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Commission.  I think that's very important.  We have 

users from both sides of the aisles that recreate.  And 

I think it's important for us to, again, review both 

pieces of legislation.  Although, I've had a chance to 

review Feinstein's.  We'll just wait to see 

Congressional Member Cook's legislation and then move 

forward for next month. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Any other Commissioners?  

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  I just want to say that I 

concur.  I agree with that. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay. 

        Commissioner.  

        COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Yeah.  I -- I -- yeah, 

I want to echo Commissioner Villegas' comments. 

        One thing that struck me with the -- with the 

Feinstein bill is I think she took a different -- her 

staff took a different stance than the '91 bill, which 

this one is much more inclusive.  Staff listened to a 

lot more people from different viewpoints.  And this is 

a comprehensive bill which is not going to make 

everybody happy.  But I look at the alternative, which 

is executive option national monument designation, and I 

think going through the legislative process, which is 

the way it's supposed to happen, is going to be a far 
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superior way of doing it.  I haven't had a chance to -- 

to really study Congressman Cook's bill, but I -- I do 

know that there's a couple provisions in there which -- 

which some local people have -- have told me about that 

are -- are -- are superior to -- or corrections to the 

Feinstein bill which -- which I approve of personally. 

        So I look forward to -- or I didn't think -- I 

hope the Commission will -- would support both of these 

bills and let the process go forward.  Hopefully, in 

the -- in the process that these bills end up pretty 

much where we want them, and they aren't, as -- as 

another speaker said, you know, gutted too much in 

committee. 

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Any other commissioners?  

        Okay.  Kathryn -- 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Chair?  Chair? 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah. 

        I just have a quick question for you before you 

run -- leave the room.  I'm sorry. 

        LEGAL COUNSEL TOBIAS:  That's all right. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  On -- to table an item, is that 

something that I need a -- a motion and vote on in the 

State level?  

        LEGAL COUNSEL TOBIAS:  No. 
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        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I just wanted to 

double-check.  Okay. 

        Yes, Commissioner. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Thank you, Chair, for 

tabling this to a -- you know, at least offering to 

table this to the next Commission Meeting.  Because I 

think it is important that we look at both sides -- both 

bills in comparison. 

        But I also -- I understand Ed's passion for 

this.  He worked very hard with the staff members for a 

long time about saving additional trails, lands right 

down to the nitty-gritty, each -- each individual piece.  

But I -- and I'm probably in the minority on this, but I 

would like to see us craft a letter that supports the 

bills without -- supports the bills' off-highway vehicle 

components without supporting you bills' wilderness 

components, something like that.  And make it 

politically correct, but make it work for us.  I mean 

we're the Off-Highway Vehicle Commission. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Thank you. 

        Yes, Commissioner Lueder.  

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  If everybody's spoken, 

I'll make a motion to take no action at this time and 

re-agendize this item for the October meeting to 

consider both bills and produce a comment letter. 
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        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  And I would second that. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay. 

        So we have a motion on the table here.  So we 

need to do a roll call vote. 

        (Unanimous approval via roll call vote.)

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Okay.  Well, we're right about on schedule.  

It's 9:31.  I'd like to take a quick restroom break and 

give our recorder a break, also.  And -- so why don't we 

come back in about ten minutes.  Okay?  Thank you. 

        (Brief recess.) 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I'd like to bring this 

meeting back to order. 

        We have another VIP that showed up.  We have 

Jeff Griffiths that's from Inyo -- he's an Inyo County 

Supervisor.  And we were in his area yesterday as we 

were doing our tour.  So he's going to come up and say a 

couple of things. 

        JEFF GRIFFITHS:  I just want to thank you all 

for taking the time to travel all the way over here to 

our area.  And when you were in the -- the White 

Mountains, you were in -- in my district in Inyo County.  

So off-road vehicles are -- are a big, big issue and a 

big area of our economy, especially in that area.  So 
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I'm glad that you got to see it.  And I'm sorry that I 

didn't get to join the tour with you.  I had some 

conflicting meetings.  But I did see your caravan 

traveling down -- down the road when I was coming out of 

my meeting at the airport. 

        So welcome to our area, and I'm happy to be 

here.  Thanks. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  And we really 

appreciate, you know, the welcome we have.  And -- and I 

think just to -- well, a number of -- the whole 

Commission, really, this morning was, you know, adamant 

in their -- their love of the area and the recreational 

opportunities and everything with it. 

        I do want to just point out that what -- what 

you guys are trying to do with the -- with The Adventure 

Trail, you know, working with the -- the local 

enthusiasts and the people supporting that, I know 

there's always, you know, others -- you have the balance 

of the others -- other people that would not support it.  

But just to be able to move this pilot program forward 

and be part of that, I really appreciate the county's 

work they've been doing on that.  And I hope that you 

guys continue to develop strong ties with, you know, the 

Forest Service and with the BLM and try to work 

collaboratively and -- and just do the best you can for 
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the public.  So thank you very much. 

        JEFF GRIFFITHS:  Thank you.  

        Well, we -- we have a wonderful relationship 

with the local field office of the BLM and also with the 

Inyo National Forest and -- and working through these 

issues. 

        And I guess one comment that I can make about 

the implementation so far of The Adventure Trails is 

that from -- from the Board of Supervisors' perspective, 

it's been critical to balance those issues between 

people who have concerns about the impacts of off-road 

vehicle use and the off-road vehicle users themselves.  

And our main -- main focus is on the success of this 

program for all of the -- all of the people involved so 

that, you know, it can be a model for other areas in the 

State.  And just been listening to the discussion this 

morning.  It sounds like that balance is important to 

your Commission as well.  Because without -- without it 

being a success for everybody, it -- it goes away. 

        So appreciate that. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you very much.  And thank 

you for coming to the meeting.  

        JEFF GRIFFITHS:  Thank you. 

///

///
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AGENDA ITEM V(B) - BUSINESS ITEMS - CONSIDER CONVENING 

THE OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE SAFETY EDUCATION COMMITTEE TO 

REVIEW POTENTIAL ISSUES FOR RESOLUTION

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So our next business item 

is going to be to consider convening the Off-Highway 

Vehicle Safety Education Committee to review potential 

issues for resolution. 

        So -- Greg.  

        GREG SCHUMAKER:  Good morning, Commissioners.  

My name is Greg Schumaker.  I'm the Off-Highway Vehicle 

Training Safety Coordinator for the Off-Highway Vehicle 

Motor Recreation Division. 

        I'm going to talk to you today about the 

Off-Highway Vehicle Safety Education Committee.  The 

report can be found behind Tab 5 in your binders.

        ATVs have been around for 45 years.  The first 

all-terrain vehicle was introduced on the market in 

1970, and the four-wheel version was developed in 1984.  

The ATV was a popular new design for the off-highway 

enthusiasts.  It provided additional recreational 

opportunity.  You can see from the early ads it was 

advertised as a snowmobile or a sand rail.  It could go 

through water, mud, really popular vehicle. 

        The ATVs' growth in popularity led to an 

increase in the overall number of accidents, and the 
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increase in the overall number of accidents led to new 

laws and the Consumer Product Safety Commission 

investigation. 

        In 1987, Governor Deukmejian signed the ATV 

Safety Education Law.  The law establishes the       

Off-Highway Vehicle Safety Education Committee.  This 

committee is made up of the Commissioner of the Highway 

Patrol, the Deputy Director of Parks & Recreation, the 

OHV Division, the Director of Motor Vehicles, and a 

member of the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation 

Commission appointed by the members of the Commission. 

        The committee approves the ATV safety training 

organizations.  And there could be multiple ATV safety 

training organizations.  At one time there were three 

different ATV training safety organizations throughout 

the State.  And the ATV safety training organizations 

provide the youth with the ATV safety certificates 

required in Section 38503 of the Vehicle Code. 

        The Division funds ATV youth training and public 

education materials.  The Off-Highway Vehicle Safety 

Education Committee has not met since 2001.  Some of the 

current ATV safety challenges include updates in 

technology, a review of the current program, rentals, 

out-of-state certificates, and a challenge course. 

        Possible Commission actions include recommending 
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that the Off-Highway Vehicle Safety Education Committee 

reconvene, appoint a Commissioner to serve on the 

Off-Highway Vehicle Education Safety Committee, or it 

can take no action. 

        That concludes my report on this business item.  

I'll turn it back over to the Commission Chair for 

discussion and public comment. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Does any of the -- do any 

of the Commissioners have a question for Greg? 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  I do. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Greg -- Greg, you said 

there was three safety training organizations.  I'm only 

familiar with one.  What were the other two, and are 

they actually providing any safety training?  

        GREG SCHUMAKER:  They're -- they're no longer 

around.  And I don't remember all their names, but I can 

get those to you.  

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Okay.  So I -- I do know 

that -- that there's the ATV Safety Institute, and 

that's the only one that I'm familiar with.  So that -- 

is that correct?  Is that the only one?  

        GREG SCHUMAKER:  That's the only one in use at 

this time.  

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Okay.  And so you don't 
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know why -- we don't know why those other two 

disorganized or left or -- it may be a while back.  I've 

never heard of any other organizations besides ATV 

Safety Institute.

        (Unidentified speaker unintelligible.)

        GREG SCHUMAKER:  Yeah.  They -- they offered a 

classroom program, and they just -- they went out of 

business.  They couldn't make a profit doing that 

course.  

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Okay.  Thanks.  Those are 

my questions.  Thanks, Greg.

        GREG SCHUMAKER:  Okay. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Murphy.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  If you would, would you go 

back to the slide that showed the -- the make up of the 

Commission.  Thanks. 

        Okay.  Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah, could we leave that side up 

there, actually, for a moment, please.  Thank you. 

        Commissioner Slavik.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Yep.  My understanding is 

it's for -- they're our designated -- or designee with 

that.  

        GREG SCHUMAKER:  That is correct. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  So just make -- just make 
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that clear.  

AGENDA ITEM V(B) - BUSINESS ITEMS - CONSIDER CONVENING 

THE OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE SAFETY EDUCATION COMMITTEE TO 

REVIEW POTENTIAL ISSUES FOR RESOLUTION - PUBLIC COMMENT

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  All right, Commissioners, 

at this point we are going to look at -- hear some 

public comment on this item, and then we'll discuss it, 

and then we'll go from there.  Okay? 

        All right.  Public comment.  The first person 

will be John Stewart, followed by Ed Waldheim.

        JOHN STEWART:  Good morning, Commissioners.  

John Stewart, California Four-Wheel Drive Association.  

        The subject of OHV safety is something that I 

believe needs attention.  Now, where my constituents, my 

members -- the members of Cal Four-Wheel are really 

involved in the full-sized four-wheel drive vehicles, 

out on the trails we do see some obvious potential 

safety issues.  And having an active safety training 

program, I think, is something that's very important for 

the safety of all because between large vehicles, small 

vehicles, the smaller vehicles are going lose all the 

time.  And there's going to be a tragedy that we -- that 

is avoidable.  Yeah, I -- I encourage that this concept 

of they reconstitute the safety commission or committee, 

and let's come up with having a meaningful safety 

56
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



program.  Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Ed Waldheim, followed by Mike 

Johnston. 

        ED WALDHEIM:  Ed Waldheim, CORVA, and all the 

other organizations.

        Institutional memory is needed very badly here.  

In the 1980s, we created -- we, the Commission, created 

the ATV Safety Program.  I got number one and my wife 

got number two training at the Honda Training Center in 

Colton where they -- not Colton, in Torrance.  And so we 

had the first training program take place.  We, the 

Commission, the committee, created the people to train 

people out there to get their education.  So we had 

several vendors that consequently have gone under.  

There's -- if you -- if you -- way to go back and look 

at the minutes from back in 1980 -- the eighties, you 

will find all the companies that we had.  You go -- I 

think we were setting aside about $250,000 a year for 

the training purpose to take place.  That all went under 

because never -- nobody ever really paid much attention 

to it, even today. 

        There is hardly any -- there's not a single law 

enforcement person will stop a kid and ask them for his 

ATV certificate.  It just doesn't exist.  And why did 

they do that, because we've just totally failed 

57
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



miserably in following up with the ATV training program. 

        But the dealers have done everything in their 

power to make it happen.  They give free training.  They 

give -- pay for it.  They have done everything in their 

power, but it has not gotten into the field. 

        I'm desperately trying with Friends of Jawbone 

and Friends of El Mirage to reach the kids.  The OHV 

program is granting us $20,000 each one to do it.  We 

train people; we're starting to do that, but we're just 

one.  There's 1.4 million off-roaders out there for 

God's sake.  We have to take this seriously. 

        Mr. Chairman, I think you need to set up a 

committee with any of you guys that's in here, and get 

back to, okay, who are these trainers?  Because ASTI 

can't do it.  We had people make reservations.  You come 

in, and they don't even show up.  So you have a trainer 

travel to Jawbone to train somebody, and the people 

didn't even bother showing up.  So I don't know where 

the real answers -- I'm going to do my best to try to 

get to the kids on a local basis, but we're not getting 

the job done.  There's got to be a way that the law 

enforcement can now realistically go ask for the 

certificate and the kid has it.  But right now it just 

isn't happening.  So we have failed in that area.  So 

it's something the Commissioners, if they want to do 

58
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



that, set up an ATV or an education committee, like we 

did back in the eighties -- and we failed because we 

didn't follow up and we got into other things, and we 

yanked the money from them and -- you've got to put some 

money into this thing.  You just can't -- it doesn't 

happen by itself.  It just doesn't happen by itself.  So 

it desperately is needed.  So let's see if you guys can 

put it together again. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Mike Johnston, followed by Dave Pickett.

        MIKE JOHNSTON:  I'm Mike Johnston.  I'm with the 

Eastern Sierra Four-Wheel Drive Club, and we are a 

four-by-four, but we share the trails with the ATVs.  

And this is really critical.  And the trail etiquette, 

as was mentioned earlier, the potential of problems -- 

we're going to see more and more traffic out there, 

especially in -- in our area, the Owens Valley, the  

Inyo -- Inyo Forest because of the -- hopefully, this 

Adventure Trails Program is very successful, and that's 

going to put more ATVs on the -- on the roads out there.  

So it is important that we, as a -- as a group move 

forward with safety as -- as a main issue and -- and 

starting with ATVs.  I think it's a great program. 

        Thank you.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 
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        Anyone who's come in late for public 

comment-wise wants to fill out a slip? 

        No?

AGENDA ITEM V(B) - BUSINESS ITEMS - CONSIDER CONVENING 

THE OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE SAFETY EDUCATION COMMITTEE TO 

REVIEW POTENTIAL ISSUES FOR RESOLUTION - COMMISSION 

DISCUSSION

        CHAIR CABRAL:  All right.  So we're going to go 

to Commission discussion. 

        So -- well, first off, I'd just like to discuss 

from -- my family has a dealership, so -- they have a 

Honda/Suzuki dealership.  So from a dealership 

perspective, there's paperwork, there's a protocol that 

we have to follow that is for selling an ATV.  We get 

checked on a regular basis.  So on the retail side, I 

think that -- that -- how that process works, there is a 

pretty good process and it's under scrutiny on a regular 

basis.  But I certainly feel that the system that's set 

up currently is old, and it doesn't reflect where the 

market has changed.  And we've had a dramatic increase 

in side-by-side vehicle sales, which are nearly the size 

of a four-wheel drive jeep but are capable of traveling 

over difficult terrain at much higher speeds.  And   

they -- they have a completely different type of safety 

issues that they present compared to, say, like a Jeep 
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would.  You come to a difficult section in a trail, the 

Jeep folks usually see, or anyone in a four-wheel drive 

type of road-based vehicle, they're going to be coming 

through it at a nice controlled pace and stuff, where 

someone in a side-by-side -- and it can be a new, used, 

it come in and they're pretty darn hot and come through 

a section.  And if you're coming the other way in a 

smaller vehicle, it can be quite intimidating.  And if 

they don't know how to control the vehicle, it can be 

extremely dangerous. 

        I also would like to point out that I witnessed 

on a private-property situation, the Eastern Kern 

Recreation Landowners Association has implemented a 

system where they I.D. themselves as a local private 

property owner when they're riding in the area for other 

reasons.  But I was really impressed with the fact that 

they had some type of a recognizable I.D. on them when 

they were out recreating.  And I hope that we can start 

looking at maybe some different out-of-the-box things 

towards the future for safety issues that would be where 

a person could be identified.  So a law enforcement 

officer can glance and see whether someone is -- is 

certified or not.  So that would be something -- I don't 

know how exactly that we can -- technology is certainly 

emerging in a lot of areas electronically.  But I just 
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would like to see something along those lines. 

        I know in cross-country-type motorcycle racing 

we have a little sticker with a bar code on the side of 

the helmet.  I mean it's not that big deal.  It's not 

something that stands like a sore thumb.  So it could be 

something as simple as that. 

        Now, I also would like to point out that we have 

a Commissioner on this Commission who has had -- has 

extensive experience with safety programs and such, and 

that would be Commissioner Slavik.  And I think he'd be 

a wonderful choice for this position.  I know his 

appointment is due in the -- in January.  And I spoke 

with Commissioner Slavik and expressed to him my desire 

to see him to return to the Commission.  I think he 

brings a lot of good qualities to this Commission.  And 

I would like to see -- and he said that he appreciated 

that.  He would like to possibly continue. 

        And so at this point, Commissioner Slavik, I'd 

like to get your thoughts on that. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Thank you. 

        This whole ATV safety thing is -- is a very 

complex issue.  I mean it's -- it's kind of easy to say 

that, you know, we should have a program and everybody 

should follow the program and follow the rules.  But on 

the ground, I think we all know that it really boils 
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down to individual choices by people who own vehicles, 

whether they're four-wheel drive or small ATVs. 

        You know, I would be happy to continue this role 

as -- as an ATV -- in the ATV Safety Committee.  I was 

on it initially, I believe -- I'm trying to remember.  

I'm pretty sure I was.  And Tom Bernardo -- there was 

more components to this, if -- if I remember.  Probably 

during the -- the Daphne era where we had -- we had 

educators come in, we had -- we had a lot of people come 

in.  I remember we met at -- at the Prairie City in -- 

in your training center there.  And talk about -- 

because it's -- it's a more of a holistic approach to 

this.  There's -- there's got to be information that's 

put out to the public about what their responsibilities 

are.  So there's a whole -- there's a whole kind of a 

programmatic thing rather than just on the ground 

hand-ons safety training.  So it's a -- it's a bigger 

issue than just developing a course and getting people 

to follow it. 

        So I would be happy to be involved in that.  But 

I think we -- as the Chair said, we are -- was it the 

Chair -- we need -- no, maybe Ed Waldheim -- we need to 

throw money at this thing.  This is not going to be a 

cheap endeavor in the long run. 

        So that's my two cents worth. 
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        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Commissioners?  

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  I'd like to make a comment. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Perez. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Yes. 

        Well, first of all, if you go back into minutes 

in previous Commission Meetings that we've had, I -- I 

certainly have been a strong proponent of safety 

training for -- for youth.  I've made various comments 

about that.  It's part of the reason that I actually 

joined the Commission.  So I -- I absolutely agree that 

this Commission -- this committee needs to reconvene and 

take a look at not what -- not only what's going on 

today but for the future.  I think there are some 

solutions that would meet the needs of safety training 

for youth that could -- could better allow law 

enforcement to check to see if students -- if kids are 

getting the training that they need. 

        You know, I -- I mentioned this at the -- one of 

the last Commission Meetings, my son just got a driver's 

license.  He had to go through an online class.  He went 

through three days of training of three to six hours   

or -- so he did a lot of training to do that.  And I 

think that we need to have that type of training for our 

youth.  I don't think that what is currently being -- 

what -- what we have available is working.  And I would 
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like to be part of what the future might hold for 

training for -- for the youth. 

        And so I want to -- I want to nominate myself to 

be considered to be part of the safety committee 

training.  What I would like to see for the future is 

the youth to be able to provide something that will 

identify whether they have received the training or not.  

That could be using their iPhones to -- to show that 

they've taken a class; it could be, as Commissioner 

Cabral said, a sticker on their helmet; it could be a -- 

a mini driver's license that says, "I've done this.  I 

am trained, and I" -- "and I can prove that."  And I do 

believe law enforcement needs to ask for that.  And when 

they're not providing it, if -- it will take some time, 

but we'll get there eventually.  The public will know 

that this is what they have to show, that parents have 

to be responsible for their kids. 

        As I said, I -- my backyard is Oceano, and I've 

seen too many options where -- too many times where kids 

are not getting the training, the concessioners are 

providing it.  I've said this many times before.  And I 

think that, again, it's something that we can change for 

the future.  It's something that we can make better for 

the future.  I think it is possible that with the right 

folks at the table -- I think what has not worked is 
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that the right people have not been at the table.  The 

Department of DMV needs to be there, our Deputy Director 

needs to be there.  And then we need to outline what's 

most important for the future.  What's going to be most 

important to assure that our kids are being responsible 

riders. 

        And I think ultimately it's going to satisfy the 

folks that -- you know, the environmental folks that 

think that we're causing damage.  We can -- we can prove 

that we're going to make sure that we have responsible 

riders in the future.  So I feel very strongly about 

this particular issue.  It's something that -- that, 

again, I -- I joined the Commission for this purpose, 

and I think that if there's an opportunity to reconvene 

this committee, I would like to be on it because I 

really want to look at what we -- what technology we can 

use to better provide that evidence that we are being 

responsible for -- with our students.  Oregon's already 

doing it.  We just need to look at other states that are 

ahead of us, quite frankly, and -- and take a look at 

what they're doing, and then bring those ideas back.  

And if we can do something better, we ought to do it. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Patrovsky. 

        COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  During my years as a 

law enforcement ranger with the BLM, I had to treat
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many victims of unnecessary accidents on ATVs and 

motorcycles.  And the issue of ATV safety, especially 

with -- with younger riders, is -- is very important to 

me.  And I -- I think it should even be -- it should be 

a priority for -- for the Commission and for the -- for 

the OHMVR Program. 

        And I'd also like -- really like to see both 

Paul and Diana take the lead on this. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Actually, I'd like to ask 

something of the Deputy Director at this point.  And 

that would be -- I just want to kind of understand this, 

if this is a law that we would be putting this committee 

together.  But the Commission is going to have -- this 

is not -- this committee is operating outside of the 

Commission or within the Commission?  And then -- and 

how will the Commission have input on this committee?  

Because I think that the -- the last thing I'd want to 

see is a committee that's just operating on its own out 

in its own little area, and it's something that has a 

significant amount of input from the Commission as a 

whole.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I think Kathryn's going 

to do a quick check for us on it.  But my understanding 

is this is -- this is independent of the Commission, 

except for the fact that a Commissioner serves on it.  
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So this is a -- a separate entity.  It is -- it is 

something that we operate through the Division, 

obviously, but it is not part of the Commission, per se.  

Now, the interesting question is the law indicates that 

we need to provide membership including myself and a 

Commissioner.  I don't know that it says that you can't 

have more than one Commissioner; it just says "a 

Commissioner."  Although, you would probably want to 

limit it to no more than two; otherwise, you would get 

into the issues with two or more Commissioners and Brown 

Act restrictions.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Well, I -- I would be certainly 

interested in if we could -- at a point if we could have 

a vote on two Commissioners.  But I also think that both 

of the Commissioners are qualified for this position, 

and I think that each one brings a different skill set 

to it that would be important to it.  So if it was 

possible to do that, that would be the ideal situation.  

Because Commissioner Slavik certainly has set up large 

programs like this in the past.  And I think that to -- 

to implement a -- a large-scale new program would be 

something that would be in his -- with his skill set.  

And I think also Commissioner Perez has made it very 

clear and, with her actions for as long as I've been on 

this Commission and prior to that, that she is committed 
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to safety, and that she wants to see some changes.  And 

I think her passion and -- and -- and drive will be 

something that will be beneficial.  So I just want to 

see what we can do. 

        And I know there's discussion going on to the 

left of you right now -- or to your right, my left. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Based on the excited 

discussion next to me, what I would recommend, the -- 

the first and most critical requirement is to have the 

Commission determine if we should convene this safety 

committee.  Because obviously there's administrative 

requirements letting DMV know about it, letting 

Caltrans -- letting all the other members know about it 

so that we can actually convene the -- the committee. 

        Considering that in -- within approximately a 

month we're going to have another Commission Meeting, 

you could just defer deciding who was going to sit as 

the representative, the Commissioner, and we'll find 

out -- we'll delve into it and find out is there only 

one or can we have more one.  Does that sound good? 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Well, I think at this 

point why don't we have the Commission discuss what 

you're -- you just proposed.

   DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Yeah. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioners? 
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        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  I -- I was just thinking 

perhaps we could have a Commissioner appointed to this 

committee, and then we can also have an alternate so 

that in the event one of them can't make a meeting, the 

other attend.  Just a thought. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Well, let's just -- how 

does the Commission feel about accepting the 

Commission -- I mean wanting to reconvene the Commission 

and then giving us the -- the four weeks to -- to be 

able to review to see if we can have two Commissioners?  

Because that would be my desire, personally, but not as 

the Commission as a whole.  I mean each one of us has 

our own opinion.  But that would be my personal desire.  

But on the other hand, though, you know, we can also do 

nothing or we could name one Commissioner right now.  

So...

        LEGAL COUNSEL TOBIAS:  I -- I support your 

proposition to just vote on the convening, and then 

we'll see what happens at the next Commission Meeting. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Well, anything we do at this 

point is going to require a vote.  So -- 

        LEGAL COUNSEL TOBIAS:  Pretty much. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  I need a motion and a second and 

such.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Before our motion -- 
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before the motion, I just have to say that being 

involved in this in the past, it's -- it's pretty 

intense.  The other -- besides the Deputy Director's 

appointee, which might be Tom Bernardo or somebody like 

that or Greg, the other two entities that are involved 

in this Commission are not that inter- -- I don't know, 

that's not a good word -- they're not that involved in 

the actual ATV safety implementation and training aspect 

of things.  They're going to have to be educated.        

It's -- it's -- like I said before, it's a very complex 

issue, and it -- we've been wanting to do this since 

I've been on the Commission.  So I mean, literally, 

since 2002 I've been advocating that this Commission 

has -- you know, be reconstituted and has a lot more 

teeth in its -- in its actual implementation.  And 

like -- like Mr. Waldheim said, at one point the money 

was taken away and the whole thing was dissolved.  So we 

kind of lost our steam.

        But I want to say that at the State Park level, 

I'm thinking right now you guys -- the actual law 

enforcement side of the State Parks are actually 

stopping people that are -- that are violating ATV 

regulations.  So I don't think it's rampant at this 

point.  It was a long time ago, and people just kind of 

turned the -- looked the other way.  But we had this 
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whole side-by-side issue.  And like John Stewart said, 

we have the four-wheel drive issues.  It's a huge 

complex issue that we need to do deal with.   And it's 

going to take a lot of work. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes, Commissioner. 

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  So I move that we get 

clarification, if we can have two members appointed just 

so we can take an action today.  And I guess reconvene 

this committee -- the Safety Committee and participate.  

Because it not just includes safety, but it includes, 

also, our involvement and how we portray our parks to 

other advocates as well.  So if we can get clarification 

from our leaders on this item and make a decision for 

the October meeting. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So let me try to clarify 

that.  So what we're looking at --

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  I know.  I'm sorry. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  No, no.  That's okay. 

        So let's see.  What you're proposing, then, 

would be is to -- for us to take a vote now to reconvene 

the -- the committee?  

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Yeah.  Just see if we 

can get some clarification if we can appoint two members 

to this committee, like a -- a standing committee member 

and maybe an alternate or something like that.  I'm not 
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sure.  If you can provide us some clarity on that, our 

Director.  And then if we can make a decision, bring 

that back in October, and then we can vote on it then. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So what we'd be doing, 

then, we'd be voting to reconvene the committee, and we 

would be -- be naming the committee member or members -- 

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Yes.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  -- at the October meeting.  

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Uh-huh.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So that's where we're at 

with the motion.  Do we have a second of that motion?

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I'll second. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  All right.  We will be up 

for a roll call vote. 

        (Unanimous approval via roll call vote.)

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Well, I -- I really thank 

both of you Commissioners for your high level of 

interest in this.  And I -- I think we're going to be 

able to definitely come up with something good.  So...

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Comment?  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  I'd like to -- I'd like to step 

into the next one because we've got some cool things 

coming next.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Just real -- real quick.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay. 

73
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Real quick. 

        So the Commission, I think -- our understanding 

is that you're going to go to these other entities and 

present this -- the potential of this committee being 

reconvened.  I just want make an understanding that 

we're all in this together at this point. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Yeah.  What -- what 

staff will do at this point is we will draft letters and 

tell folks at the two additional agencies that we're 

inviting them to participate.  We will also do research 

to see if we can do two Commission Members 

participating.  And right now it talks about kind of a 

four-person -- but Kathryn is going to check into the 

law and see if we can allow to have two Commissioners on 

it, which would just make things easier.

        You know, it's also -- and -- and -- you know, I 

don't -- I don't want to sound like the grim reaper, but 

we also need to understand that term limits are ending, 

too.  So from that standpoint it actually is better if 

you have two.  Because if one does not renew, you know, 

then we've got some continuity as well.  So we will try 

to find the ability to put two on it if we possibly can.  

Okay? 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  And it would -- also be 

wonderful if we can get the -- if the other entities 
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could be possibly invited to our Commission Meeting and 

tour -- that would be probably a good introduction to 

them -- for them. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We can certainly make 

that offer, yeah. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Thank you. 

AGENDA ITEM VI - PROGRAM REPORTS

        CHAIR CABRAL:  All right.  So we are through our 

business items.  

AGENDA ITEM VI(A) - PROGRAM REPORTS - CARB RED STICKER 

REGULATION

        CHAIR CABRAL:  And next we have our Program 

Reports.  And we have the California Air Resources Board 

Red Sticker Regulation Report. 

        KATIE GEORGE:  All right.  Good morning.  I am 

Katie George with the Air Resources Board, and I will be 

co-presenting with my colleague, Cassie Lopina. 

        And I wanted to start off by saying thank you.  

We really appreciate the invite to present here and keep 

you guys updated with what we're working on with regards 

to off-highway vehicles.  And we look forward to future 

collaboration and involvement. 

        Today I'll be presenting our Red Sticker 

Off-Highway Recreational Vehicle Assessment Update.  

We're going to start with the OHV Program Status Update, 
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and then we'll give you an update on your Population 

User Survey, testing, and our findings and next steps. 

        In 2013, Air Resources Board staff went to the 

board -- our board to propose evaporative controls for 

off-highway vehicles.  At that time, the board approved 

these -- this proposal for Green Sticker evaporative 

controls, and they directed our staff to conduct an 

assessment of the Red Sticker Program.  The purpose of 

the assessment is to investigate evaporative and exhaust 

emissions' impact of Red Sticker off-highway vehicles.  

And in order to do that, we need to do a vehicle 

population evaluation, emissions testing, and a User 

Survey. 

        So what are the components of this assessment?  

Well, if we want to quantify emissions, we need to know 

how many vehicles there are and how these vehicles are 

used and how much they're emitting.  And so it follows 

similarly for exhaust and evaporative emissions with -- 

generally speaking, the major differences being with 

exhaust emissions.  We're worried about how many miles 

they're driven, and with evaporative, we're worried 

about how many hours they're stored.  But we need to 

know how many of these vehicles are there.  So that's 

our population evaluation.  And then how are they used, 

and this is where our User Survey comes into play.  And 
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how much they're emitting; so our in-use emissions 

testing. 

        So we'll now dive into the evaluation of the 

population of off-highway vehicles.  This procedure 

began because we needed DMV data in order to select 

models for our emissions test matrix and also for our 

User Survey.  So we received this DMV data.  And then we 

found that the automated decoder, the POLK VIN    

decoder -- it's actually used for on-road decoding -- it 

was not developed to recognize off-road vehicles very 

well, and so we were only able to identify select models 

from the major manufacturers.  Therefore, we wanted to 

get a better idea of what the actual population of these 

off-highway vehicles was.  So we manually sorted and 

decoded the DMV records, and then we went through and 

digitized our entire Green and Red Sticker certification 

database so that we can correlate the two and look at 

manufacturers and models and how they line up 

certification-wise. 

        So we broke down the population by sticker type 

and category using our certification database.  And when 

we're finished with all of this, we're planning to use 

this research to build a VIN decoder for off-highway 

vehicles. 

        First, we'll jump into the off-highway 
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motorcycle population.  And this is a snapshot from the 

2013 DMV database.  So first I want to direct your 

attention to the legend on the right-hand side.  

"Unknown," those are the vehicles that were unable to be 

decoded.  And then we have the "Historic" category, and 

that's up to 1997.  And then there's the pre-2003 Green 

and pre-2003 Red categories.  Those are from 1998 to 

2003 when the Red Sticker Program was established but it 

wasn't actually being enforced yet.  And then "Green" 

and "Red," those categories run 2003 to 2013, and that's 

when the Red Sticker Program was being enforced. 

        So on the left-hand bar you can see that's 

the -- what we were able to decode using the POLK VIN 

decoder.  So the automated VIN decoder.  One of the 

things you can see right off the bat, and this is -- 

this is what caused us to raise an eyebrow is that we 

have 44 percent unknown rate.  And there were a total of 

about 460,000 DMV records there.  So when we went 

through and manually decoded, we were able to get it to 

less than a 1 percent unknown rate, and a total of 

505,221 off-highway motorcycles.  And there's that 

disparity between the total populations, and that's due 

to some of the DMV records being miscategorized.  And so 

we found in certain cases these off-highway motorcycles 

would have been marked as on-road or ATVs or other 
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categories.  And by manually decoding it, we were able 

to pull those into the correct category.  And so now you 

see in total Reds -- speaking Red, our updated estimate 

is that Red comprises about 40 percent of the total 

population; Green are 43 percent of the population, and 

then Historic, around 17 percent of the off-highway 

motorcycle population. 

        So next we wanted to dive into this further and 

break it down by manufacturer.  And this is for 2003 to 

2013 data.  The pie on the left is Green Sticker 

off-highway motorcycles, and the pie on the right is Red 

Sticker.  And you can see that in both cases the    

major -- the five major manufacturers, which in this 

case is KTM, Suzuki, Kawasaki, Yamaha and Honda, they 

make up 95 percent at least of the population of     

off-highway motorcycles for both Green and Red Sticker 

off-highway motorcycles. 

        So we wanted to delve into this a little bit 

further and look at how DMV -- what kind of registration 

DMV had given these vehicles versus what our 

certification database told us.  So the -- the legend on 

the top, that's the type license codes.  So that's 

within the DMV data.  And so that's what registration 

the DMV would have given these bikes.  And then the 

bottom, we've broken it down by certification sticker of 
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type.  So you can look at pre-2003, those pre-2003 Green 

bikes, you can see of about 48,000 bikes, 7,000 of them 

were able to get on-road certified.  And then we have 

the Green category.  And in this instance, there were 

about -- 7 percent of them totally were able to get 

on-road certification.  Then you see the pre-2003 Red, 

and the reason that these were all given Green is, like 

I was saying, that the program was established, but it 

wasn't yet being enforced.  So we know these buyer 

certification database, these are Red Sticker bikes, but 

they're able to be used just like a Green Sticker bike 

would be used. 

        And then we have the Red category, the far 

column to the right.  And there we see that in this case 

about 10 percent of those were able to get Green 

Stickers.  And this is improperly keying VIN codes.  So 

usually in order to tell a Red Sticker bike in the 

eighth digit of the VIN, it's a 3 or a C.  And we were 

finding that sometimes these would be 0's or -- or coded 

improperly and they were able to get a Green Sticker 

even though by our certification database they are Red 

Sticker vehicles. 

        Next we broke it down by displacement.  So you 

can see on the legend we've broken it down by Green and 

Red, and then the displacement on the Y axis, starting 
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with the lower displacements on the bottom.  And what we 

see here is that approximately 80 percent of the Green 

Stickers are actually less than 251cc, and about       

75 percent of the Red Stickers are greater than 150cc. 

        Next we'll go through the same thing with the 

ATV population.  And this -- when we talk about ATVs, 

we're talking about the ATV similar to the one that you 

see on the screen.  We have not finished our analysis 

with side-by-sides or utility vehicles yet.  So that 

data will be to come. 

        Once again, we were able to break it down and 

get it to an unknown of around 3 percent.  And then our 

2003 to 2013 ATVs that are Red make up only about       

4 percent of the population, and 2003 to 2013 ATVs that 

are Green make up 60 percent of the ATV population. 

        Next, we broke this down by manufacturer as 

well.  As you can see, the Green Sticker ATVs are on the 

left, in the left pie chart, and the Red Sticker ATVs 

are on the right. 

        For Green Sticker ATVs, the major manufacturers 

make up 94 percent of the population, but for Red 

Sticker, we see that's 85 percent of the population.  So 

the predominant portion of the population is Chinese 

manufacturers making Red Sticker ATVs at this point.  

And that -- so though that -- so though the Red Sticker 
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portion is a, you know, small fraction of the total ATV 

population, it's predominantly the Chinese manufacturers 

that have been producing them since 2003. 

        Next we will get into the User Survey data.  And 

my colleague Cassie Lopina will take over. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Thank you.  Thank you.  

        Okay.  So a lot of this is a recap on the User 

Survey.  We've discussed this before at a Commission 

Meeting.  So right now we're actually about to launch an 

Activity and Usage Survey, which is being conducted by 

UC Davis.  And it's a collaboration between ARB and 

State Parks' OHV Division.  The results will help us to 

understand rider preferences and to quantify vehicle 

usage.

        A post card invitation to participate in the 

online survey is randomly sent to registered off-highway 

motorcycle and dual sport owners.  One change that was 

made from the last time that we presented is that we met 

with the Motorcycle Industry Council at a Technical 

Working Group Meeting, and they requested that we send 

the post cards out to every vehicle status category.  So 

if it's a non-op vehicle, if it's a suspended vehicle, 

all of those will be incorporated so we could better 

understand what percentages of those registration 

categories are actually operating. 
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        And then the survey will gather 2,900 responses 

from owners of 1,200 Red Sticker vehicle owners, 720 

Green Sticker vehicle owners, 500 for the Historic, and 

480 dual sport OHV owners.  So 500 Historic was recently 

added.  We noticed on the pilot that 33 percent of our 

Green Sticker respondents were from people that owned 

1996 or older vehicles, and we thought that was 

interesting.  So we -- we spoke with Tom about it, and 

he was able to give us another 500 park passes in order 

to capture that segment of the population.  And so we 

actually just finished some of our minor revisions, and 

we're expected to begin the survey probably next week.  

So...

        The next section of the presentation is 

emissions testing.  So the objective of our emissions 

testing is to investigate the Red Sticker off-highway 

motorcycle evaporative and exhaust emissions.  And -- 

and the reason being that we're just looking at 

off-highway motorcycles is, as you saw what Katie 

presented with the population is that the majority of 

Red Stickers are now off-highway motorcycles because of 

an EPA rule. 

        So we've -- our goal is to conduct emissions 

testing on 18 new and in-use off-highway motorcycles.  

And the vehicles were selected based on 2004 to 2012 DMV 
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registration data.  And we're evaluating emissions 

differences between OH and C categories, such as 

2-stroke, 4-stroke, carbureted, fuel-injected, modified 

and unmodified vehicles.  So we're getting new and 

in-use vehicles. 

        So to -- to -- in order to conduct our emissions 

testing, we primarily used two test facilities.  For 

evaporative testing we test in a sealed housing for 

evaporative determination.  We call it a shed.  And for 

exhaust we test on a motorcycle and ATV dynamometer. 

        So for the preliminary evaporative emissions 

test results, this is what we have thus far.  So keep in 

mind that right now there isn't a standard, and it 

doesn't begin until 2018 for exhaust emissions on Green 

Sticker vehicles.  So these Red Stickers still will not 

have to meet this 2018 standard.  But as you can see, 

the standard is set at 1 gram of TOG per day.  And it  

is -- and you can see that some of these are emitting 

significantly over that.  But fuel-injected vehicles are 

actually really close to meeting the -- the standard 

that we set.

        The -- the next set of test data is on exhaust 

emissions test results.  The current standard for Green 

Sticker is 1.2 grams per kilometer.  And as you can see, 

some of the fuel-injected Red Sticker vehicles are 
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actually fairly close to meeting that standard, and some 

actually did.  So we thought that was interesting.  But 

we also have the 2-stroke vehicles.  For -- for the 85cc 

carbureted 2-stroke, we were able to measure its 

emissions.  But for the higher displacements, such as 

250 and 300cc, they actually exceeded out instrument 

range and contaminated our testing system.  And so we're 

actually not able to test those anymore.  Our lab kicked 

us out.  And so we're looking at alternative ways to 

test these vehicles because they're emitting at such a 

high level.  And something to note about that as well is 

that while we're doing this VIN decoding effort, we're 

also purchasing this -- it's called a Max Model 

Attribute Matrix.  And what it will -- it's from MIC.  

And what it tells us is for each model the configuration 

of that vehicle.  And so right now we haven't presented 

like a population on how many 2 -- 2-stroke like 

carbureted versus fuel-injected there are or 2 versus 4, 

and we're planning on doing that once we get that 

information MIC because we want to make sure it's as 

accurate as possible.  So by no way are we advocating 

that all Red Stickers are 2-stroke. 

        And then on the reverse side of that is looking 

at the nox emissions.  The nox emissions from -- from 

Green Stickers are actually higher than from Red 
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Stickers, and that's because the Green Stickers are 

actually tuned leaned and the Red Stickers are tuned 

rich. 

        And another thing to look at here, too, is that 

our standard actually isn't that low and it's not that 

difficult to meet.  We actually don't have a hydrocarbon 

plus nox emissions standard, which is -- is rare for our 

agency.  EPA actually does.  Their -- their emission 

standard is 2 grams of hydrocarbon per kilometer.  But 

in Europe they actually -- in Euro 5, they just reduced 

their emissions standards for off-highway vehicles.  And 

their standard for hydrocarbons is .1 grams per 

kilometer compared to our 1.2, but they also have a nox 

emissions standard of .6.  And you could kind of see 

where these vehicles, their -- their emissions data lies 

in comparison to those standards. 

        The -- the final portion of the presentation is 

our findings and next steps.  So the population of Red 

Sticker OHMC's is 2.5 times larger than indicated by 

utilizing the POLK VIN decoder.  Vehicles are not always 

issued the correct registration.  Seventy-five percent 

of Red Sticker OHMC's have displacements greater than 

150cc's.  Findings from the OHV Users -- Users Survey 

are expected in winter 2015.  Larger displacement 

2-stroke OHMC's emit levels of hydrocarbon exceeding 
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upper instrument -- instrument upper limits. 

        So our project timeline, this is a little bit 

confusing, but we keep coming back and saying, you know, 

we're making progress.  But we kind of wanted to give 

everyone an idea of what we've been doing and where -- 

where we're going.  So our goal is to have a board 

update for ARB's board in February of 2016.  And that 

date is a little bit fluid depending on how much we're 

able to get done.  We want to go to them -- back to them 

with a complete picture.  So as of right now we're 

expecting, like I was saying, in winter to get the 

results of our owner survey. 

        And then for testing, that's just going to 

continue until we figure out how to -- how to test those 

higher displacement 2-stroke vehicles.  And we still 

have a few vehicles on our matrix that we haven't been 

able to procure.  So as soon as we are able to get that 

finished. 

        And then the final portion is this population 

evaluation, and that only actually began at the 

beginning of this year when we noticed some 

discrepancies when beginning the survey mail out.  And 

we're beginning -- we've already begun to develop the -- 

the VIN decoder.  And we're hoping to have as much of 

the population back-casted for the February board 
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update. 

        So our next steps are to continue emissions 

testing to complete the test matrix, evaluate responses 

from the Usage and Activity Survey, build a VIN decoder 

from our newly decoded data, host a Technical Working 

Group meaning to -- and a stakeholder workshop to share 

our final survey data, and then to update our board in 

2016. 

        So if you have any questions about any of this, 

you could contact my colleague Katie or myself or our 

manager. 

        So any questions? 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah, there's a number of 

questions.  But at this point, actually, I'd like to be 

able to hear from Chris Real who's been observing the 

testing.  So if that would be possible, please. 

        CHRIS REAL:  Oh.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  I surprised him.  He's like, 

"Huh?" 

        I know the public's going to want to know how 

the observation of the testing went, so...

        CHRIS REAL:  Well, good morning.  And thank you 

for this surprise.  Chris Real, DPS Technical. 

        I have had the luxury and the good fortune to be 

able to observe much of the -- of -- of the testing 
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that's -- that's been going on at the California Air 

Resources Board test facility down in El Monte, 

California. 

        Basically, what -- what Cassie, you know, showed 

was two primary instruments:  We have a -- a large 

evaporative shed; I lovingly equate that to the pizza 

oven where we put the bikes in there and heat them up 

and -- and measure the emissions that come off.  And 

then the -- the -- the dynamometer, which -- which I'll 

call the treadmill.  And so, you know, with -- with both 

types of -- of the instruments, you get a -- a pretty 

good picture of -- of -- of what the emission is coming 

off.  And -- and what my observations are, first of all, 

the ARB staff has allowed the -- the industry, to a 

point, a -- a technical non-biased observer, which 

has -- which has been myself, and -- and I've been 

reporting back to -- to the -- to the industry on    

what my -- what my observations are.  And -- and what I 

can tell you with a degree of confidence is that the -- 

the test protocol, you know, by the -- by the federal 

standard, by the -- by the federal test procedure on  

the -- on the dyno -- on the -- on the treadmill, the -- 

the vehicles have been operated by that procedure 

properly, been able to observe some of the -- the -- the 

preconditioning cycles where it's -- what I'll call a -- 
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a practice test.  And not all of the vehicles that have 

come into their laboratory have been suitable for -- for 

testing for one reason or another.  And so the -- the 

majority of those vehicles didn't make it into the -- 

from what I can see, didn't make it into the final data.  

So I'm -- my observation is that the data is -- is 

pretty representative of -- of a -- of a vehicle that 

actually runs. 

        My other observation is by -- by being an 

expert, you know, some of the -- the -- the actual  

tests -- the test procedures themselves are -- are not 

ideally suited for -- for these vehicles, which is I 

know been a huge challenge for -- for ARB because 

they're -- you know, the -- you know, the -- the -- the 

equipment that's used is really not suited for -- for -- 

for vehicles of this nature.  So -- so they've had a 

very, very challenging job. 

        So, you know, it -- kind of in the nutshell, 

it's an ongoing process.  The data is coming out.  The 

vehicles are -- are being properly categorized.  I have 

a degree of confidence in the -- in the overall process.  

Being scientific, I'll see where the data falls out 

and -- and what the future brings. 

        But that's -- those are my observations.  I -- 

they -- they -- I -- I hope that that was clear.  And 
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apologize for being caught a little bit of a surprise.  

But -- but, you know, I do appreciate being part of 

this.  I have made a point to be available almost on 

a -- on a moment's notice to the -- to the laboratory 

technicians when they've got a -- a challenge.  I -- you 

know, I've been instructed by -- by -- by industry to -- 

to do whatever I can to observe and to help them in -- 

in a way that they can operate the vehicles without -- 

without damaging the vehicles or without a challenge.  

And -- and I am participating in the Technical Working 

Group and observing and -- and spending some time with 

the Air Resources Board and also with the industry. 

        So if that's a good enough report, I -- I --  I 

hope that it was clear.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Well, yeah, it was very clear.  

Thank you. 

        And with that, a couple concerns I've had with 

this.  I think I've observed a few of the tests.  The 

testing procedure I didn't think was applicable to a 

racing vehicle.  The manufacturers sell these vehicles 

as racing vehicles on the Red Sticker ones; that's 

clear.  So I know the levels -- I mean how deep this 

goes with having to have a standardized test and -- and 

all these type of things.  But these are racing 

vehicles.  They were not intended to have any type of 
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emissions or any type of warranty on them.  And I think 

that's something that's still an issue and will be an 

issue throughout this process. 

        But the other thing was on the 2-strokes, the 

2-stroke vehicles, they're very sensitive to 

maintenance.  

        CHRIS REAL:  Yes.  Yes.

        Chair CABRAL:  So they have to have -- to -- 

to -- for myself, just to educate everyone, I've built 

many racing 2-stroke motorcycles over the years for road 

racing and motocross.  And something as simple as an 

improperly oiled air filter, a slightly dirty air filter 

can affect how the bike performs.  If it's affecting the 

performance, it's certainly affecting the tailpipe 

emissions. 

        So with that, the other one would be is the 

gas-to-oil mixture ratios and the type of oil that's 

being used.  And I was wondering if you thought that 

the -- the 2-strokes were -- had the proper maintenance, 

if they were at the proper levels and if they were using 

the right gas and oil mixtures as far as you observed.

        CHRIS REAL:  That's a -- that's a multifaceted 

question.  Let me -- let me -- let me -- let me take a 

bite of -- of that question as -- as I understand it. 

        First of all, the -- the new vehicles were -- 
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that were -- that were secured from -- you know, from -- 

from dealerships and -- and prepared, you know, as it 

would be delivered to an end consumer, you know, I have 

a high degree of confidence that -- that they were 

properly serviced, and they were using, you know, the 

appropriate gas/oil mixture, and the -- the -- the 

lubricant technology that suits the -- the -- the 

vehicle for general purpose use. 

        Now, with -- with -- with oils, you have 

multiple levels of performance and cleanliness, and 

that's an entirely separate subject.  So with that, it 

was pretty apparent by how the vehicle started, ran, 

performed that they would idle, they would -- they would 

get through the process pretty -- pretty agreeably, you 

know.  The same model of vehicles that were secured from 

the end consumer, maintenance records were not 

available.  But I did take a pretty good look at -- at 

the vehicles, and I'll say that some of the vehicles 

ranged on the -- from one end of the spectrum to -- to 

the other.  So from -- from very poor to very good.  

And -- and so -- but what I did observe is, you know, 

they were typically brought into -- to the lab just 

after they'd been ridden hard and put away wet.  And so 

maybe not as -- you know, as -- you know, maintained   

as -- as -- as they probably should have.  But -- but -- 
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but they're tested as delivered. 

        So -- so with that, that -- that's -- that's one 

aspect of it, is --

        Does -- does -- does that help you, Ted, and 

ladies and gentlemen? 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah.  I just -- I just wanted -- 

because you had just stated earlier that you were 

looking at -- that it looked like some of the vehicles 

that were in poor operating condition by the data didn't 

show up in the data.  So they were omitted possibly.

        CHRIS REAL:  Possibly.  You know, my -- you 

know, my role is as an observer, and I'm only able to 

comment on finalized data that I've seen. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Correct.  

        CHRIS REAL:  This -- this rolling road, it's a 

45-minute drive cycle.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Uh-huh.

        CHRIS REAL:  It's extremely difficult to take a 

quick view of the data as it's spooling off live because 

you don't -- it's very, very complex to -- to digest.  

And so I haven't actually seen the second-by-second 

vehicle-by-vehicle data.  I'm sure that Air Resources 

Board, when they've had a chance to compile all that 

data, will -- will probably make that public.  But I've 

made a point to -- to -- to not bias my opinion by a 
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single five-second view of a one-hour test that's 

repeated three times.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Right. 

        CHRIS REAL:  So -- so from -- from what I'm -- 

from what I see is the process is -- is very 

challenging.  The data is being gathered properly.  I 

have an opinion on the -- the actual test methodology, 

as -- as you've observed.  But we'll kind of wait and 

see as -- as -- as time goes on and where -- where it 

all shakes out. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.

        CHRIS REAL:  Is -- is that fair? 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah, that's fair.

        CHRIS REAL:  Oh.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  No, thank -- no, thank you.  I 

just wanted to get that -- the observation side of it.  

So that's -- that's wonderful. 

        The reason I -- I asked you up and to do that 

because these are types of concerns that I get from 

people that are very interested in being able to keep 

the 2-stroke product available to them for racing 

purposes.  And -- and so with that, I get constant 

emails, phone calls.  It -- it's an issue that's one of 

the hot-button issues that -- as far as feedback that 

I'm getting from the -- the riding public.  So that's 
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why I wanted to kind of get detailed here because I know 

that it's something that's -- I'm going to be asked 

detailed questions.  So...

        CHRIS REAL:  Yeah.  And -- and -- and -- and if 

I'm allowed to -- to -- to express an opinion on -- on 

the 2-stroke, 4-stroke.  Yeah, I've been riding, you 

know, my entire life.  Gone through the whole 2-stroke 

development side, the whole 4-stroke development side.  

I ride both.  The -- the desire to have a 2-stroke has 

merit.  It also has merit from an erosion standpoint.  

You know, when we -- when we start looking at the 

overall picture, I've, you know, followed and raced 

and -- and been passed by 2-stroke motorcycles and I get 

peppered with small stones.  And when I get passed by a 

4-stroke vehicle, I get -- 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes. 

        CHRIS REAL:  -- peppered with rocks.  And -- 

and -- and -- and so when I look at -- at it on a global 

side, it's -- you know, it's quite interesting.  And -- 

and I can appreciate the -- the consumer saying, "I kind 

of want something that's, you know, lighter and more" -- 

less expensive and maybe a less" -- "a less overall 

harmful vehicle."  But -- but that's an observation. 

        So I know you're going to keep getting 

questions, and I'm sure that Cassie and -- and the 

96
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



entire team at -- at ARB are going to get questions.  

But, you know, I'm -- I'm going do the best I can to 

continue to observe and be accessible for -- to -- to 

both -- you know, both the user groups, the Commission 

and ARB for my observations.  That's as much as I can 

do. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Well, thank you, Chris.  I 

appreciate what you had to say there. 

        So with that, I'd like to -- 

        Cassie, would you come back up, and then we 

can -- any things, thoughts or questions, the more you 

might want to add.

        CHRIS REAL:  Am I done?

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah, you're done. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Yeah, I just wanted to actually 

respond to some of your concerns -- 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Yeah. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  -- because we have addressed a 

lot of them. 

        The first being the oil issue and your concerns 

over the differences of emissions -- from emissions from 

different oil mix ratios.  And we actually just 

submitted an alternative test plan that's going to allow 

us to test bikes with different oil mixture ratios to 

see what the differences in their emissions are and see 
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how that impacts it. 

        Second thing that we're trying to do in -- in 

that amendment is we were trying to test vehicles with a 

PEMS.  And although they don't get to the granularity 

that we're looking for on emissions measurements, it 

will give us a better idea of what the potential 

emissions are from 2-stroke vehicles. 

        Another thing that we -- we're really interested 

in doing, you mentioned the Baja clean 2-stroke vehicle, 

and we really like -- would like to test that.  I think 

that we -- if we haven't already, we'd like to reach out 

and be able to acquire that vehicle so we could test it 

and see what it -- what it's emitting at. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Oh, you mean the beta. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  That --

        CHAIR CABRAL:  The beta, yeah. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Yeah, the beta, yeah.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  You know, I -- I spoke with them, 

and there's a -- they don't have the inventory right 

now.

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Uh-huh. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  But they -- we need to have a -- 

a formal request come from you guys to their testing 

department.  

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Okay. 
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        CHAIR CABRAL:  And then they will allocate 

something at some point.  So I didn't update you on 

that.  That's my fault.

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Okay. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay?  

        CASSIE LOPINA:  No problem.  And I mean anything 

that you have like that, we're more than willing to 

test.  I -- I really want to just nail in the point that 

this is an assessment.  It's not an attack on 2-strokes.  

It's not an attack on Red Stickers.  It's what are the 

emissions from these vehicles. 

        And like Chris was saying, we have with this 

scale of vehicles coming in from, you know, poor 

condition to really good condition, and we want to 

capture all that.  Because not every rider is going to 

properly maintain their vehicle.  But we needed to note 

that in the data.  Like this is -- you know, this is the 

range of emissions from this vehicle.  It's not one set, 

you know, emissions number that we're going to say all 

2-strokes at, you know, 250cc's are going to emit at 

this.  No, it's going to be a range.  We're going take a 

standard deviation of these, and we're going to try to 

understand, you know, what the -- what the real-world 

emissions are from these vehicles. 

        And another -- another thing that keeps coming 
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up is our load profile, our test cycle.  No one's 

satisfied with it.  We're not satisfied with it.  We 

know industry isn't satisfied with it.  But the problem 

that we're running up against is that we realize -- so 

that for anyone that isn't familiar with this, our -- 

our test cycle is also used for cars.  So when you try 

to run a competition motorcycle on the same test cycle 

as a car and you have a cold-start period and everything 

else on a motorcycle, well, then you have a problem, and 

sometimes your vehicle stalls and it doesn't run 

correctly.  And we've had a lot of those issues.  But in 

order to be able to change our test procedure, it's 

going to cost hundreds of thousands of dollars if we 

want to develop our own vehicle test procedure.  Because 

what that involves is putting equipment onto the 

vehicles, riding different trails in California, 

figuring out, you know, wheel slippage rates and 

elevation and how all that comes into play for how the 

vehicles operate in order to even come up with a test 

cycle.  And then later, we'll have more economic 

repercussions from manufacturers because then they would 

have to test in California to a load profile that they 

wouldn't test anywhere else in the world. 

        So what we're looking at now is how do we look 

at Europe's doing?  They have a different load profile 
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for their off-highway vehicles, and it also works for 

on-highway vehicles.  And we understand that we're not 

going to come up with this perfect load profile, and 

we're kind of against doing that only because of the 

amount of money it would cost the manufacturers and 

everyone else, but what can we all live with?  And that 

Technical Working Group that we've developed is -- is 

meant to be a forum for discussing what everyone can, 

you know, can kind of collaborate on.  And -- and then 

we could do some different comparisons like we'd like to 

do and look at vehicles on different load profiles and 

see how their emissions change on them and then figure 

what we're all willing to live with. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Well, having observed this, 

having interaction with yourself, your staff, with the 

testing staff, what I expected to happen, not to say I 

was being judgmental at the beginning and what I've 

seen, what I've observed is completely different.  And I 

have a high degree of -- of confidence in you guys as 

far as what you're trying -- what you're doing,      

you're -- you're gathering data, you're making the 

report, and then you're going to move forward with stuff 

that you can bring to your board.  And I -- I really 

think you -- you're doing your best to make a really 

comprehensive and fair type of a set up for these OHVs 
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down the road.  So I appreciate that very much.  And I 

know the -- the people outside in the OHV community do, 

too. 

        One thing is, is the racing motorcycles.  I know 

we've had this conversation private, but I would like to 

get this in the public record, is that I think it's 

important for the manufacturers to have these vehicles 

to be an offset or -- you know, they -- they're going to 

have to have some type of a zero or an extremely 

low-emission vehicle to offset these racing vehicles and 

they're fleet -- fleet-wide.  That's just my opinion on 

this. 

        The other thing would be is that I think it's 

really crucial to designate these racing bikes in a 

manner -- I know there's some -- some -- we've discussed 

this, so I just want to say that I think it's important 

to designate them.  I know with the racing motorcycles 

it would be rather easy to use the homologation process 

from the FIM or AMA to be able to designate those 

vehicles as race, but I know the conversion back and 

forth of like a Green Sticker and stuff becomes 

problematic, and you're working on it. 

        So I just appreciate the efforts and all the 

information you've put together here.  And I know I'm 

running a little long on it, and there's probably other 
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Commissioners that might want to comment on things.  So 

I'll --

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Can I just -- on really quickly 

to what you had just said?  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes.

        CASSIE LOPINA:  So one thing that we do -- we 

are finding the most difficult in this process is how -- 

so race vehicles, in case anyone isn't aware, they're 

exempt from regulation.  The problem is that we're 

looking at is that this exemption has what we -- we 

would say, you know, with almost half of the current 

fleet being Green -- Red Sticker, we think that the -- 

this exemption is a little large, larger than we 

expected it to be.  When the Red Sticker Program was 

created, we thought that all vehicles were going to, you 

know, over time become Green Sticker, and that didn't 

happen.  So now we're looking at, okay, what percentage 

of the Red Sticker riders are actually riding these 

vehicles recreationally.  What can we do to restrict the 

number of, you know, racing vehicles out there, and make 

sure that people that are riding these vehicles for race 

have access to them and not only on professional race 

teams, but people that, you know, are proprietary and 

they -- you know, they're going out and they're, you 

know, building their own vehicle. 
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        But a secondary concern that's actually come out 

of this whole assessment is for local California 

dealerships.  We don't want them to be in a situation 

where they sell a vehicle that's race and aren't able to 

work on it and, you know -- or are modify an existing 

Green Sticker vehicle for race because right now in 

California you can't do that.  And we see that as a 

problem.  We want people to be able to go out and buy a 

compliant vehicle and then turn it into a race vehicle 

if they'd like to. 

        And, also, we need some clarity, too, on use of 

after-market parts because that also tends to be an 

issue.  A lot of manufacture -- or a lot of dealerships 

are afraid of selling race after-market parts because if 

they get put on a compliant vehicle, then they're 

subject to enforcement action. 

        So how do we clean up this whole mess that's 

going on and make it very clear that the people have 

access to what they want to have access to.  In 

California, dealerships can sell vehicles clearly 

without any, you know, repercussions.  And as -- another 

thing that's come up in this assessment, too, was our 

concerns with the -- the Chinese manufacturers.  We've 

noticed 66 percent of the ATVs -- so 14 percent of 

current -- between 2006 to current ATV sales are from 
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Chinese manufacturers, and they only came into the 

market beginning in 2006.  And then we noticed that    

66 percent of their Red Sticker models actually were 

coded -- their VINs were coded for Green Stickers.  So 

we -- we have quite a bit of a concern with that, and we 

think that's somewhere else that we could work with 

manufacturers that are trying and are complying to try 

to figure out what we can do to make sure that, you 

know, we could identify these manufacturers and make 

sure only compliant vehicles are sold in California. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Thank you. 

        Commissioners, any questions for the ARB staff? 

 COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I -- I have a comment. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Oh.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I was curious if you 

included any trials bikes in your study.  Did you 

include any of those?

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Yeah, we did.  

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Which ones, specifically, 

do you know? 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Oh, I don't know what models.  

We have Enduro, we have trials, we have dual sport.  We 

have everything.  It's all just mixed into the various 

categories.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Okay.  I'd be curious to 
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know what those are because the trials bikes typically 

have a much higher -- or, I should say, lower 

oil-to-fuel ratio, and they're -- if they're going to be 

all included in whatever the end result of all this is 

going to be, I just would hope that there's -- they're 

not included as a gross polluter when their oil ratio is 

not as high. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Yeah. 

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  The other thing in -- in 

conjunction with that is that this is all going to lead 

to new regulations and new things for people to have to 

comply with.  And I would just ask that whatever that 

ends up being, that if you could try to work with 

everyone to try to make it as common sense as possible.  

You know, if we have a charcoal cannister and you have 

to hook that to the vent hose on the bike when you put 

it in the garage, we can do that.  We don't necessarily 

want to have to have a charcoal cannister hooked up to 

our bike that we're riding around with everywhere and 

getting damaged and who knows else.  So I would just ask 

that by the time this is all said and done that we can 

go about it as something that your average person out in 

the public is going to be able to, you know, hopefully 

live with, like you said --

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Uh-huh. 
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        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  -- and be something that 

we can all comply with in the -- in a cooperative way. 

        That's all. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Hafkenschiel.

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Hi.  Thank you, 

guys, for being here, and thanks for your report.

        I just would like to step back a little bit and 

get a broader -- I'm newer to the Commission, so maybe I 

hadn't heard some of how this assessment process 

started.  I would love to get a little bit more 

information about how this program and assessment is 

fitting into the bigger picture of Air Resources Board 

work and sort of their air quality goals for California.

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Okay.  So what -- what actually 

happened is when we went to our board in 2013, we 

proposed the evaporative emissions, and then we said -- 

on our presentation, we told the board members that Red 

Sticker vehicles wouldn't be included, and they --   

they -- the Red Sticker Program had passed -- had been 

adopted so long in the past, they were -- they were kind 

of surprised, like, Wait, that program's still around?  

You know, those are the only vehicles that they know of 

in California that's still allowed 2-stroke motors to be 

operated.  And so at that point that's when they went -- 

they asked us to go back and to do an assessment. 
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        And so our long-term goals, where that fits in 

is especially areas of concern like L.A.  

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Uh-huh. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  So the Los Angeles County.  

We're trying to see, you know, what the population of 

vehicles are down there.  They are trying to reduce 

emissions as stringently as possible.  I mean the 

on-road standards are, you know, .01 grams per day per 

mile.  But -- so what we have to do is at the conclusion 

of this assessment, we have to look at what the vehicles 

are emitting at and how far they're traveling and then 

where they're operating.  And you incorporate all that, 

and then you see if they overlap with any of the areas 

that we're concerned with, and that's how we'll come up 

with a solution for this problem. 

        So right now we don't have a like a set 

solution, and we think that all, you know, Red Sticker 

vehicles should meet the Green Sticker standard.  We're 

not at that point.  

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Uh-huh. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  We won't know what we need to do 

until, you know, we finish collecting all the data.

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  And do you guys have 

a sense already of sort of what the overall contribution 

of off-highway vehicles is to the -- to the criteria 
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pollutants in California? 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  We thought we did.  But now we 

have no idea.  There's a lot of new data.  Like we 

showed with the DMV, just our population just 

dramatically changed recently.

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Yeah. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  And so all of that, you know, 

we'll take into consideration.  And we're doing a 

spacial analysis of where everything is.  So all of 

that -- you know, we -- we're going to figure it out by 

air basin what the impacts are.  

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Yeah. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  And then you, you know, 

prioritize and you look at what other emission 

reductions can be done by the State and what we need, 

and if it's for nox or hydrocarbons.  And you look at 

all that in order to figure out what our plan is forward 

and what will be placed in our set.  Right now all we 

are required to do is report back to our board and let 

them know what the current emissions are from this 

category.

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Okay.  And then I 

didn't see anything about greenhouse gas emissions.  So 

you're focusing mostly on criteria pollutants?  

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Yes. 

109
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  And how come not on 

greenhouse gases?

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Well, this is a smaller category 

as well.  And right now the greenhouse gas emissions are 

being regulated more broadly on other categories.  We 

are measuring carbon dioxide emissions from these 

vehicles and -- just in order to, you know, add a 

broader context to our assessment.

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Uh-huh. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  And while we are concerned with 

greenhouse gas emissions, it isn't our primary concern 

for this -- for this effort.  

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Okay.  And then are 

we -- are -- are they scheduled to come back to us after 

their February board meeting?  Or what's -- when's the 

next time we'll hear a report from --

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Hopefully we'll come back to you 

as soon as we have all of the data analyzed from the 

survey.  Because it is a joint survey.  We worked 

extensively with Tom Bernardo.  We helped -- you know, 

he helped us develop a lot of these questions, and with 

industry.  And so once we finish our assessment on the 

data, we'll run it through Tom to see if he has any 

problems with any of the ways that we've done our 

assessment, and then, you know, we'll work together to 

110
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



figure out when we can update you.  But our goal is to 

come back before the board hearing. 

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Oh, before February.  

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Yeah.  That's our goal.  We -- 

we want to update the public -- before we ever go to the 

board, we want to at least host a workshop or some sort 

of public hearing where we could notify everyone of what 

we'd be sharing. 

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Great.

        Well, this is -- this is really helpful.  And I 

think, also, that sort of the next time we get a 

presentation, having a sense -- and once you have the -- 

the actual data, having a sense of where it fits into 

sort of the other emissions in California will be -- 

would be really helpful, and also by the basin-by-basin 

because that's obviously really important. 

        Thank you.  

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Thank you.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Commissioner Slavik.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  The question I have,    

are -- are you two young ladies totally -- is this      

100 percent of your job description is working on 

motorcycle emissions?

        CASSIE LOPINA:  On and off-road, yeah.  We look 

at it all.  
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        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  So -- so this is all you 

do.  You don't do anything else.  Okay.  

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Yes.  You make it sound so bad.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  No, no.  I'm -- I just 

want to know if -- 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  We enjoy our job.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  -- you're -- you're 

dedicated to this and --

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Yeah.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  And -- and -- and I would 

have to say I -- I totally appreciate the fact that you 

guys come out to these -- to our tours and our meetings 

and -- and start to understand the -- you know, the 

population of people out here, what their interests are.  

Because when all this started, it was a big mystery.  

You know, CARB was -- you know, they were that agency 

out in -- you know, somewhere that nobody knew anything 

about. 

        So thank you for being here. 

        CASSIE LOPINA:  Okay. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I think that should wrap 

up the CARB Report. 

        With that, I want to notify the public that on 

these program reports, that we're going to take public 

comment for them, all of them at once.  So that will 
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be -- we're going to do the CARB Red Sticker regulation, 

the BLM and U.S. Forest Service, after those three, 

we'll be doing public comment on at that point. 

        At this point, I'd also like to take a -- about 

a ten-minute break.  And then we'll come back and run 

through the other program reports before lunch.  Okay? 

        (Brief recess.) 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Let's reconvene. 

AGENDA ITEM VI(B) - PROGRAM REPORTS - BLM

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Next we have a Program Report 

from the Bureau of Land Management. 

        Jane. 

 JANE ARTEAGA:  Yes, it was on. 

 Good morning.  Jane Arteaga, BLM, OHV, and 

Travel Management lead for the State of California, BLM. 

        Commissioners, Division, members of the public, 

I thank you for coming and visiting us here in -- in our 

Bishop Field Office area.  And I -- I'm glad you did -- 

went ahead and stepped out and came so far because our 

recreational OHV use is very different here than a lot 

of our other areas throughout California.  It's -- well, 

not so different, but it -- it's multi-use recreation, 

and you really see it here in a confined area, you know. 

So -- but it, also -- it's very dispersed, too.  If you 

notice our -- we had to drive a long ways to get to our 
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BLM lands.  So...

        I have with me today is Karl Symons from the 

Ridgecrest Field Office, who will be giving you a 

briefing on the WEMO Plan.  Then Este Stifel, she's our 

Cen Cal District Manager.  Becca Brook, who's our 

Resource Recreation Supervisor for a Bishop Field 

Office.  And Rich Williams, who's our Rec Planner here 

at the Bishop Field -- Field Office.

        First off, we'd like to start off with -- I -- I 

apologize for not getting the report to you early.  

My -- my priorities are DRECP, WEMO, and, of course, a 

fire happened.  So I was off on a fire for 23 days 

straight and then came home sick.  So tried to get work 

done while I was sick, but that wasn't very successful. 

        One of the major things that are changes for BLM 

that's going to be happening for us is Jim Kenna is 

retiring, our State Director.  He'll be retiring 

February 2nd, and it has not been announced who's -- 

who's going to replace him. 

        ESTE STIFEL:  October.

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Or October 2nd.  I'm sorry, I'm 

getting my dates mixed up.  October 2nd.  And -- so very 

soon.  And -- and we haven't heard who's going to be the 

interim director as of today.  So -- it might have been 

announced today, but we're not there to find out. 
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        One of the -- one of the things that are -- 

happened with the BLM is the Cow Mountain -- as you 

mentioned earlier, Commissioner Cabral, that Cow 

Mountain is looking at doing a Recreation Management 

Plan, which is called a RMP.  We're currently out to the 

public for comments, and we want the public input on 

what we should be looking at.  So what is it about Cow 

Mountain that are -- is of value to you, what kind of 

trails, what kind of campgrounds, whatever you think we 

need in Cow Mountain, we need that input from you and 

the users. 

        This week we had public meetings so that -- the 

scoping process is always open, so I have the 

information that you could contact Sara Matthews from 

our Ukiah Field Office.  It's on the slip here, so you 

could -- on my report.  You could go ahead and contact 

her and give her your response to that, and/or submit an 

email. 

        Some of the topics you were talking about was 

OHE -- OHV safety.  And as you know, that's a huge issue 

with our -- us, also.  I'm not sure if an BLM employee 

is allowed to be on the committee and/or an advisor, but 

we would like to participate.  Two reasons:  One reason, 

that if any laws or regulations will be created out of 

this, we would like input into that because we'll be 
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implementing it.  And the second, if any tools are 

created, it makes sense that throughout the agencies, 

wherever -- we have the same implementation system no 

matter where you go to, whether it's Forest Service, 

State Parks or BLM lands. 

        The other thing I wanted to notice that -- or 

inform you is that the Feinstein bill, the current bill 

we have not been asked to report on yet.  And -- and 

same with the Cook bills.  But the previous in 2012, I 

believe it was -- in 2012 we gave support of that bill.  

And we're constantly working with -- so if they ask us 

for information or data of usage, whether it's 

wilderness or OHV areas and/or maps or what are current 

road/trail system, we always supply -- or we always 

provide that -- that information to Feinstein's office.  

And I -- we haven't gotten any requests from Cook yet, 

but I'm sure that will happen as they negotiate back and 

forth on what will be happening as far as what bill will 

go forward to the president to sign if -- hopefully we 

get that far. 

        We're going to have two Youths Summits this 

year.  November 13th will be the second time we'll be 

having it in Southern California at Mt. SAC College -- 

Mt. San Antonio College.  Again, we're working with all 

our different partners to help us put that -- make sure 
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that's successful.  And it's going to be a little 

smaller.  It's -- we're only looking about 200 -- 

outreach to 200 youth.  And it -- what's good about that 

one, it's going to be at least half of the day outdoors.  

And they have a Nature Center right next door, and so 

we'll be utilizing that.  So that would keep the youth 

very interactive with the program. 

        And then February 19th we'll be having it again 

at Sacramento State College -- University, excuse me.  

And one of our surprise presenters is going to Ted 

Cabral.  No, he made -- he made the mistake of 

volunteering his services at the last -- at the last one 

and -- to give a workshop.  So I'm -- I'm holding him to 

that and making it official by announcing it right now. 

        So to give you an idea of how important RMPs are 

for -- for BLM, RMP -- a RMP is an Implementation Plan.  

It's what we decide -- RMP is kind of a global vision of 

that field office.  RMP is a more in-the-dirt detailed 

plan.  So it tells us where we're going to put the 

signs, how many signs, those kind of things.  So one of 

the things, the Eagle Lake Field Office with our Fort 

Sage OHV area, they created a RMP for that area. 

        We will be purchasing -- I've got -- I'm going 

to put my glasses on here.  We'll be purchasing twelve 

parcels, a total of 28 -- 2,800 acres.  It consists -- 
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it's two separate projects.  One of the projects, which 

is eight parcels, will be -- I think title is closing 

today, which is we're meeting the deadline of our grant.  

So this is two separate grants of a -- just a little 

over $340,000 that -- that we requested for the grants.  

So I just want to say thank you for supporting us in the 

grants.  We're able to serve our publics well because 

with your support we're able to do projects like this, 

like acquire parcels. 

        The -- the other thing I was asked to do is to 

give a quick fire update on impacts of BLM lands.  So 

we've had just a little over 90,000 acres burn on BLM 

this year, and the majority of them being in Ukiah's 

Field Office, somewhere's a little over 70,000 acres.  

We're not exactly sure yet because the Valley Fire 

hasn't been fully contained yet.  So with that, the 

Knoxville area -- OHV area has been closed twice.  I 

think the first one was Johannesburg Fire closed it 

once, and then the second one was the Valley Fire.  We 

haven't gotten out there yet to survey the damage.  We 

know it's pretty -- at some points it's pretty 

extensive.  We did -- I did find out, and Este 

double-checked -- it -- Knoxville was closed, but it -- 

we just re-opened it today.  So until it -- we'll be -- 

I talked to Rich Burns, who's the field office manager, 
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he is assigning his employees to go out, now that we 

could get in there, and go out and start surveying the 

area and determining the damage and the work we're going 

to need to do before the rains come.  So that's very 

important to us. 

        That's about it I had for my portion of the -- 

of my -- of the BLM briefing.  Then I'm going to bring 

up Karl.  So any questions for me?  

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Just real quick, what are 

the dates of those meetings that you mentioned?  

        JANE ARTEAGA:  The Youth Summit?

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Yeah. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  November 13th, 2015, and 

February 19th.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  February 19th.  Sorry.  

All right.

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Yeah.  And November 13th is at 

Mt. SAC. 

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Okay.  Thank you.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Jane, a couple questions.  

That Youth Summit, if -- I wonder if the agenda's 

already sealed in stone.  I -- I was going to offer 

myself as maybe somebody that -- you know, for the 

Southern California representative of the Commission 
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to -- to go to Mt. SAC.  It's not all that far from my 

home. 

        And is -- is ATV training or an ATV experience 

been included in -- in the agenda for these things at 

all?  

        JANE ARTEAGA:  For the Southern California one, 

not this year.  Because this is the first time the -- 

this -- they're having this large of a Youth Summit.  

And they're -- they're -- they're keeping it very 

simple, you know.  But for Northern California, we're 

planning that, and right now we're just kind of working 

through the logistics with Sac State on how we could go 

ahead and have the simulator and the ATV so Ted could do 

his presentation.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I think that would be a 

worthwhile thing -- 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  So yeah, I'm just -- 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  -- to do. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  I'll -- I'll plan it for next 

year.  But we're -- we're testing it out here and see 

how it works up here.  Then I'll plan it for next year 

for Southern California. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Let's have a conversation 

on how that can work. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Okay.  
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        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  The last thing I have --

        JANE ARTEAGA:  And -- and the agenda is not set 

in stone yet --

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Okay. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  -- for Southern California.  It's 

always flexible until --

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Okay.

        JANE ARTEAGA:  -- the day of. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  If -- if you'd like to 

include me in that, I'd be happy to -- 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Okay. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  -- help out. 

        The last thing I have is we still are not seeing 

OHV in your newsletter.  I mean this has been going on 

for, what, a year now or something?  And for the amount 

of OHV recreation that goes on on BLM lands, amount of 

money we give to BLM and grants and stuff and to see one 

or two little snippets over the period of time, I -- I 

just don't think it's acceptable.  Somebody at -- at 

some level is not recognizing OHV as a legitimate form 

of recreation. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Yeah, I -- it -- it's a struggle 

for me.  I -- I'm the only one person at the State 

office, as you all know, and I -- I have multiple duties 

other than just OHV and Travel Management.  I reach out 
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to the field.  They -- you know, most of our field 

offices are -- programs are fairly small.  There is -- 

there's only a few people at each one.  And so when 

they -- they -- so when that -- something does -- 

like -- so give you an example, Barstow, they have an 

event.  Well, you know, they have two days off, then 

they come back, and they're getting ready for their next 

event, you know, because they have events weekly, you 

know, if not two events weekly, you know.  So it's -- 

it's the time.  And so my thought -- I -- I've been 

talking to our external affairs officer what we should 

be doing, how should we deal with this issue -- because 

I agree with you, I mean the amount of service that we 

provide to the public in our OHV Program is fairly 

large, and we're not advertising it.  And in my mind if 

we don't advertise it and show off, then we may lose it.  

So I don't want to lose that. 

        So I -- what I'm going to do is next year is 

apply for a grant for an external affairs person and 

public outreach related to OHV statewide.  And later on 

you'll see a video, an example, and this is also going 

to be -- part of the grant is to create at least three 

videos a year on each OHV facility that we have or area.  

And so -- and we get that on You Tube and get it out to 

the public so we could show off our lands.
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        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  My -- my understanding was 

that -- the last time we had this conversation that -- 

that Division staff could provide the words, that all 

you have to do is flip them into that -- you know, that 

newsletter.  So I -- I don't understand why it's so 

difficult. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Yeah, it -- it is.  You know, 

it's time.  It's time management.  It really is.  And, 

you know, each district only has one Public Affairs 

officer.  So that's dealing with all the different 

issues.  So...

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Well, they like burros, 

they like owls, they like sage-grouse, everything else. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Yeah.  Thank you.  Well, you 

know, it's making a difference because -- wait.  So -- 

so it -- the front office has what -- External Affairs 

Office has outreached to me and said, We need to come up 

with a strategy.  We gotta fix this.  So -- and that has 

not happened before.  Where -- so now it's being 

recognized, and it is being talked about with the 

managers that -- that needs to happen.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Jim Kenna, you know,     

he -- you know, he said that he was going to follow this 

up and, you know, make something happen.  So now that 

he's gone, we're going to have to reconnect with 
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somebody else.  

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Well, you have two managers here.  

So they're listening to you.  And that's one of the 

reasons why I always bring managers.  I want them to 

know what's going on.  So...

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Hi, Jane. 

        I just had a quick question about Knoxville OHV 

area because it's been a -- kind of an orphaned OHV 

area.  It hasn't really been maintained very well.  And 

I've talked to Rich Burns over the years, and it's -- 

you know, he has a big district and it's hard to -- to 

get to everything.  With the damage that's been done now 

from the fires, is there some thought about, you know, 

re-looking at that area and taking the opportunity of 

having it cleared out by fire, basically, and getting 

rid of some of the issues that were going on, illegal 

issues, and, you know, revamping that area?

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Rich and I did have a discussion 

with -- we do have an -- well, so one thing about 

Knoxville and Cow Mountain is we have very defined 

trails because there's brush.  Well, in Knoxville 

there's no longer a lot of brush, you know.  So we have 

an opportunity to create new trails.  So those are -- 

one of the things we're going to be looking at is 

what -- what things can we -- could we create more 
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staging areas, what are some of the things we can create 

now that we have a lot of open land, I guess you want to 

say.  So...

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Okay.  So do you 

anticipate maybe putting in some grant applications --

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Yes.  

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  -- for the next year to 

look at that?  

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Yes.  

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Okay.  Great.

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Definitely.

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  All right.  Thank you.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  One more thing just on 

your -- on the opportunity to make new trails there at 

that location, are we just going to be sure that we 

don't lose what's already there?  

        JANE ARTEAGA:  That's the first thing we're 

doing.  And that's what they're going out -- now that we 

could get into that area -- because if there's a 

closure, we can't even go in.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Yeah.

        JANE ARTEAGA:  I mean because it's a safety 

issue.

 COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Yeah. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  That's why there's a closure.    
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So -- now they're going to start going in there and 

seeing what we need to do for -- to maintain what we 

have through the winter.  So that's our first concern.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Okay.  Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  I think that's the end of your 

questions. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Okay.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay?  

        JANE ARTEAGA:  All right.  I'm going to bring up 

Karl and -- to talk about WEMO.  Then after that would 

be Este. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Great.  Thank you. 

        KARL SYMONS:  Good morning.  I'm Karl Symons.  

I'm the Field Manager for the Ridgecrest Field Office 

for BLM.  I want to thank you for the opportunity to 

come up and brief you on the WEMO Plan. 

        As you know that we're doing basically a route 

designation for 3.1 million acres of federal land that's 

spread across 9.2 million acres in the desert.

        We sent the -- the draft EIS out for public 

comment in March of 2015.  And in that feedback we've 

got a lot of comments that said we would like more time 

to analyze the routes.  We had 10,000 miles of 

designated -- proposed designated routes, and 15,000 

that were actually documented.  And -- so obviously it 
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takes a long time to analyze that much stuff along with 

a few other items that were in for plan amendment.

        So based on those -- that input from the public, 

we got back with the plaintiffs under the lawsuit and 

filed a joint motion -- came to an agreement, filed a 

joint motion to extend the deadline for the WEMO Record 

of Decision, which was scheduled to be done this year, 

but we put -- now scheduled it out that it will be due 

November of 2016 is when we'll have to have the ROD 

done. 

        Part of the joint motion that the Court approved 

and so ordered was to re-open the public comment period 

for another 120 days.  That notice should be in the 

Federal Register today, which will start the 120-day 

comment period.  Also, in that notice, that we'll be 

having two more public meetings.  Those public meetings 

will be scheduled.  They're not yet determined.  They 

will be published 30 days in advance in the media of 

where those will be and the times, and that have -- to 

do it.  Part of the reason for trying to wait and see 

what the dates are is what we're hoping to do is DRECP 

final will come out and they'll be -- hopefully be an 

overlap.  Because, as you know, the DRECP has a crucial 

role in the desert as well as the WEMO Plan.  They kind 

of go hand in hand.  And to be able to see what the 
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final comes out and then also still make the comments on 

the route designation we thought was really important.  

So hopefully we'll have those -- that overlap of at 

least 30 to 60 days depending on when DRECP comes out. 

        Some of the other things that will be going -- 

that this triggered is now DRECP will come out first and 

will amend the California plan.  And so it will be in 

place when we actually make -- make the decision on 

WEMO.  If WEMO had come out first, DRECP still would 

have been in draft.  So one of the things that we'll 

have to do is make -- we're always -- we're 

coordinating, but now we're going to have to make sure 

that everything in there is compliant with whatever the 

final is on the DRECP.  So that might have some 

implications on route designation and some other items 

in the WEMO Plan.  But we're still analyzing that.  And 

not having the final yet out for DRECP, we're still 

going to have to look at that and compare the two so 

that they -- they aren't competing against each other 

and that they mesh.  So...

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Do you have any questions, 

anybody?  

        I was wondering on the comments that you receive 

on the WEMO Plan, one of your obvious form letters that 

are being computer-generated, how do you guys handle 
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that as far as do you answer each one individually or is 

it counted as like a one comment or is it counted as 

10,000 comments?  

        KARL SYMONS:  Well, when you -- when you hear 

the numbers, they're counting each one -- each comment 

thing -- comment letter or form is counted as one.  But 

when you look at answering them for answering public 

comments, which we do in writing, they'll put similar 

comments together and they will answer them as one.  And 

then, you know, all the ones that -- different people 

that have put those comments into -- because I mean 

obviously you get 8,000 form letters, all the same one, 

to go down and repeat it 8,000 times, just make a lot of 

paperwork.  So they -- they'll combine the answers 

together but recognize that we got that many. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Any other questions?  

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  I have one. 

        These comments, where are they primarily coming 

from?  Is it the general public or folks from numerous 

agencies?  Who has the most interest? 

        KARL SYMONS:  The -- the public is very 

interested in this -- in this process, both on the -- 

the conservation, environmental side as well as the 

off-road community.  Both sides, obviously, there's a 

lot at stake because this is just, basically, laying out 
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access to the desert and -- and the impacts associated 

with that.  So we -- we've gotten a lot of comments from 

both sides.  Agencies, a lot of their concerns that 

we've been getting is -- is our neighboring -- the 

military, some of the parks, making sure that what our 

plan does coincides with what they're having, making 

sure that we don't dead-end routes into the military 

base because they were existing trails and now it's 

re-alignments so that we don't -- anytime you make 

changes, especially like access is -- one of the 

concerns is making sure that if you alter the access, 

that's the ripple effect somewhere else.  I've been 

trying to make sure that that does not impact our 

neighboring agencies.  

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Thank you.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Well, I think -- we have no more 

questions for you from the Commission. 

        KARL SYMONS:  Great.  Thank you.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        ESTE STIFEL:  Morning, everybody.  Este Stifel, 

Central California District Manager. 

        Everybody's talked about the field trip 

yesterday.  And -- so instead of going into all of that 

again, I just want to think about one of the take-away's 

I had from yesterday and just share it with you all, and 
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that is thinking about the Commission, the Division, and 

the grants.  It's an incredible unifying force for all 

of the agencies that -- that manage public lands.  So I 

just want to say thank you for that, the grants and you 

all's work.  It's a real catalyst for building 

partnerships.  You could see that yesterday.  You could 

see the strength that we have with Forest Service and 

the many other partners that we have from the -- the OHV 

clubs to the mountain bikers to everything in between.  

But what you all bring to us is incredibly valuable.  So 

I just want to say thanks for that. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Well, thank you, Este.  And I'd 

like to echo that.  That's a wonderful perspective.  And 

it does seem like we -- I've seen this a lot on the -- 

the State Parks on the Transformation Advisory Committee 

where they're looking at -- they're trying to look into 

how to build partnerships and do certain things, and 

it's something that's very strong and powerful, and  

it's been a long-term part of the OHV Program.  And -- 

and I'm always kind of bringing it up.  It's not -- you 

know, I'm not the most popular guy on that -- on that 

committee, but it's -- still, it's good -- it's good to 

have that acknowledgement.  I really appreciate you 

saying that.

        ESTE STIFEL:  Absolutely.  Thank you, all. 
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        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Este.

        ESTE STIFEL:  Yes.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I'm hoping that the BLM 

and the Forest Service, you and Garrett or some 

respective person, can attend the NOHVCC Conference and 

this Managers Conference.  I hope you guys have this on 

your calendar.  Because those are the stories they need 

to hear, too.  Most of these other states, you know, 

they operate on very limited budgets.  It's a whole 

different program than we have here in California and -- 

although they probably would like to aspire to that, 

they're probably never going to get there.  But just to 

know the successes that we have here and be able to tell 

those stories, I think it would be invaluable for -- I 

hope you guys signed up for that conference.

        ESTE STIFEL:  I do have it blocked out.  I have 

not actively signed up.  So I will do that as well.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Thank you, Este.

        ESTE STIFEL:  Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Thank you. 

        All right.  

        BECCA BROOK:  All right.  Good morning, 

Commissioners.  My name is Becca Brook, and I'm the 

Resources Branch Chief for the Bishop Field Office.

        Welcome, again, to the Eastern Sierra.  We're 
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really happy to have you here.  And I hope you guys 

enjoyed your tour yesterday. 

        I have to apologize that our Field Manager Steve 

Nelson isn't here.  He really wanted to be, but 

unfortunately had a conflict and sent his best regards.  

I think a number of you met him yesterday morning.  And 

he said it then, I'll say it again now, if you ever have 

any questions about what's going on over here, just pick 

up the phone and give him a call or give me a call.  

We -- we really appreciate hearing from you. 

        I think we can all agree that California has 

some of the most outstanding recreational opportunities 

in our country.  And I'd like to think here in the 

Eastern Sierra we have some of the most iconic places in 

California.  A lot of the recreation that happens here 

is the heart and soul of our economy, and a lot of that 

happens on public lands. 

        So here in the Bishop Field Office, we manage 

about 750,000 acres.  I described this yesterday.  That 

includes two wilderness areas, 14 wilderness study 

areas, five developed campgrounds, and over 2,500 miles 

of off-highway recreational opportunity.  We issue 

dozens of permits for commercial filming.  So a lot of 

the truck commercials you see on TV are filmed here in 

the Alabama Hills.  We also issue dozens of recreation 
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permits for special events.  The National Paragliding 

competition is going on in Bishop right now as we speak.  

And, actually, I have to point out, our -- our 

four-wheel drive club here has been giving those 

paragliders a lift up to the top of the mountain to jump 

off.  So that's kind of a cool partnership right there. 

        We also do a lot of other stuff.  We have dozens 

of grazing permittees, we manage the geothermal plant 

here at the -- BLM has the Sub-surface Administration in 

this area, including under Forest lands.  And we also 

really work very hard to keep species off of the 

Endangered Species List.  And we've had our recent 

victory with the sage-grouse, keeping that off the 

Endangered Species List. 

        So you can tell that there's a constant balance 

here in what we do for developing recreational 

opportunity and also conserving this area for the future 

generations.  And we do that all with a -- a very small 

staff.  And because we have a small staff, our partners 

are incredibly important to us. 

        It's funny, Este and I didn't coordinate our 

comments, but I think I'm just going to build on what 

she said, essentially.  You know the -- the State OHV 

Division is a really important partner to us.  The -- 

the grants that you guys provide really allow us to 
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build the partnerships that we have here in the Eastern 

Sierra. 

        Rich is going to share some more details about 

our Grant Program with you.  But before he does that, 

one grant that I want to point out in particular, 

hopefully this will draw it all together for you, 

recently we were awarded a grant to purchase traffic 

counters to put on the Adventure Trails.  So as riders 

are coming off of county road and onto federal land, 

we'll be able to tell how many number of riders we're 

getting.  I think that data will be really helpful for 

us in monitoring potential impacts and showing the 

success of the program. 

        So there -- there are dozens of grants that we 

hold right now.  I think in the last three years we've 

had over a half million dollars in grants.  And I just 

want to say thank you for that support.  It really makes 

a difference for us. 

        And I just have to address your news-bites 

comment.  The Bishop Office has been submitting articles 

on OHV.  Actually, there is one with Mike's picture, I 

think maybe Pat was in there, too, just last week 

installing the new Poleta open OHV area sign.  But I 

hear you, and we'll try to do a better job of getting 

more articles in there in the future.
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        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Thank you. 

        BECCA BROOK:  So with that, I will turn it over 

to Rich Williams, who's our Outdoor Recreation Planner 

and coordinates our OHV Program. 

        RICH WILLIAMS:  Good morning -- or -- it's still 

morning.  Yes.  Good morning.  Richard Williams.  I'm 

Outdoor Recreation Planner with the Bureau of Land 

Management, Bishop Field Office.

        I don't have any written notes or anything, but 

I do want to thank you guys for the tour yesterday and 

the compliments that I got.  I really do appreciate 

that. 

        I do have a little Power -- Power Point here. 

        This is boring slide No. 1.  This is all of our 

grants.  I think you guys have this.  This is all of our 

grants for the last three years here.  As you can see, 

it totals nearly a half a million dollars.  Really -- 

really important, it was stressed earlier on how this 

money is spent.  We do some trail maintenance, not a 

lot.  As you can see here, there's not a lot of trail 

maintenance grants, but we do manage to get trail 

maintenance done.  There's a little bit of a difficulty 

with the -- with our -- with the grants and the 

twelve-month period that we get.  Sometimes the money 

comes late, there's problems with -- with our fiscal 
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year and the State's fiscal year.  So we tend to -- to 

try to do trail maintenance and -- and improvement 

projects on our own.  The Forest Service is -- is a big 

help to us on that. 

        Anybody have any questions on these?  You all 

look them over?  Anybody familiar with them or anything? 

        Okay.  So we went to this area yesterday.  This 

is the -- the Volcanic Tableland.  I thought we were 

going to stop here.  We went to the end of the road.  

But this is the road before.  As you can see, it's a 

redundant, auxiliary road.  We had a lot of camping 

going on, a lot of resource damage.  And that's 

afterwards, the lower right-hand corner there. 

        This is a Trail Maintenance Project with the 

CCCs that we put on.  This was done a couple of years 

ago.  And we will be working on this -- this very same 

trail and the bridge in this area tomorrow with the 

Sierra Responsible Riders.  I believe you guys met Mike 

McCarthy.  And we will be doing some more trail 

maintenance on this trail.  And that's really where our 

partnerships come in, with trail maintenance.  There's 

going to be another photo here with Mike in it. 

        This is at the Travertine Hot Springs.  We 

didn't get up this far.  This is in Mono County.  And 

this is an interesting grant here that -- that we got.  
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It was a Restoration Grant.  This -- the damage that was 

created here was from a non-motorized activity, and it 

was recreational shooting in the area.  And you know we 

banter the word around OHV a lot, but, really, this is 

motorized recreation created this -- not motorized 

recreation -- motorized vehicles created this damage.  

And we were successful in closing it.  You see there, 

the lower right-hand corner there.  Big difference. 

        This is an area up by the Travertine Hot Springs 

area of critical environmental concern, important water 

resource shed -- watershed resource. 

        Here's another photo.  As you can see, that -- 

the road there in the upper right-hand -- upper 

left-hand corner, got to close it.  This isn't final.  

We did -- we did rip the road a little bit to aerate it, 

get some vegetation back on it. 

        This is the Tungsten Hills -- I'm sorry, the -- 

yes, the Tungsten Hills kiosk.  This is volunteers.  

There's Mike up in the right-hand corner there.  We've 

got some BLM employees.  This is when we were installing 

it.  It was donated by -- by -- by the club. 

        And if -- if I could get Mike's -- I'm not 

exactly sure, Mike, who donated -- who was responsible 

that -- that paid for that kiosk.  

        MIKE McCARTHY:  The Tierra Del Sol Four-Wheel 
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Drive Club down in Southern California actually issued a 

grant to us.  They even (unintelligible) to pay for it.  

And we supplied the labor, and -- and they supplied the 

money to buy the kiosk and actually helped put this 

together.

        RICH WILLIAMS:  So -- so you can see we cobbled 

together quite a few different entities here to get this 

installed. 

        This is the Poleta sign now.  Now, this -- I 

have to admit, this was just done a week prior to your 

arrival.  It had been sitting in the shop for a while.  

And I called Mike up and the -- the Four-Wheel Drive 

Club.  It's not just Mike; it's the club that does this 

work.  They came out.  They helped me dig the holes, 

pour the concrete, got the thing up.  And there it is.  

You guys saw it yesterday.  We talked about 

partnerships; they are important.  We talked about OHV 

grants; they're important to the management of our -- of 

our OHV Program and -- and to motorized recreation in 

general. 

        And with that, I'm open to any questions.  Got 

anything? 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner? 

        Commissioner Slavik.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I'd just like to say thank 
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you.  I -- I was in the car all day with Rich, and he is 

a wealth of information, absolutely a wealth of 

information.  And I think -- BLM's going to -- going to 

have a sorry day when you walk away and retire.  I don't 

know how they're going to replace you, Rich. 

        RICH WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

        That's the last slide.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Good luck in your 

retirement.

        RICH WILLIAMS:  Well, I'll be working.  I'm 

hoping to attend the -- the -- the hearing in October 

that you guys are -- 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  NOHVCC -- 

        RICH WILLIAMS:  The meeting in November -- 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:   NOHVCC Conference. 

        RICH WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  And, slash, OHMVR 

Commission Meeting.  

        RICH WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

        Any other questions?  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  I don't have a question, but I 

have a comment, and that is that seeing your work, what 

you do, I -- we've had this discussion -- I know I've 

had this discussion with Don Amador in the past, and he 

runs his Ranger Ride stuff where he educates different, 
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you know, land managers on federal lands throughout the 

State of California.  And there's a noticeable 

difference when we -- when you see a rec planner that 

has OHV experience.  And I think that we -- it comes out 

not -- not only in the recreational opportunities, but I 

think even just the pride that goes into the area.  And 

I just wanted to acknowledge you for your expertise and 

the quality job that you're doing in the area.  So thank 

you very much.  

        RICH WILLIAMS:  You're welcome. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Any questions? 

        Okay.  That's it.  

        RICH WILLIAMS:  Okay.  Thank you. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  When's your retirement?  

        RICH WILLIAMS:  October 31st. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  In case you don't make 

it up there, okay, thanks for all you've done.  All 

right?  We really appreciate it.  Great job.

        RICH WILLIAMS:  Thank you. 

        (Applause.) 

        RICH WILLIAMS:  Yeah, I -- I do have to add, the 

first Commission hearing -- or meeting that I attended, 

Lowell Landowski was part of the Division, and Ed 

Waldheim was -- was one of the Commissioners.  And it 

didn't quite go as smooth as this one did. 
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        CHAIR CABRAL:  That's shocking.  

        JANE ARTEAGA:  All right.  We just have one 

little short video to show you, and this is on You Tube.  

Anyone can get it.  And this is what I'm -- we're hoping 

to get a grant for to create more videos like this 

throughout -- for -- throughout California.  

        (Video played.)

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Thank you.  Any questions or --

        (Applause.) 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Any questions?  

        Yes.  Yes.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I'm a little sensitive to 

some of the things that could -- that could reflect back 

on us.  And -- and at the beginning of that video, there 

was a lot of dust being shown.  You know, I mean there 

were some great scenes, but I think if you, you know, do 

some editing and just make it look pretty, you know.  

Because a lot of people are going to look at this --

 JANE ARTEAGA:  Yeah, I -- yeah. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  -- and have different -- 

different viewpoints on what -- 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Viewpoints, yeah.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  -- what you're portraying, 

especially if it's on You Tube. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  But I'm sure those riders who are 
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riders are going, Ooh, that's cool. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Yeah.  True.  True.  But 

there might be 20 million other people looking at it.

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Yeah. 

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  I was -- I noticed that 

immediately.  I'm not a rider; I'm a conservationist.  

But I noticed that immediately.  For good or for bad, 

just take it for what it's worth. 

        I was wondering on the series of You Tube 

videos, are you doing themes for them?  Is there a - are 

you basically highlighting how the OHV money is spent 

and where it's located?  

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Yes.  That -- that's my 

concentration is how we're using that OHV dollars and 

highlighting our recreation areas or OHV recreation 

areas and -- and what the opportunities each area 

provides.  So as you noticed, you know, Bishop 

opportunities, you could go to Hot Springs or you could 

mountain bike down the trail, or you could go off -- 

off-highway vehicle riding, you know.  

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Okay. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Whatever you want to do, you have 

those opportunities.  The desert -- Ocotillo Wells and 

Imperial Sand Dunes is a totally different experience 

down there than what you receive here.  
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        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Are you focusing on the 

users at all?  There's a lot of families that go, but 

the video didn't portray that.  

        JANE ARTEAGA:  I will be doing that, yes.  

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Okay. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  I definitely -- like this was 

coming up -- our desert season's coming up right now -- 

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Yeah. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  -- our busy season, and that's 

very family oriented.  

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Okay. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  And we'll be concentrating on 

that, yes.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  And, Jane, I -- I -- 

say -- putting a safety message in there or, you know, 

any of the little messages that you could insert would 

be appropriate as well. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Okay.  Yeah, this is -- this was 

done by the field office.  And so -- so we've identified 

a couple of people to help.  It's going to be BLM 

employees actually doing this.  It's our videographer 

who's going to be helping us do this and stuff.  So 

we're pretty much just applying for salaries and travel 

with this -- you know, what I'm going to be applying for 

next year.  So -- and that's about it.  We're not going 
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out to a professional.  So it's being done in-house.  So 

whatever ideas you may have, just email them to me, and 

I'll be glad to build that into -- you know, the 

thoughts, this is what we need to think about when we're 

editing and what we're presenting.  So that's -- that 

would be great information to have. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Yeah, I -- I just -- I just 

have a comment, and it's -- it's a little bit delayed on 

other conversations that happened previously.  But I was 

thinking back, you know, four or five years ago when -- 

when we had concerns about BLM and all the agencies 

participating, and I just want to -- and I've heard so 

many positive comments today about all the agencies 

working together, and I definitely see that today.    

And -- and I'm grateful that everybody's focused on 

making things better, not just for OHV, but just in 

general for the State of California.  But I don't want 

to forget today to say that I'm extremely grateful the 

Division's work.  Because I think a lot of the changes 

came here with Deputy Director Chris Conlin and the 

staff.  I think they've done an amazing job in bringing 

us all together.  And I see that now.  It seems like I'm 

hearing that message that we're moving in a -- in a very 

positive and productive direction.  And I just -- and I 

really also -- thank all the agencies, but I also want 
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to thank the Division and Chris and everyone for your -- 

for all your work.  I -- I -- sometimes we forget to 

tell you that you're doing a great job. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Well, I sure appreciate 

it, but good -- good partners make it easy.  If we -- if 

we didn't have good partners in BLM, Forest, counties, 

all of the various people that we work with, it wouldn't 

happen.  So thanks for being that. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  And I'm lucky to have great field 

staff.  So -- anyway -- not very many of them, but what 

we do have are -- they're -- you know, they just work 

really hard and are really dedicated to the cause. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Well, thank you, Jane.  

Appreciate it.

        Any other comments?  Question? 

        COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Yeah. 

        You know, I really liked the video.  Made me 

want to go up there and ride.  But one thing that -- one 

little suggestion would be that put in some of the -- 

there's -- there's been a lot of rehab work in that 

area, and slip in some -- some of that into the message. 

        JANE ARTEAGA:  Okay.  Thank you.  Yeah, when 

we're kind of talking about the funding portion of it, 

we could say we also did this, yeah, kind of idea.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Thank you.  
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        JANE ARTEAGA:  Thank you.

AGENDA ITEM VI(C) - PROGRAM REPORTS - U.S. FOREST 

SERVICE

        CHAIR CABRAL:  So next thing we would have is 

the Forest Service Report. 

        ED ARMENTA:  Good afternoon.  Ed Armenta, Forest 

Supervisor, Inyo National Forest. 

        First of all, I want to thank you for being 

here.  It's great that you're here on the east side 

seeing all the great things that we're doing here.  It's 

a great place to work, live and play, like you're 

hearing quite a bit. 

        I'd also like to thank you for the funding that 

we receive.  It's -- it's a significant amount, and 

you'll hear more about it.  But it has been the reason 

why we were implementing Travel Management, got it 

pretty much mostly up on there.  We recognize that there 

are some areas that we need to re-look at and tweak, as 

I say.  And we -- we'll continue to try to get that 

system the best possible that we can.  So we're not 

done.  It's something that we will continue to work 

towards.  But I think we have an outstanding OHV and 

motorized recreation program here. 

        I also think we had a great field trip 

yesterday.  That was a -- one my highlights of my career 
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as a forest supervisor.  I think it highlighted a lot of 

our partnerships.  We saw some good work.  We got a 

chance to talk, to interact, and to let each other know 

how things were going. 

        We also had a nice working lunch.  We also 

recognized that it's not all rosy.  We have some areas 

that we need to improve on.  One of them was the 

Adventure Trail Program.  And that is something that    

I -- I publicly stated and I will state again, that's 

something the Forest Service fully supports.  We just 

need to make sure that we address Forest Service 

concerns. 

        We're working on our travel analysis process.  

We rolled out a draft.  We had a public meeting.  We've 

had several meetings since then with the local 

four-wheel drive club.  We've made a lot of changes as a 

result of some of these meetings.  So our final is going 

to look a lot different than what we originally rolled 

out. 

        We're working on a Forest Plan Revision.  And I 

heard the concern about wilderness being discussed.  As 

we looked at our inventory in the evaluation process, 

we -- I made sure that that decision that we'd used for 

Travel Management we weren't eliminating or including 

areas for potential wilderness where we had roads that 
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had been made -- that decision made under Travel 

Management. 

        So I think what -- we have a lot of 

controversies, but we have great partnerships.  We have 

a lot of great work going on here, and it's something 

that we could be proud of but I think it's something 

that we can improve on. 

        Lastly, I'd like to invite you back, either 

individually or as a group.  This is a great place to -- 

to work, and we've got a lot of things going on. 

        So do you have questions for me?  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Any questions? 

        I just wanted to -- to -- to address that we had 

a conversation about the wilderness stuff.  And I -- and 

I do appreciate your -- your view on how you look at  

the -- the wilderness inventory and the possible 

wilderness study areas.  It was funny, after our 

conversation last night -- a few of us went down to 

dinner and then we riding back up the hill and the 

shuttle driver was telling me about how he didn't want 

to see any more wilderness designated because it    

affected, you know, the recreation and this and that, 

and the gentleman had lived here for ten years and stuff 

like that.  So it was interesting to get the feedback 

from a local and what his, you know, thought was on it.  
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So I really appreciate your -- your view on it and the 

path you took.  I think it's going to be beneficial to 

the area.  So thank you. 

        ED ARMENTA:  Thank you.  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVO:  I'm going to introduce 

myself really quickly, and then I'm going to turn it 

over to Marty Hornick for a short Forest presentation.  

So I'm Garrett Villanuevo.  I'm the Region 5 Acting 

Trail Program Leader.  And I've got a couple different 

things to run through for you that I think you'll find 

of interest, and -- and hopefully our attendees will 

find this of interest, too.   But, first, Marty's going 

to do a Power Point presentation on kind of the local 

trail system and cover some of the high points of what 

we saw yesterday in addition to some other projects as 

well. 

        MARTY HORNICK:  Great.  Thank you. 

        (Commissioner Perez departed the proceedings.)

        MARTY HORNICK:  As Garrett says, I'm Marty 

Hornick, Trail Coordinator for the Inyo National Forest. 

        Yeah, I had a great time yesterday.  It was 

really fantastic to be out there with you guys.  Thanks 

for that. 

        And isn't it classic, Diana leaves right now.  I 

just wanted to show up, got the "OHV" sticker on.  Okay?  
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I can't believe she left. 

        But I have it on good authority that the sticker 

is already on that kiosk and on the map box as of today.  

So I just -- I just got that confirmed.  And there won't 

be any dust in this presentation, I -- I promise -- 

well, I think.  But it also won't be on You Tube.  Well, 

I could try. 

        This is just another chance for me to brag up 

our program.  We -- we -- we do have a pretty amazing 

program over here on the east side, and I'm speaking of

the BLM as well.  But since I don't get to spend their 

money, I'll only talk about -- about ours. 

        This is our -- just our -- our numbers here on 

the forest.  We -- we have a -- the forest is about        

2 million acres or so.  About half of it's wilderness, 

half of it is open for roads and trails.  We've got 

2,200 miles of roads and trails that are legal for OHV.  

We have the Green Sticker, and we -- and of that, 

there's 175 miles that are in Nevada.  So we, of course, 

don't spend OHV grant funds on those. 

        We share the open riding area with -- with BLM.  

We have 1,100 acres of, I think -- I think I heard Rich 

say 1,700 acres on BLM.  We do also use grant funds both 

for a contract for doing grooming of our winter 

snowmobile system, as well as we use ground-out funds 
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for maintaining a system; we've got about 100 miles that 

groom -- or 90 miles that we groom, and then we also 

have permittee assisting with that as well.

        This is just a -- a quick snapshot of what's 

gone on since 2010.  I kind of use 2010 as -- as kind  

of -- a -- a starting point because we designated our -- 

all of our road system -- road and trails in 2009 and 

started implementing in 2010.  So I think it's -- it's 

really key.  As Ed said, we've -- in the last five 

years, we've managed to fully implement Travel 

Management, which is a pretty amazing accomplishment.  

I'm pretty proud of our forest on that.  Again, I get to 

bring up the work that everybody else does, but it's -- 

we've -- we've done a lot with it.  In that five-year 

period, we've spent about $3 million on ground ops, a 

100,000 on development, half a million on planning, 

and -- and a couple million on restoration work. 

        Again, Travel Management, we made a decision in 

20- -- in 2009, started to release implementation in 

2010.  The analysis actually gave us a -- a time horizon 

of five years to implement, and the amazing thing is we 

actually did it.  And that's -- that's really just -- 

that's due to the amount of funding and support we've 

had from the OHV Division and the -- and a lot of local 

partners.  The decision was actually based on an 
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alternative that was presented to us by a local 

collaborative group.  And I think that's -- while not 

everybody's happy -- you know, people are never going to 

be happy with something as -- as major as the decision 

we made on our Travel Management.  If you look at all 

the faces in that room, these folks -- this is after 

their last meeting before giving use their -- their 

draft alternative -- the alternative that we analyzed.  

And -- and you can see there's a lot of happy people in 

there.  I -- I think -- I was looking around the room.  

I think John Stewart is the only -- the only person 

who's in that photo who's in this room right now.  But 

you met Paul McFarland yesterday and Danna Stroud was 

also part of that group. 

        So this is just some of the elements of -- of 

what we consider to be implementation.  And these are 

the kind of things that we did.  We -- some of this will 

overlap what we saw yesterday, but, you know, we do a 

lot of work just with hand crews doing water bars and 

such with the help of -- of local partners.  We also -- 

thanks to the Division, we have a -- a small backhoe 

that we send out with our crews.  We've -- we've 

hardened roads.  Some of these we weren't able to get 

the road on the system immediately until we actually 

went out and did this work, and then that opened the 
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road up.  Do a lot of resource-protection work, a lot 

of -- a lot of focus on -- on creek crossings and 

riparian areas.  We have a few roads that we close 

either for Big Horn management or for -- for wet -- wet 

road conditions.  So we have seasonal closures, and, of 

course, a ton of signing.  We've -- we either installed, 

replaced, repaired, maintained over 6,000 separate signs 

since 2010. 

        Some of the work that we do, blocking, 

disguising routes.  We -- we try our best not to have a 

carsonite forest out there where, you know, there's a 

sign on every single closure.  If we can, we'll just do 

disguising at the base if it looks like it's going to 

adequately work.  One of the grants that we're actually 

going to be -- the agreement kicks up in December -- is 

actually to go out and look at some of the places that 

we've had continued trespass and -- and issues with the 

current level of closures.  So we're using kind of 

adaptive management strategy taking each -- each area to 

the next level if we have to.  So we'll be -- we'll be 

looking at those starting next year. 

        So we have a -- a pretty robust Monitoring 

Program, monitoring all sorts of different things.  Some 

of that's required as part of the grants, but a lot of 

it is just -- is looking at the methods that we're 
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using, the success and condition change.  We also have 

our own non-OHV patrols that are just keeping an eye on 

what's going on out there.  And we -- we have them doing 

an awful lot of the -- an awful lot of their reporting 

comes in via this little tool, a GPS unit with a data 

dictionary built into it that matches up with our GIS 

attributes.  So anything that we do, whether it comes -- 

you know, right down to a -- a little carsonite sign 

going in, gets recorded on this.  A picture gets taken 

of it.  We know who put it in.  We know the date it got 

put in.  And we can also go back and look at how many 

times we've had to replace those things, you know, at -- 

at any one given point.  So it's -- it's really -- it's 

helped us a lot.  And -- and thanks to you, we have 26 

of those units out with our -- with our crews. 

        This is the -- the small "t", small "m" travel 

management.  It's not necessarily work that's directed 

by -- by your regional decision, but it's -- again, it's 

work that the OHV Division and our local partners help 

us get -- get done.  Just every year we have hundreds of 

trees fall down across the trails.  There's Mike -- Mike 

and his four-wheel drive crew, we're moving rocks and 

improving one of the roads up there.  Obviously the 

signs take a beating.  The -- I love that one there -- 

on the left there with -- who's telling me they saw that 
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sign and then they were hoping it would get replaced 

and, boom, there it is.  

        (Commissioner Perez joined the proceedings.)

        MARTY HORNICK:  The guy in the tree is Rick 

LaBorde.  You met him yesterday.  Every winter he has 

to, you know, go up and change out our summer signage 

and put in our winter signage.  This is just marking the 

edge of a -- of an OSV snowmobile area. 

        We do have winter patrols and -- and grooming 

and maintenance of the system.  Again, ongoing 

monitoring and maintenance of -- of closures.  I just 

spoke to that.  And yesterday we saw the Glass Creek 

campground, and I -- I seriously did not expect there to 

be that many people in it yesterday because it's fall 

and it's a Thursday and -- and all that.  But you can 

see how popular it is.  And it is probably at this point 

80 or 90 percent used by OHV-focused users.  It's -- 

it's such a great opportunity.  And -- and in this 

picture, and, as we talked yesterday, we -- we are doing 

quite a bit of sort of soft management of that 

campground and four -- I'm sorry, three other 

campgrounds in that area where we're trying to pull them 

back from a wild and scenic river to -- to make sure 

that -- that we're not doing damage to the sights.  

And -- and we've been getting some very good feedback 
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from the public on that. 

        We also have -- I don't get involved in this 

much from my end, but Rich Watt has a crew of four or 

five law enforcement officers who monitor the million 

acres.  And we get about between 80 and $100,000 

annually as part of our -- as part of the LE Program.  

They assist with the Mammoth Motocross.  They support a 

Forest Protection officer in the Monache Meadows area on 

south side of the forest, and, of course, other OHV and 

OSV patrolling.

        We talked about this yesterday a little bit, one 

of our larger-scale restoration efforts.  This -- this 

is probably taken at 65 miles an hour going past the 

airport just like what you saw.  And -- and -- and I had 

these on foam core yesterday, but, again, just looking 

at -- at one of the areas that we managed for making 

sure we had access in a -- in a very steep hill-climb 

experience even though it does -- it looks pretty flat 

here.  By -- by allowing that use on the left-hand road, 

but then doing restoration on the -- on the other road, 

which was less -- less manageable as an open route.  

And, again, looking at -- at the recovery, you can see 

the steep route that we've put in vertical mulch and the 

success of plants coming in alongside that vertical 

mulch even after three years of drought.  So we feel 
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pretty happy about that. 

        Your funding has allowed us to hand out these 

recreation maps from all of our offices.  And our -- our 

crews also are hand- -- they keep these in their 

vehicles, a hand-out.  It's a great tool for engaging 

the public.  They -- they love it when they get 

something for free, especially since Ed insists that we 

put a $3 thing on it so it's like they got three free 

dollars.  But -- but we actually did that just in case 

we ever didn't have funding for it; we can work on 

trying to work partnerships with some of the local 

chambers or something to -- to keep something going with 

that. 

        ED WALDHEIM:  Come up with 20 bucks per map.

        MARTY HORNICK:  Not if -- not if the Division 

stops funding it -- but they won't.  You won't, right?  

Actually, for those who are interested, there's a bunch 

of those out on the table just outside the door.  So 

feel free to grab some.  

        We are -- I mentioned some of this yesterday, 

that we're -- we're doing some additional planning 

efforts to improve our transportation system.  Some of 

that's focused on trying to improve the opportunities 

for motorcycle -- motorcycle trails because that's a 

very small element.  There are 2,200 miles of open Green 
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Sticker mileage.  Only about 60 miles of that is -- is 

narrow single track and -- and ATV.  So we're trying to 

improve that experience.  But we're also looking -- you 

know, part of our planning effort does close some 

additional routes where -- where that hasn't been 

working.  So we're -- we're tying to take a good look at 

the system and do some fine tuning. 

        Get a lot of help from a lot of good -- good 

volunteers, partners.  I won't go through the whole list 

here.  I -- I do know that Mike Johnston and Pat Woods 

and Tim Reed from the Four-Wheel Drive Club are here 

right now.  And I think you met some of our partners 

yesterday as well.  It's a very important part. 

        Just some of their work. 

        So let's go ride.  I'll take questions, if you 

have any. 

        Diana, now that you're back, I just wanted you 

to see this.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Oh, okay.  

        MARTY HORNICK:  And you missed the -- that Rick 

LaBorde -- 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Thank you.  

        MARTY HORNICK:  -- has already put those -- put 

those stickers on that. 
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        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Well, thank you.

        MARTY HORNICK:  So... 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Appreciate it.  

        By the way, great -- great tour.  I -- we 

traveled together, so I learned a lot from you.  Thank 

you.  That was great.  

        MARTY HORNICK:  Yeah.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Any other questions, 

Commissioners?  

        No?  

        Thank you again.  That was a wonderful tour, and 

it was a great informational slide show.  So appreciate 

it.

        MARTY HORNICK:  Thanks.  And -- and just to make 

Mark Hada's life a little harder, I think that -- I mean 

I loved the tour yesterday.  It was great to get to know 

Diana a little bit and -- and to ride with Maria.  It'd 

be awesome if we could figure out a way to rotate 

through a little bit more, because I missed the chance 

at lunchtime to meet everybody.  And every time I got a 

chance to talk to you, it was -- it was great.  But be 

fun to -- fun to figure out a way to mix it up a bit 

more.  So...

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  I think we used to do that.  

We used to kind of rotate around.
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        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We used to.  And we're 

still looking for those individuals we left before, so 

just riding around for them.

        MARTY HORNICK:  I'll bet it's hard. 

        Thank you so much.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  All right.  Thank you. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Okay.  Garrett Villanueva,   

Region 5 Forest Service.

        You know, I just wanted to comment on -- on the 

Inyo National Forest and their approach to their Trail 

Program.  I think there's a lot of passion and 

dedication with the people at the Forest Service here.  

And it shows because, you know, their approach to trail 

management is comprehensive.  You know, it's not that 

they're just working on the best management practices on 

the trail itself, but they're also doing a really good 

job with re-vegetation, they're doing a great job of 

signage, they're doing a good job with their volunteers 

and partnerships.  So their -- their approach is -- is 

comprehensive, and they're doing a good job with it.  

And as you might know in these conditions, in this -- at 

this attitude with these soils, with the lack of 

rainfall in the Eastern Sierra, you know, re-vegetation 

is really hard.  And they're kind of wildly successful 

at it.  So kudos to those guys.  Thank you for doing 
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such an awesome job. 

        So today I want to cover a couple quick topics.  

I know we're right before lunch.  So I'll try to make it 

relevant and quick.  I'm going to go over a couple 

discussion topics, and I have a quick Power Point 

presentation where I'm going to hit on Travel 

Management, the -- the policy-level stuff.  I'm going to 

talk about the Trails Connect Meeting with the Pacific 

Crest Trail and -- oh, an overview map. 

        So slide, please. 

        So we put together this map to give everyone a 

little bit better idea of the scope and scale of OHV 

opportunities on National Forest system lands in -- in 

the Pacific Southwest Region.  And in total, we have 

over 40,000 miles -- or nearly -- excuse me, nearly 

40,000 miles of designated routes.  That's routes that 

are designated for motor off-highway vehicle use.  So 

that's a -- that's a pretty large system.  You know, if 

you compare that to something like the system of 

highways and roadways in California, you know, it's 

almost half.  So it's -- it's a really big system for 

off-road opportunities throughout the State.  And it is 

a big State, too. 

        Inyo kind of fits right in about the middle of, 

you know, the -- the average of -- of what forests have 
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or don't have as far as OHV opportunities.  Some of our 

largest trail systems for OHV are in Northern 

California.  So just as a note.  

        So I mentioned the Trails Connect meeting.  That 

was a stakeholder meeting between Pacific Crest Trail 

Association and their stakeholders and Off-Highway 

Vehicle stakeholders.  And it was really interesting.  

So we've got an -- an effort going forward to foster a 

collaboration as -- as part of a bigger approach to 

start to align some of our similar interests.  And there 

was some really great dialogue that came out at the 

meeting.  You know, we came up with common ground for 

recreation opportunities.  We came up with some 

sustainable and holistic approaches maximizing diverse 

recreational experiences, which also tiers to reaching a 

broader and more diverse recreation user group that -- a 

group that's more representative of our demographics in 

California, as a matter of fact, and -- and sharing 

interests. 

        One of the -- one of the key points that came 

out of it was really starting to talk about strategies 

for how we can minimize use conflict between users.  And 

that goes both ways.  It's not just motorized users, you 

know, affecting non-motorized users, but it's actually 

the other way as well and how we can do better.  And 
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there -- there was some really kind of obvious stuff 

that came out of it.  One of them being is that we can 

sign trails for allowed uses pretty darn easily, and 

that's a great way to just alleviate potential conflict 

right at the beginning of the trail or along the trails 

to remind, you know, the public using that trail who's 

allowed on that trail instead of public thinking that 

they need to make a decision like, Oh, I saw a 

motorcycle.  It's -- I'm taking it upon myself to, you 

know, be the enforcer.  And, you know, in a lot of 

cases, that might not actually be correct; that 

motorcycle could be allowed on that trail and they just 

didn't know.  So reduce conflicts, improve compliance, 

maximize recreational opportunities.

        When we start to see use groups working 

together, even such diverse groups as like the Pacific 

Crest Trail Association, you know, which is a hiker -- 

you know, primarily hiker and equestrian group, and -- 

and the OHV stakeholders, you know, that we almost don't 

get a whole lot farther on the spectrum on our trail 

users coming together -- and there was a lot of mutual 

interests that were expressed at that meeting and a lot 

of opportunity, I think, in moving forward.  And if we 

can come together and start to identify what those 

overlapping interests are, we have a lot more potential 
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in the future to expand our overall partnership 

capability and to streamline opportunities for the land 

manager involved.  You know, when our stakeholders are 

coming to us and saying, you know, We're -- We're -- We 

have common agreement on -- on this idea, it makes it 

very easy for the -- for the Forest, in this case, to 

take that idea and run.  Yes, we've taken a lot of the 

controversy out of the equation. 

        Okay.  Next slide, please. 

        So the thing I really want to point out here -- 

well, there's, I guess, two things, is -- is the need 

for collaboration in our processes.  And, you know, when 

we're collaborating, that -- that's not just 

collaborating at the planning level; it's collaboration 

kind of circling back from planning all the way through 

implementation, and then even for maintenance and 

monitoring into the future.  Okay?  So that's the -- 

that's where the magic with collaboration really starts 

to occur is when it's continuous through the entire life 

cycle from planning all the way to managing a trail in 

the long run.  And we're -- we know -- the Forest 

Service knows, anyway, that this is the -- this is the 

future of our trail system.  You know, in the 2013 

Accountability Office Report -- GAO Report that was done 

on trails for the Forest Service, we identified that 
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we're only maintaining 25 percent of our trail system to 

our standards.  Okay?  That's -- that's a -- that's 

not -- that's not awesome.  And -- and we can do better, 

and we will do better.  But when we look at our budgets 

and our capability as an agency, you know, the -- the -- 

the solution's like external to the agency, and it's how 

we work with our stakeholders to identify those 

solutions is -- that's the future of our -- our trail 

system, our trail programs with the Forest Service.  So, 

you know, our -- our existing partnership with -- 

with -- with the Commission is extremely important, and 

the Division is extremely important to the future of 

trails in California and OHV opportunities.

        Okay.  So I want to do a 30,000-foot overview of 

the Travel Analysis Process.  You know, I've been made 

aware that there's some confusion about what the Travel 

Analysis Process does and -- and doesn't do.  So I'm 

going to run through it kind of briefly. 

        Did -- was there a question before I move on or 

a comment? 

        Okay.  Great. 

        So the question of why -- you know, why do we 

have to do travel analysis.  And the role -- you know, 

the travel management role is updated and our policy was 

subsequently updated in order to address those changes 
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in the rule.  And, you know, one of the key criteria 

that was changed is that the Travel Analysis Process 

is -- is not part of a Forest planning process.  It's 

not part of the Forest Plan.  We don't do travel 

analysis as part of our Forest Plan and revision 

processes is basically what that means.  Okay?  So   

it's -- it -- it exists at more of a -- it's still a 

programmatic document for transportation planning.  And 

it's also not a decisional document.  It's a document 

for us to use as a tool to frame up proposals into the 

future on how we're going to manage our overall road 

system.  Okay? 

        So specifically, the -- the rule -- you know, 

CFR 36, Part 212, says that we're to identify our 

minimum road system needed for safe and efficient travel 

in administration of National Forest System lands.  

Okay? 

        Next slide, please. 

        So one of the -- one of the relevant triggers 

for us getting travel analysis complete is that if we 

don't have it complete, we're not going to be able to 

expend our maintenance dollars on roads that aren't 

included in the Travel Analysis Report -- or the TAR, 

which is the -- that's the report that ties to the 

Travel Analysis Process.  So when you hear that used 
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synonymously TAP or -- or TAR, it's -- it's kind of the 

same thing. 

        So there's a very clearly laid-out six-step 

process for us, you know, as far as setting up the 

analysis all the way to, you know, how we go about a 

comparison of risk versus benefits, needs versus risks, 

and -- and how we even lay it out in the report for 

discussion.  And there's also prioritization of our -- 

our road system included within that document. 

        Next, please --

        So here's a -- here's an example of what it 

could look like.  So, you know, in -- in this spaghetti 

network of roads, you know, when we look at these and 

you see the red roads on there, you can kind of get a 

better idea of what we might be talking about.  You 

know, it's not -- it's not -- we're not looking to 

necessarily close your best OHV opportunities.  That's 

not the intent whatsoever.  It's actually the opposite.  

It's to identify the low-hanging fruit, the stuff that's 

high-impact to resources and its low value to recreation 

or -- or not -- not really appropriate for recreation 

for some reason or another.  So if there's a trail or a 

road that goes to -- really a road that goes to an 

amazing vista and, you know, the road's in relatively 

good shape and there's no resource -- big resource 
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concerns with that, nothing that pops out as being like 

a critical habitat or something, that would -- we would 

hope that that would come up as having high benefit with 

a low risk.  And that's what we would expect to see.  

You know, in a network like this, though, where we have 

so many routes, the routes that are identified, I mean I 

think the -- if you looked at those routes, you'd be 

able to look 50 feet over and see a parallel route.  So 

in -- in these types of situations, developing the TAP 

so that we can prioritize what would be a more 

appropriate road system and even improvement the 

recreation experience, that's what it's all about. 

        Next slide. 

        So as part of that report -- again, I'm -- I'm 

circling back and repeating some of the same 

information, but sometimes that needs to be heard in 

different ways so that we all sort to, you know, gain a 

common foundation for understanding.  So -- so I 

apologize if it's too redundant. 

        So we looked at road risks and their problems.  

We looked road benefits.  We looked at road 

opportunities.  We all want to look at opportunities, 

you know, what's the opportunity.  That's what we're 

look -- that's the change that we want to make happen.  

And we want to prioritize those opportunities.  So our 

169
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



highest-risk roads that have the lowest recreation value 

are what we want to consider first when we are in 

constrained funding situations or constrained capacity 

for our personnel. 

        Our -- our road system, you know, we talk about 

a minimum road system, but how we've done that in  

Region 5 is it's going to be recommended for a likely 

needed or an unlikely needed.  So that's -- that's the 

extent of the analysis relative to what the minimum road 

system would look like.  Okay?  So once we have this 

map, the next step for a confined area would be to do a 

NEPA analysis on that, and then further understand the 

utilization of the roads, the need for the roads, the 

recreation benefit for the roads, even the economic 

generator that the road is for a local community, that's 

where we're really going to dive in and better 

understand that.  So that the importance here is the TAP 

or the TAR is not a decisional document.  It's -- it's a 

left side -- when we talk about NEPA, we talk about 

right side, which is the official NEPA process.  When we 

talk about left side, that's pre-NEPA process.  That's 

kind of looking at the whole picture, developing what 

we're going to move forward with to actually analyze as 

a starting point.  And then in the NEPA process, we take 

public input, you know, we do scoping.  The public gets 
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an opportunity to comment on the alternatives we've 

developed.  So there's -- there's a robust public 

process that goes along with the NEPA analysis, which 

happens in addition and after the TAR report.  And 

that's the decision -- that's where the actual decision 

to keep a road or eliminate a road or re-route a road or 

make a new road is -- is decided.  

        Next slide.  

        So when we talk about, you know, what are our 

needs, how do we define "need."  Well, that ties us back 

to our Forest Plan.  And we look at our management 

objectives and we look at our resource objectives.  

Okay?  So with every managed road, we have road 

management objectives that tells us why that road 

exists.  Is it for recreation access, is it for 

management activities, is it to restore a -- a wetland?  

You know, why is that road there?  We want -- we need to 

know that, as well as the other management areas that we 

consider for resources, you know, whether it's a 

resource conservation area or -- or what is it?  

        Unneeded roads are roads that -- that really 

don't have a re- -- and it can be -- resource management 

objectives or -- or management objectives can be tied to 

recreation.  Okay?  Recreation is its own management 

category with respect to roads.  And there's a way to 
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input that information.  So if there's not a strong case 

for a management objective for a road, then why do we 

have that road?  Why does it exist on the landscape?

        Next slide. 

        So -- and -- and -- and to put that into 

context, you know, we have a larger road system than we 

can -- than we can afford.  We know that.  So we're 

looking for opportunities to right size our road systems 

and to chart a path to sustainability, a sustainable 

road program, and a sustainable system -- road system 

that meets the needs of our local communities and our 

users.

        So when we're talking about Travel Management, 

we're talking about Sub-part A of CFR 212.  Motorized 

trails are not a requirement of -- to -- to include in a 

TAP or a TAR.  Okay?  Motorized trails are not a 

requirement.  Roads are clearly required.  Okay?  So 

there's -- there's a big difference there.  The -- the 

place where our motorized trails really tie in -- and 

you could include it in -- in the analysis if you wanted 

to.  You don't have to disclude it; although, it's -- 

you know, it's burdensome and it -- it creates 

complexity with the analysis.  Because the reason why 

trails exist is much different than the reasons why our 

roads exist. 
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        So the trails that connect to our road system 

are -- are a strong case for where a road is needed for 

recreation access.  Okay.  That's -- that's the 

relevancy of our motorized trail system and how they 

would relate back into a TAP or a TAR report. 

        Okay.  It think I've covered those points.

        Next slide, please. 

        Is that -- that's it?  Okay.  Thank you.

        So with that, I've got -- I do have a couple 

other items, but is now a good time to pause and -- and 

have a discussion about what I've talked about here?  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Well, what we have is, is we're 

kind of starting to run into our lunch hour.  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Uh-huh. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  And I know that there's going to 

be some questions that we'd like to go to you.  We also 

have to -- right after lunch by the agenda, we have to 

into the non-agenda items, public comment on that.  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Uh-huh. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  So are you going to -- planning 

to stay to hear the public comments on this -- these 

items?  And then we could maybe have you come back up 

for some more questions, at that point. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  You bet. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Would that be possible? 
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        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Yep. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Why don't we --

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Absolutely. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  -- do that, then.  That would   

be -- because I -- you know, there's some good -- that 

was quite a bit of good information, and I'd like to 

throw some ideas around, and we can go from there.  

So...

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Okay.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  So should I go -- can I go 

ahead and finish out my couple more topics here?

        CHAIR CABRAL:  How much -- yeah.  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Be brief. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  How much time do you think you 

have?  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  I have under ten minutes, 

maybe five minutes. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So what that will do is 

that will give us about a 45-minute lunch instead of an 

hour lunch.  And just so everyone knows, the lunch is 

really close.  It's just right down the hall on the 

other side of the restrooms.  So we can --

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  I'll be -- 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah -- no.  
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        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  I'll be extra brief.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  No, that's fine.

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  I'll be extra brief.  

There's -- 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah.  So we'll go -- go ahead.  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  I mean if there's questions 

on the topics, you know, we can -- we can -- 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah, we'll handle that. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  -- always come back to 

those. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Sounds good.

        So one of the campaigns that we are actively 

working on is Cal- -- a statewide "Ride On" campaign -- 

campaign with Tread Lightly, you know, just to expand 

the message -- a kind of unified message across the 

State, really, for the -- the benefit of our users' 

better understanding, you know, where they should be and 

where they shouldn't be. 

        We -- at Lake Tahoe, we are just completing our 

Ride On campaign there.  We did include an eBike PSA -- 

Public Service Announcement -- within that because 

it's -- it's hitting it -- it's hitting the ground in 

Tahoe at least.  And we're starting to hear about it in 

other places.  So, you know, the electric bikes by 
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federal rule are considered a motorized vehicle.  I 

realize that the State rules are different. 

        OSV Planning update, so this is sub-part C of 

our planning rules, our OSV use maps, which is the 

winter counterpart to our motor vehicle use maps which 

are summer maps.  So -- let's see.  The Lassen, Plumas, 

Tahoe, Eldorado and Stanislaus are moving forward.  The 

only forest that hasn't released their proposed action 

is the Plumas, and they anticipate release before the 

end of September.  So I didn't check today if it's out, 

but they've got two more days, I think -- two more 

working days.  We do have Micky Smith if you are in 

contact with the RO, Kathleen Mick and Micky Smith are 

your two primary contacts for the Sub-part C parts for 

that. 

        And, you know, we are -- there's a note here 

about fires.  And -- and that applies to all of our 

programs.  As you know, we're having a brutal fire year, 

and -- and it is impacting our capacity and our 

resources.  It's been all hands on deck to address these 

emergency situations. 

        I also wanted to provide a quick update on 

Wet -- Wet Weather Trail Management Implementation, the 

report that the -- the Division funded.  You know, the 

report is complete.  I did report out on that.  Roger 
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Poff was with us in February and -- I don't even 

remember where we were.  We were in Palmdale maybe -- 

City of Palmdale.  Anyway -- so we're working towards 

the next step, which is going to be implementation of a 

monitoring program that -- that affects -- effectively 

takes wet weather management and puts that into play so 

that we're using on-the-ground conditions to open and 

close a -- a trail system and -- and to start that pilot 

project.  We're also working with our Missoula 

Technology Development Center to formally publish that 

report.  So it will be -- it will be -- the distribution 

of it will go national level and be much more widespread 

at that point.  And we're -- and we're taking that on as 

an extension of the work that we did with -- with 

Division funding.  So, again, thank you for -- for 

supporting that project.  And we're looking forward to 

some movement.  We're the first in the nation to take on 

wet weather management protocols for seasonal closures 

of our -- our -- our route systems.  So I think that's 

pretty exciting.  

        Last thing I have really quickly are just a note 

on our volunteer resources.  So I've mentioned this 

before, and I -- I believe -- you know, as you've heard 

me say that collaboration and partnership is just 

incredibly important for our public land managers.  So 
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the relationships we have with our partners in 

developing stewardship is -- is essential.  You know, as 

an example, trails represent the number one place where 

the public or volunteers contribute time and effort on 

national forest system lands.  You know, number -- and 

close behind it is tree planting.  But trails represent 

the best avenue we have to engage our public to -- to 

let them start to develop that land ethic and 

stewardship responsibility that is so badly needed right 

now.  So we want to continue to grow that, and so that's 

why I'm sharing some of these volunteer resources that 

the Forest Service has developed.  So you can Google 

these things.  It's just www.google.com, and if you type 

in "Forest Service Volunteer Guide," you will get -- 

it's like 130 pages or something.  It's a really good 

comprehensive guide that tells you everything you should 

be doing.  And even the why you should be doing it.  It 

talks about worker's compensation coverage for 

volunteers working in National Forest Service land 

underneath the Voluntary Services Agreement.  So you 

can't just go out there and, you know, be cutting stuff 

with your chainsaw and cut off your foot and then come 

to the Forest Service and say, Oh, I was working for 

you.  You weren't, not unless you were under a Voluntary 

Services Agreement and had the correct training and the 
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correct protective equipment at the time. 

        We also have a Coordinator's Guide.  That is 

actually for the volunteer coordinator on the forest or 

an entity that is acting as a volunteer coordinator for 

the agency, which we do have some umbrella organizations 

that are operating.  In fact, someone from the -- Abby 

from the Friends of Jawbone just contacted me about such 

a -- a type of arrangement.  So I'll be working with her 

over the next couple months, I hope. 

        And we also have the Job Hazard Analysis 

templates.  That's where we define what the hazards are, 

what equipment, training, protective equipment you need 

to have on your body while you're working for the Forest 

Service. 

        So with that, I'll conclude and -- and free 

everyone to go to lunch.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes, thank you very much.  And 

we'll look forward to having a little good 

question-and-answer session with you a little later on.  

Okay?

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Thanks, Ted.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  So just briefly before we go to 

lunch, I just want to throw some numbers out there 
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because we've heard a lot about the Grants Program.  And 

we're looking at -- since 1972, there's been a little 

over a half a billion dollars that's been given to 

federal and State -- I mean counties, different public 

lands here in California.  Forest Service -- I was 

looking over -- over $207 million, and the BLM, 175 -- 

over $175 million.  So those are the kind of numbers 

that are out there.  And this is an ongoing program, we 

hope, after 2018.  And with that, we will be -- this 

will be something that will continue.  The citizens of 

California, all citizens, the -- the OHV 

recreationalists support this motorized use throughout 

the State. 

        So with that, why don't we go ahead and have 

lunch.  At 1:30 we're going to start the public comment 

here on the non-agendized items.  So I want to make sure 

that anyone that wants to do a non-agenda has their blue 

comment card -- not the green one -- the blue one filled 

out and over here because we're going to dive right into 

that.  Okay? 

        So let's have lunch until 1:30.  Thank you.  

        (Lunch recess.)

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

        CHAIR CABRAL:  All right.  Let's bring the 

meeting back to order.  We have to immediately go to the 
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public comment for the non-agenda items.  After that, 

we'll follow up with public comment on the program items 

that we just listened to before lunch, and then we'll 

have some Commission discussion on it at that point. 

        So the first person I'd like to call up for 

non-agenda items would be Don Amador, followed by Jeff 

Blewett. 

        DON AMADOR:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  Don 

Amador with the Blue Ribbon Coalition and Quiet Warrior 

Racing. 

        I know we're short on time today, so I'll just 

keep it short.  A quick update on HR 1838, the Clear 

Creek bill.  As most of your know, Congressman Farr 

introduced that bill late spring, early summer this 

year.  It was co-introduced by Congressman Valadao and 

Congressman Jeff Denham.  It's currently awaiting a 

hearing in the Forest Public Lands Subcommittee on the 

House Natural Resources Committee.  And right now we're 

trying to -- Blue Ribbon and others are trying to 

generate support at the grassroots level for a hearing. 

        Even though that bill is important to us, and I 

know the Commission and Division continues to work hard 

on the Clear Creek issue, on a national level, it's -- 

it's very small.  And so for it to get a hearing back in 

D.C., we need to have folks contact their own member of 
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Congress, House of Representatives, and ask them to 

co-sponsor and support HR 1838.  So there's a national 

effort going on for that.  I would ask the Commissioners 

as individuals and also maybe as a Commission at the 

next Commission meeting to send a letter of support to 

Congress, to the House of Natural Resources Committee.  

In fact, San Bernardino County, I found out just earlier 

today, sent a letter to Chairman Rob Bishop for the 

House of Natural Resources Committee yesterday.  And so 

I'll make sure you guys get a copy of that.  You can 

feel free to share that with your House members.  And 

hopefully working together we can generate some 

grassroots support on a national level as well as just 

in California for getting Clear Creek re-opened.  So 

we'll keep you posted on that. 

        Also, as many of you know, and this Commission 

has addressed it over the years, the -- the issue of 

permitted event reform continues to be an issue, cost -- 

excessive cost recovery fees.  Doesn't just affect 

motorized; it affects mountain bike, rock climbing, and 

other events.  So Blue Ribbon has drafted up some draft 

legislation on that.  And our new Executive Director 

Mark Hackworth -- who not only has a motorized but a 

mountain bike and rock-climbing background; he's written 

books on rock climbing and stuff -- is talking to some 
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of the Idaho delegation to see if one of them might want 

to sponsor that bill.  And so hopefully by the next 

Commission meeting, maybe he'll have an update for 

you -- for you on that. 

        And then I just want to continue to urge the 

Division and Commission to support emergency -- an 

emergency funding pot for catastrophic events like 

wildfires and -- and floods that impact our designated 

areas.  So just urge you to keep working on that. 

        So thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Jeff, followed by Dave Pickett.

        JEFF BLEWETT:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  

My name is Jeff Blewett with the California Four-Wheel 

Drive Association. 

        I'm here today to bring up a -- or request to -- 

we'd like to name the training center at the Clay Pits 

for Don Klusman in his years of youth training and his 

being one of the people that drove Clay Pits to become 

an SVRA.  And I know we brought it up a couple times, 

but how do we go about making that happen?  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Let's see.  Let me ask -- can I 

ask the Deputy Director, I guess, on that?  How does   

it -- we go about naming a training center at an SVRA? 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I'm getting a 
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consultation here.  But -- okay.  Here's what we're 

going to do:  Why don't we do that on the agenda for 

next time.  There's a list of criteria to -- to do it in 

the State Parks.  But, you know, as we know, we -- we've 

got things named after -- after other folks throughout 

the -- the SVRA system.  But we'll get the -- the 

information to you.  We -- we'll have it to provide to 

you.  And then the Commission can make a motion to do 

it, and we'll make sure that we get all those balanced 

so that we can try and get something done. 

        DON AMADOR:  Okay.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay? 

        DON AMADOR:  Thank you.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Yep.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  And that will be 

appropriate anyway because we'll be in Prairie City 

District next time. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Yeah, that's true, huh?  

Thanks. 

        Dave Pickett.  No Dave? 

        Okay.  I'm going to cycle in here. 

        John Stewart, followed by Mike Johnston. 

        JOHN STEWART:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  

John Stewart, California Four-Wheel Drive Association. 
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        Couple of presenters this morning mentioned 

something about fire and the impact of fire.  And I 

would like to request that the Commission look at a 

future agenda item on the severity of fires and the 

impact to recreational opportunities at these various 

fires within the State have had.  Number -- you know, 

looking at it from the perspective of what is happening 

to the recreational opportunity being -- not so much the 

OHV-designated areas, but the other roads that are out 

there knowing that a lot of the roads that are within 

the fire areas, which may not be a real high-value Green 

Sticker riding opportunity, they are a high value to the 

four-wheel drive community for the four-wheel drive 

touring opportunities that exist and to the general 

public for part of the overall off-road, you know, 

off-paved highway experience.  But this is something 

that -- I believe that the Commission should look at and 

begin asking questions about because this is -- what 

these fires and when the recovery on these fires has 

done, we want to make sure that we are -- do not have 

washed recreational opportunities.  

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Mike Johnston, followed by Ed Waldheim.

        MIKE JOHNSTON:  And I just want to say thank 
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you.  You guys have done a great job supporting us in 

the Owens Valley.  That CTUC map is a wonderful map.  

That's the best thing to come across for the -- for the 

entire area.  It's a wonderful map.  We have the north 

map, the south map.  We're on our third edition of the 

north map, and it's well-used.  It's a great map.  

Hopefully the Forest Service will consult with us the 

next time they do an edition, though, so we could talk 

about the update the next time around.  But that's a 

wonderful map. 

        The kiosk that you guys have paid for, 

wonderful.  We appreciate the kiosk.  I understand Marty 

got in a little trouble because the kiosk didn't have 

your stickers on it, but that might not be Marty's fault 

because one of those kiosks belongs to the Four-Wheel 

Drive Club -- well, that's wrong because we gave it to 

the -- the Forest Service.  But we, the Four-Wheel Drive 

Club and the Tierra Del Sol put one on the BLM land and 

we put one on the Forest Service land, and we put maps 

-- actually, CTUC maps in those map boxes.  Also, Marty 

gave me a bunch of stickers, and I was supposed to put 

stickers on all those kiosks.  So it could be partly my 

fault, too.  But anyway, appreciate the kiosk. 

        You just paid for some signs, "most difficult" 

and "difficult" signs.  We, the Four-Wheel Drive Club, 
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with Tierra Del Sol, put in eight of those signs with 

our money, "Most difficult" and "difficult" signs in 

sections that match the CTUC map.  So drivers on the 

road will see a section coming up that's "most 

difficult" or rated "difficult."  So those are going o 

be very helpful in the future to help prevent problems 

in the off-road community. 

        So I just wanted to say thank you very much for 

those things. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Ed Waldheim.

        ED WALDHEIM:  Ed Waldheim, CORVA, California 

Off- -- CTUC, and the whole damn -- I keep forgetting -- 

Friends of Jawbone, Friends of El Mirage. 

        Anyway, I welcome to have Don Klusman share with 

me the joy of having a building named after his name.  

And I'm proud of that building that we have there in -- 

in Quail Canyon, Hungry Valley, the Ed Waldheim Center 

up there at the top.  And I've got the extra -- extra 

sign in my office in case that gets vandalized.  So I 

will be able to replace that thing.  So Don Klusman 

would be well-deserved.  So I hope you vote for that. 

        Gold Hill Road in the Los Padres National 

Forest, Deputy Director, Chris, I need your help on 

that.  We have stand -- we're at a Mexican stand-off.  
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We purchased 80 acres to be able to get the people from 

Gold Hill to Hungry Valley so we get off of the paved 

road.  You purchased the land, the State purchased the 

land, but the State doesn't want to give it to the 

Forest because they want to brokerage the purchase of 

the land that's in the entry of the way.  Well, the land 

on the entry has a different value than the 80 acres.  

Therefore, we're stalled.  We can't go.  You're forcing 

people to get on Gold Hill Road because we don't have a 

trail.  It's an only trail.  We can't tie it in.  And 

I'm so tired -- this is since 1977 this has been going 

on.  And I'm so sick and tired of waiting around.  

Something has to be made.  You own it.  The State owns 

it.  Just put the trail through it.  Couldn't care less.  

Let's just put the trail through it so Snowy Trail can 

be done with it.  Your own staff can put the trail in.  

The Forest can tie in from this side, like a plumber, 

plumbing it together, bingo, and we're done.  Then you 

worry about what else is happening. 

        The next issue I have is on a BLM issue, the 

DRECP.  The DRECP, we are very, very -- we're -- I don't 

want to take away from -- okay.  The DRECP and the WEMO.  

WEMO was supposed to be first.  Now, all of a sudden 

because we have stated -- or some people want to have an 

extension, it's been extended for a year.  Now DRECP's 

188
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



going to come first.  Now, what does that mean?  DRECP 

has very strict rules on what trails are going to be 

nominated inside of DRECP.  Understand that DRECP sets 

up all these conservation lands and there are no trails 

in the DRECP document.  Think strong; think hard.  There 

are no trails.  So now you're going to bring the WEMO 

Plan in.  They're not grandfathering WEMO in there.  If 

we started first, grandfather all the trails that WEMO 

comes up with, we'll be in DRECP.  Huh-uh.  We come in 

September with WEMO and we may have to go through the 

whole process of renominating the trails that go into 

DRECP Plan.  It is totally upside down.  It is not 

acceptable.  And we're going to lose big time.  And I 

think you as a Commission really need to play in this.  

Because this was done at the higher level of our pay 

grade, and we're really upset.  There's not any person 

down there in the south on the trail business when we're 

doing that that feels happy with it.  It's just totally 

unconceivable that they're pulling this fast one on us.  

And so we need to get to the bottom of it.  The really 

higher level --

        Chris, I hate to put so much burden on you, but 

we're getting screwed.  And -- and I asked Terry Raml 

just acknowledge our trails in DRECP and WEMO for DRECP, 

and she said, "I can't do that."  Bingo, they can't do 
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that.  That's not a good answer.  Anything is possible.  

So we need the WEMO trails assert in the DRECP.  Then go 

ahead, do your DRECP first and we'll finish WEMO later.  

But unless you get that in there, we are in big trouble. 

        My last issue, again, the PCT.  I don't know if 

you're going to talk later on and if I can talk -- can I 

talk later on that?  Or I can say it right now.  DRECP 

with the BLM, the Forest Service are doing the 

Management Plans revisions.  DRECP -- Management Plan 

revisions have no business dealing with the PCT.  That's 

a site-specific issue.  NEPA needs to be done.  And 

they're trying to come the back-door way trying to come 

up with corridors for the PCT through the planned 

revision.  That is a no-no.  Totally off base.  That's 

done after the plan revision comes.  That's a key from 

there. 

        Thank you.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  We will be diving into the 

PCT a little more in our report a little later on in the 

meeting. 

        With that, the last -- I'm going to do a second 

call on Dave Pickett for -- there we go. 

        DAVE PICKETT:  Dave Pickett, District 36.  Sorry 

you had to make the second call.  The wife calls -- 

sorry. 
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        Pretty much mirror what Don Amador just told me 

he had brought to the Commission.  But I want to throw 

out a concept idea based on something that I thought 

about earlier today when health and safety issues were 

being discussed.  And it sounds like funding is the 

primary issue.  And I would like the Commission to think 

about looking at a possibility of a change in grant 

allocation percentages.  And with the restoration grants 

at 25 percent and the lion's share for as long as I can 

remember, somehow figuring out if we could drop that to 

20 percent, take that 5 percent, move it down to health 

and safety.  It's all the same funding pot, no increase, 

and we double the money for health and safety. 

        That's what I have to say.  Thank you.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        You know, we kind of ended abruptly on the 

Forest Service Report, and the Commission didn't get any 

opportunities to ask any questions of Garrett.  So I'd 

like to see that the Commission has any questions -- if 

there's any questions on his report before we take 

public comment on it?  

        Thank you.  Appreciate you coming back up again, 

Garrett. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Yeah, you bet. 

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I did have one -- 
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one comment.  So first of all, I really liked your 

presentation around the travel analysis process.  I 

think in the tours we do there's so many questions about 

why roads are closed and why they're not.  And so I 

think it's just really important for the group to hear

the process, the very rigorous process that you guys go 

through.  And helps the whole community sort of have 

more trust in the process.  So thank you for that. 

        And I guess just one other question that I'd 

like to sort of bring to the Commission.  I know in -- 

in May in Sonora we talked quite a bit about fires and 

sort of the Rim Fire, but I still feel like I could use 

like a Fire Management 101.  And -- and I feel like that 

would land on the Forest Services' plate.  And just -- 

we talk a lot about the -- the opportunity for an 

emergency fund and how fires are impacting OHV, but 

obviously there's a prevention aspect of it, too, as 

well as a recovery aspect.  And it would -- I think it 

would be helpful to sort of know -- well, I mean 

obviously I know there's a lot of history around how 

forests have been managed, and that's starting to 

change.  But I think it would be helpful to hear a 

little more about that in depth. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Sure.  Yeah, I'd be happy 

to try to give you a better idea of -- of kind of how it 
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works.  And so, you know, when we -- when we have a fire 

happen, break, and, you know, we go into suppression 

effort to try and -- to halt, you know, our priorities 

are structure protection and -- and -- and lives and 

people.  So in that process, you know, all kinds of 

emergency actions can happen.  We can put dozer lines 

across our trails.  We can go down our trails with dozer 

lines, which is, you know, obviously really damaging.  

We try to avoid those types of actions, but they do 

happen because in -- in the emergency, sometimes it's a 

higher priority to protect lives or -- or homes, even, 

than it is to protect the trail by itself. 

        Now, like I said, that's not the first choice 

our -- our decision-makers make in those emergency 

situations, but they do happen.  Now, the other thing 

that happens with fire, kind of obviously, I guess, 

is -- is that, you know, once a really hot fire 

especially burns through, you know, it can vitrify the 

soils, it can kind of destroy the cohesiveness of the 

soils for a period of time, and then we also see more 

runoff occurring in those areas where a fire occurred.

        The uptake from vegetation of the -- the shallow 

groundwater is kind of remarkable.  It's -- it's really 

surprising the difference post-fire and pre-fire from 

the amount of runoff that occurs and the amount of 
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groundwater that is coming to the surface through seeps 

and other things that can be damaging to a trail that 

maybe never had a problem. 

        So -- and the lack of vegetation after a fire 

can also, as was pointed, I think, by BLM earlier -- 

yeah, Jane pointed it out, you know, we might have an 

area that's really confined by brush and the fire burns 

through, and then all of a sudden it's just like -- you 

know, there was a set of switchbacks or something where 

it's like, Oh, there's the trail right there, and people 

will just shortcut -- well, they're not necessarily 

switchbacks; it could just be trail -- a trail that 

reverses upon itself.  That's a technical term.  But -- 

so there's a lot of different types of impacts that can 

happen to our trail system, not to mention, you know, 

after a hot fire burns through, there's often a lot of 

standing dead trees left.  And we've had to close areas 

because those trees are falling at such an alarming and 

dangerous rate that we can't, you know, maintain a trail 

corridor that we feel is safe.  Anytime there is a small 

wind event, we can just hear those trees crashing all 

over the place.  And so we've had that happen, too, 

where there's a period after the fire goes through where 

we have to close the area for public safety.  So all of 

these things occur. 
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        We do have -- oftentimes there's restoration 

funds that can be dedicated to fix the trails.  However, 

the important thing about -- the delineator that I need 

to make is, you know, with that citation that I had 

earlier with 25 percent of our trail system meeting 

standard, so that the trails that aren't meeting 

standard that get burned over, we're only allowed to use 

our restoration funds to bring those trails back up to 

their pre-existing condition, not necessarily to 

properly fix the trails.  So oftentimes we might say, 

well, that trail needs -- you know, we need a quarter of 

a million dollars to fix that trail, or whatever.  And 

then we look at the damage that occurred from the fire 

up, over and -- and beyond what was pre-existing, and it 

really isn't that significant.  It might be a $10,000 

kind of thing.  And that -- that doesn't oftentimes -- 

because the trail is in such poor condition, it -- it 

really doesn't put it in -- in a condition that's going 

to be protective of the surrounding resources to open 

that trail up without that limited investment in the 

trail.  So that's kind of where the gap in opportunity, 

I think, could exist, you know, if there were an OHV 

emergency fund to draw from. 

        But the other challenge is -- is the -- the 

capacity of our agency.  You know, we're even seeing in 
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our fire-fighting efforts that this is becoming -- 

emergency situations that we're -- we're -- we're down 

to the bone.  We don't have any more people to draw 

upon, and we're -- you know, we're somehow putting it 

together to fight these fires, and then conduct our 

regular business beyond that.  So, you know, when we 

come off a heavy fire season, you know, we're -- as an 

agency, we're tapped.  We're worked.  And -- so we need 

to be mindful of -- of how much we expect of those units 

to be able to -- and -- and the time frame in which we 

hope that they'll respond. 

        So, you know, when we look at it, a phased 

approach might be more successful for that forest to, 

you know, start maybe even a planning process, and then 

with the implementation process to follow shortly 

thereafter.  Because I think we do have big opportunity 

where we have a burn happen, especially if it's large, 

to really start to think differently about, okay, how -- 

how is this trail system going to work now.  Because  

the -- the landscape is now altered for, you know, the 

next 100 years or longer even.  So it's -- it's kind of 

a game-changer with some of these places.  And, you 

know, with every challenge, of course, we have an 

opportunity.  And I think if -- if the Commission is 

strategic about how you evaluate that -- how that -- 
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that emergency fund could be implemented to work and 

work closely with the agencies that the opportunity is 

much greater. 

        Does that answer your -- your question? 

        COMMISSION HAFKENSCHIEL:  I -- I think it did 

partially.  And I didn't mean to put you on the spot for 

now.  I was thinking more of a -- maybe a presentation 

at a future meeting that you could have as part of your 

update.  And -- and I think that you very touched on 

sort of recovery and post-fire pieces.  But also it 

would be great to hear just sort of about what your 

fire-prevention challenges are.  And, you know, it's 

important to see the whole picture.  Obviously our 

trails would be better protected if there's no fire at 

all.  So I just wanted to hear a little bit more about 

that. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  You bet.  We can do that. 

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Definitely don't 

feel like you need to do anything -- give a presentation 

right now.  But maybe for a future meeting. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  That -- that was my 

presentation for you now.  

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Yeah, really. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  I have a question. 

        Garrett, your Ride On Program, I thought I heard 
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about this in a previous Commission meeting, and it 

seemed -- and I -- maybe you could correct me on this.  

It seemed to be a very fairly popular program in other 

States.  And it seemed -- and it appears like it's just 

coming to California.  And -- and so what I wanted to 

ask you is, who -- who specifically -- and I forget 

where -- where -- what are -- who's -- like who 

specifically is working on this -- this project, and 

who's funding it?  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  So the Forest Service is 

funding it. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Okay.  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  And we have an agreement 

with Tread Lightly.  So they're a non-profit 

organization whose mission is to, you know, spread user 

education.  And so they've developed some very clever 

Ride On campaigns with, you know, photos that people can 

relate to.  We try to make them place-based.  And -- and 

so that's -- that's kind of how that works.  There's 

programs in Nevada and Utah that are statewide 

campaigns.  You know, they've adapted them to be like 

Ride On, Utah or Ride On, Nevada.  And, you know, it can 

be -- they can be a variety of different things from, 

you know, stickers to go on sign posts to billboards to 

just other promotional materials.  Oftentimes we find 
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our local industry including the Ride On messages and 

the PSAs -- the Public Service Announcements -- so it's 

like a -- it will be like a photograph of someone, you 

know, riding a motorcycle and they're riding by a sign 

that says "Designated Route" or something.  And -- and 

so it says "Ride On Designated Routes."  And it might be 

recognizable as, you know, being Lake Tahoe area or 

something.  And -- and we'll get our -- our -- our 

industry putting that in -- into their local newsletters 

or -- or their local advertising.  So it gets 

incorporated and folded in in those ways, which is a 

really valuable partnership that kind of naturally grows 

out of using the Tread Lightly Programs. 

        That -- does that -- 

        (Multiple speakers.)

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Yeah.  I guess I'm just 

wondering why it hasn't taken off here in -- in  

California when it has in other states.  I mean -- 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Well, we have been doing -- 

you know, the Forest Service has been working with Tread 

Lightly for a long, long time.  And we have a lot of 

local programs that tie into Tread Lightly campaigns.  

We distribute their materials.  We have Tread Lightly 

trainers that are on the force.  So they get trained by 

certified trains, and then they can become trainers to 
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train others to spread that message.  So a lot of it's 

kind of like -- it's almost like a grassroots 

involvement in a lot of cases because we can implement 

quick agreements with that non-profit organization to 

spread our education message.  So when we get education 

dollars, it's nice to just go straight over to those 

guys and -- and work closely with them.  And they're -- 

they're professionals that are developing, you know, 

these kind of catchy phrases and materials.  And -- so 

we do have an existence with -- with Tread Lightly 

already.  And we're looking at spreading it more to a 

regional level now and -- and trying to bring together 

other partnership opportunities and cooperators as we 

go.  

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  All right.  Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Any Commissioner -- yes, go 

ahead. 

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Excuse me.  Garrett, if 

you would, can you go back to the original slides in 

your presentation.  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  On the trails connect or -- 

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  There was your Mission 

Statement that spoke of how your mission is to -- there 

it is -- to provide the minimum number of trails the 

road system needed for safe and efficient travel 
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administration utilization on the Forest System lands.  

Does that speak -- is that -- is that statement in and 

of itself its own statement?  I don't hear recreation or 

providing access to the public or -- 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  So that's a great question.  

And -- and I tried to answer that when I was going 

through, but I know I was going fast.  And -- and -- 

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Yeah, I caught a bit of 

it, but I just was curious -- 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  The way -- the way that -- 

that I could best describe it -- well, first, to 

clarify, that it doesn't say "trails," so --

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Okay. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  I just want to be really, 

really clear, it roads.  

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Roads.  Okay. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  It's roads.  Okay?  Roads 

are the mandatory requirement.  Trails, you could do; 

it's not required.  Most people aren't including trails.  

I haven't seen anyone include trails, actually, up to 

this point, in their TAR report -- Travel Analysis 

Report.  

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Uh-huh.

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Okay.  And so where the 

recreation component ties back in, you know, in -- in 
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the rule itself, the rule was updated and the policy was 

updated to include economics and demographics as a piece 

of the analysis.  Okay?  So, you know, when we talk 

about recreation benefits, you know, if we have 

something that's desirable for recreation, then there's 

going to be a tie to socio-economic benefits to, for 

example, a local community.  So, really, that's kind of 

where start to bring that back in.  And same with the -- 

having a trail system that's reflective of the 

demographics that are using that trail system. 

        I -- I believe that that -- that ties very 

closely to the question you're asking about, well, 

where's the recreation analysis?  

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Uh-huh. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  So -- so that's it.  And -- 

and I think, you know, when we have the forest-wide 

level discussion of a TAP or a TAR report, you know, 

we're not going to dive really deep into -- into that 

level analysis.  That's really -- you know, it's going 

to really occur when we do the NEPA analysis, which 

requires that we're looking at the socio-economics of a 

proposal and changes to the existing opportunities.  

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Uh-huh. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  So that's where I think 

you're going to really find the meat of -- of the -- the 
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question I think that you're asking -- 

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Yeah.  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  -- is when we get to those 

more -- you know, a smaller scale where we can sort of 

wrap our hands around, okay, this -- this is the 

project.  And we can really start to think about it 

conceptually what does it mean or not mean to, you know, 

eliminate one route and make a new route or replace a 

route, and then we can start to talk about, you know, 

the quality, the experience that we're trying to provide 

and start to target that experience so we end up with a 

higher-quality experience that's less impacting to the 

resource and more efficient to maintain hopefully in the 

future.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Okay.  The other thing I 

was curious about is I wanted to go to the map that had 

the color coding of the -- of the trail system, if 

that's what that was.  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Yeah.  So it's further 

ahead.  One more.  One more.  Oh, we're going the wrong 

way.  Sorry.  That one. 

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Yeah, back up one.  Yeah, 

so that trail -- that map, that's a trail system, 

correct?  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Correct.  It's a road 
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system.  

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  It's a road system.  Okay.  

So you're looking at roads that, you know, are in the 

red color that are under consideration whether or not 

they need to be there or not?  Is that true, what that 

is? 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  (No audible response.) 

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I heard you speaking and 

you were talking in regard to whether or not a road had 

a particular destination and -- and whether or not it 

was necessary or how useful it was.  But it seems like 

part of what's being lost is a lot times, you know, a 

road is a designation in itself.  I mean when we go 

out -- I don't know about everybody else, but when I go 

out to travel through the forest, for me, the traveling 

through the forest is the designation.  I'm not going to 

any particular place; I'm circling around on a -- on an 

enjoyable route, and I come back to my truck.  So I -- I 

just -- I just want to know if you guys are taking that 

into account and whether or not -- it sounded like    

you -- you know, your designation was whether or not it 

had an effective, you know, purpose; where maybe the 

purpose is that it exists there.  And if it is in 

existence, there are people using it, because if they 

weren't using it, it grow over and disappear all on its 
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own.  So I just want to make sure that that part of it 

is taken into account. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Right.  And -- and so -- 

you know, I -- again, that goes back to -- you know, 

when we look at the resource objectives -- in another 

slide I tied back the resource objectives is what 

identifies -- where we go to drive, the need.  So if we 

look at resource objectives for an area, say, you know, 

we can look at a couple different things.  We can look 

at the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum, which is kind of 

like a forest zoning map, you know, there's different 

levels of uses that are acceptable in different 

Recreational Opportunity Spectrum classes.  Those exist 

all the way from wilderness in primitive classes to 

urban classes.  That's our kind of most developed 

designation we have in -- in -- in ROS -- or 

Recreational Opportunity Spectrum. 

        Okay.  So when we start to look at that, that 

kind of starts to tell us the level of developments that 

fits within the landscape.  You know, this is -- this is 

highly developed.  I imagine that this would be an ROS 

class of at least roaded natural in this setting.  And 

it's interesting, too, because there's -- there's -- you 

know, a lot of this landscape butts up against 

wilderness areas or ski resorts.  So, you know, it's -- 
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it's very complex. 

        Now, with that said, we can go in -- go in a 

little bit more specifically to your question, I hope, 

is, you know, kind of the quality of the experience that 

we're getting a long a road, in this case.  You know, 

and -- and in your -- you're articulating, if I 

understand it correctly, that that's -- that is the 

experience -- that's the destination itself is that 

experience you get while you're going down that road. 

        So then in this case, you know, if we look at 

that experience and we ask ourselves, well, would it be 

a high quality experience if I was riding through the 

forest and I really, you know, didn't see a -- a road 

right over there that paralleled the road I was on 

and -- you know, and -- and too many intersections kind 

of thing?  And that's kind of -- that's what I was 

trying to express with this particular slide is that, 

you know, we end up with these places that are so 

densely roaded that it actually detracts from the 

recreational experience.  And we can improve -- we can 

improve the recreational experience by taking this to 

the next step when we go to NEPA analysis and we look 

at, okay, you know, we've got some problems in this 

area.  Some roads are identified as not needed.  Some 

roads we know we need, but is it really -- you know, if 
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we look at it, you know -- and in this particular area, 

you know, we know that these roads actually weren't even 

developed for recreation originally.  They were -- they 

were developed for timber extraction.  So there was 

never, you know, a -- a design that was thought forward 

that, okay, we're going to try to offer a really great 

recreational opportunity.  You know, if we came back and 

said, just as an example -- we're not actually doing 

this, so just as an example, if we came back and we 

said, We want to eliminate half the miles of road in 

this area, and we want to redevelop to provide a better 

overall trail system and trail experience, I would 

suggest we could accomplish that, and we would be 

successful.  And not only would be -- we'd be improving 

the recreational experience, but we'd also be improving 

resource protection and we'd be making sustainable 

trails -- designed trails that require less maintenance 

in the future -- or roads, sorry, than they do now. 

        So we know we can accomplish these things.  

We've proven it in different places.  But we have to 

have the willingness to, you know, first identify that, 

okay, some of these roads are not awesome, and they 

really aren't serving the purpose they were originally 

intended for.  What are we going to do differently?  And 

so there -- there is going to need to be some sacrifices 
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in the future of some of our miles of roads for quality 

over quantity. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes, Commissioner Slavik.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  So, Garrett, I -- I've 

been listening to this conversation, and -- you know, 

and this -- it's -- a long time ago we -- we -- you 

know, this -- these discussions have -- have percolated 

along.  And -- and for the sake of, I think, for some of 

us here that may not have remembered this, tell me the 

difference between a road and a trail, and what's in 

between, and how a road can become a trail, just -- just 

so we get a sense of, you know -- you know, what's 

really out there on the ground where the rubber meets 

the road.

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  That was a good pun.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Yeah. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  So -- so in this case, we 

have a Road Classification System.  You know we manage 

our roads by Maintenance Level 1 through 5:  1 being 

the -- actually a closed road that's not open for 

vehicles to use except for in an emergency; they're for 

long-term storage.  Okay?  That's why they exist on the 

landscape.  They're an affordable way to keep something 

where we need to only go back maybe every 15 years or 

something.  Level 2 roads are -- are generally the OHV 
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enthusiast's type of road that you're -- you're wanting.  

It's like -- we classify it as a high-clearance vehicle 

road.  Okay?  Now, on the other side of things, we can 

have trails that are, you know, full road width that 

accommodates side-by-side or off-road vehicles.  So we 

would tend to manage that more for the recreational 

experience; whereas, a Level 2 we may not be focused 

quite as much on the recreation aspect of that trail as 

we would, you know, if it was -- if it was called a 

trail.  Okay?  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I -- I don't quite get 

that.  Are we talking about maintenance here or -- 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Yeah.  You know, so --    

so -- maybe I can explain it a little bit differently.  

The -- a road has a road-maintenance objective.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Right. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  A trail has a 

trail-maintenance objective.  A trail-maintenance 

objective is focused more upon the experience that that 

trail provides; whereas, a road-maintenance objective is 

focused on the access need, what -- what kind of vehicle 

needs to get down there?  Are they going to haul timber 

on that road in the future?  Do we need to go and get 

fire trucks down that road?  You know, what -- whatever 

it is.
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        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Well, there -- there was a 

big debate, and I'm sure John Stewart and some of the 

folks here can remember that it was all about 

maintenance, and what you were -- what the Forest 

Service was going to spend to keep the road open as 

opposed to letting it deteriorate and -- and turn into a 

recreational route instead of a utility route. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  So -- so on the 

maintenance, you know, within our Road Program, we 

receive substantially more dollars for maintenance of 

our road system than we do through our trail program for 

funding.  And I suspect that's where those -- I wasn't 

privy to those conversations, but I suspect that's what 

they were around, is -- is the amount of funding 

available for maintenance of -- if it was classified a 

road versus a trail.  And we -- we don't have that much 

money to -- to dedicate to maintaining our trail system; 

it's true.  At the same time, we don't have enough money 

to maintain our entire road system either.  But we do 

get a lot more money through the road -- road program.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  But you're getting money 

from the OHV Program to maintain trails. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  You bet. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Garrett, I'm going to 

start off with saying I really appreciate your style and 
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your very informative presentations.  So I think you do 

a great job.  But I'm also going to switch hats here on 

and be a little bit of a devil's advocate type of a 

thing.  And I go to a decent amount of the planning.  

I'm even involved in the early adopters, planning stuff 

and -- and -- and go to the -- you know, the different 

dialogue sessions and stuff.  And I know that in the 

background what's going on is, is that the issue that 

Erin was talking about with the -- the fires.  And with 

this -- and we're seeing it right now unfold in the 

State of California in a number of areas.  And the 

realization from all different types -- there's very few 

hard-core environmental communities that are still in 

that thing where you don't touch it, don't -- leave it 

alone and go.  People have all come around to the side 

that we -- they're understanding that we need to manage 

these forests in a different way. 

        So to take that into account, there's a 

possibility this whole system that you guys are talking 

about now is going to be completely obsolete within four 

or five years.  And what that -- what I'm talking about 

is you're going to be closing off a number of roads -- 

not you, but the Forest Service closes off a number of 

roads, and then it's like, well, we've got to go and 

we've got to do timber removal and we've got to do, you 
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know, fire work, too, to be able to manage, you know,  

the -- the landscape so we don't have these catastrophic 

wildfires.

        So from there what happens is that -- and -- as 

the recreation roads, the roads that have been pared 

down, we now have logging traffic on these roads.  And 

what you've done is, is you've got a completely 

different use profile that's coming back in.  And one of 

the things that -- that I hear about often is the 

difference between a Class 3 and a Class 2 road.  Okay?  

Well, with your budget restrictions you had is your 

Class 3 roads are now Class 2 roads in a lot of 

conditions.  They've just naturally evolved into Class 2 

roads.  And when it comes to especially the four-wheel 

drive vehicles and the people with the side-by-sides, 

this is something that's important to them to be able to 

go out and have that more -- a little more rugged 

experience and not necessarily just driving on a dirt 

version of a country road.

        So I think, you know, if there's a way to look 

at this like in a down-the-road situation with some of 

these ones that -- right now they don't have the money 

to maintain them.  I understand that.  But in the 

future, there's going to be revenue from -- from timber 

removal, there's going to be looking at it -- there's 
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going to be more traffic.  We're going to have more 

people.  The population's growing.  So I see that this 

is a short-term problem with this overabundance of road 

is -- is what it's looked at as of now.  But down the 

road, you know, in the future, I don't see it that way.  

That's just a possible -- that's just a different 

perspective. 

        So, you know, like you said, your recreational 

experience of when you have, you know, one road and 

another one's right there in your view-scape or -- or, 

you know -- or -- or if it's ruining the watershed, I 

get that.  That's -- that's just a natural.  But in 

other areas -- you know, when I get into some of the 

more remote forests, not like you get in this area here 

where this is a pretty well recreated enforced up until 

probably the wilderness boundaries, you get into some of 

these other ones and, you know, to be blunt, the -- the 

staff that's out there, they're letting people use it 

because they're -- they're like saying, Hey, we're glad 

someone's out here using this.  And they're kind of -- 

you know, so their on-the-ground management's a little 

different than the -- the -- the official management. 

        And I just want to point that out.  I'm not -- 

you know, I'm not -- like I said, I appreciate 

everything you're doing and stuff like that.  But I 
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think there could be a different view of this going 

forward based upon literally just the management for 

fire purposes, how this recreation and the fire and all 

that, and the industry, how they're all going to 

interface, it's going to be changing quite a bit in the 

near future. 

        So -- I know it's a lot.  It's not really a 

question; it's more of a statement.  But I'm just trying 

to be a little -- like I said, a little bit of a devil's 

advocate because I just wanted to plant that seed.  I 

don't think it's something that we need to dive into a 

bunch or anything, but it's just -- as we're moving 

forward in these early adopters in this planning 

process, it -- it -- I -- it worries me to look at this 

and say, Well, you know, we're planning all this stuff 

based around today's dollars and today's conditions, but 

the conditions are changing dramatically.  I mean just 

riding here on my motorcycle, the amount of dying trees 

out there is just unbelievable.  And it's -- it's 

getting worse in areas that traditionally -- I was 

just -- over Labor Day weekend I was in the far northern 

part of California in an area that's usually pretty damp 

and the trees have their problems with the bark beetle 

and stuff like that that's up there, they're dying.  And 

it's starting to look like it did two or three years ago 
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down here in the Central Sierra. 

        So, you know, there's going to be a point when I 

think -- I don't know for sure, but our federal 

government, our elected officials might wake up and 

actually fund you guys a little more appropriately 

because they're going to see at some point paying for 

all these wildfires costs much more than it does to 

manage the forest properly.  So when that happens, I 

hope that we have enough flexibility in -- in these new 

plans and -- and the mind set of the hierarchy in  

Region 5 that they're going to be able to adjust as we 

move on. 

        So I'll get off my -- I'll get off my soapbox 

now.  But I just wanted to point that stuff out.  So...

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  If I can respond.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Absolutely. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  You know, I -- I appreciate 

the compliment.  I -- I believe that's called buttering 

up.  But -- 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Well, I'm an old salesman, you 

know. 

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  But -- you know, so -- so a 

couple things, you know, just to -- just to -- for 

clarification purposes so everyone a has similar 

understanding, a foundational understanding, perhaps, is 
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that the -- the forest plans that are being -- being 

developed for the 2012 Planning Rule, you know, they're 

much more of a programmatic approach than our previous 

Planning Rule required.  Our previous Planning Rule was 

prescriptive.  Okay?  It said, You're going to do this.  

You know, You're going to upgrade this many miles of 

road in this area.  It was very much more prescriptive 

than it is now.  And there is some -- you know, when you 

compare the old plan to the new plan, it's kind of a 

stark difference.  So -- so I want -- I'll be -- 

just lay that out there that -- that it is a different 

rule we're using to develop our new Forest Plans now, 

and it does make them clearly look differently. 

        You know, with regard to the changing climate, 

the changing landscape, the change of role of fire, the 

ability for the agency to stay in front of that -- or 

get in front of it is really more accurate, those are 

good points.  And -- and I -- I don't necessarily 

disagree.  However, I will clarify that the point of 

having a Travel Analysis process is that we're taking a 

holistic look at our road system for our transportation 

needs into the future to address exactly the types of 

things that you're bringing up.  And it isn't a 

decisional document, just as a reminder -- I know I've 

said that many times today -- in -- in that when we get 
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down to those actual on-the-ground decisions where the 

rubber meets the road, you know, that's where we're 

going to have a much more real conversation of the 

analysis of the impacts and -- and what the road system 

looks like. 

        The Forest Service in Region 5, I'll say -- 

since I don't speak for all the Forest Service, 

necessarily -- we desire to have a road system that 

meets our management needs that we don't have to go and 

redesign every year.  One of the ways we do -- are able 

to -- to get the timber out efficiently is we do use 

temporary road systems.  That's a very common practice 

in Region 5 and -- and throughout the U.S. is to use a 

temporary road to get the vehicles in there that we need 

to efficiently and effectively remove the -- the timber 

for forest health in a lot of cases.  That's a huge 

priority.  You know, we're not out there cutting timber 

because it's -- it's driving the Forest Service budget.  

The reality of it is that there's very few mills left in 

California today.  We can't -- you know, we're having to 

pay to get rid of some of this timber more so -- more 

often than not.  And -- and so we want to do it 

effectively and efficiently, and mechanized treatments 

are far more efficient than hand treatments, as you may 

know.  However, we're limited -- limited by the terrain.  
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You know, once we get into slopes above 25 percent or 

so, we're -- we're not able to get our mechanized 

equipment in there to do that thinning. 

        So there's a lot of work to be done.  The -- the 

workload to go along with our preventative measures to 

make for a more fire resistant or -- or naturally 

adapted forest to fire is immense.  It's an immense 

amount of work. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  You guys have a huge task in 

front of you.  I -- I -- as I dove into this process, 

it's just -- it's mind-boggling.  So, you know, I just 

hope for the best, really, at times.  I -- I have to -- 

you know, I don't mean to sound, you know wishy-washy 

about it, but it's just -- you kind of look at it and 

go, wow, how are we going to be able to deal with this 

whole situation.  So...

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Yeah.  And there's a lot of 

processes in place that are -- that are, you know, not 

limited to the scope of trails that are going on with, 

you know, looking at an emergency relief fund, you know, 

at the -- at the national level to address these types 

of things, instead of using a fire transfer.  You know, 

right now when a fire transfer occurs, the agency has to 

strip our budgets out of anywhere we can to -- to pay 

for those fire-fighting costs.  
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        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We may want to go to 

public comment now. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah, that's where -- yeah.  

        (Multiple speakers.) 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  That's all right.  

        GARRETT VILLANUEVA:  Thank you.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  That's where we're -- that was 

the next item.

AGENDA ITEM VI - PROGRAM REPORTS - PUBLIC COMMENT

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So what we have now is the 

public comment on these three agenda items.  And we  

have -- I mean the three program reports.  So that would 

be the Air Resources Board Red Sticker regulation, the 

Bureau of Land Management, and U.S. Forest Service. 

        So first person up would be John Stewart, 

followed by Ed Waldheim. 

        JOHN STEWART:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  

John Stewart, California Four-Wheel Drive Association. 

        I appreciate the report that the Forest Service 

gave.  And it's almost come -- you know, harkens back to 

the diatribes I've been hearing for the last 15-plus 

years.  Travel Management is a never-ending story.  

Maybe a new face, but the words and the rhetoric is the 

same. 

        What is happening here is -- Garrett, I'm glad 
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you mentioned the Recreational Opportunity Spectrum.  

Let's look at what the Recreational Opportunity Spectrum 

is at the -- that is so important to defining what their 

road uses are for recreation.  It's a concept that was 

developed in the early 1980s and has sat dormant since 

then.  It does not reflect current recreation trends, 

nor does it even look to try to predict future 

recreation trends.  And yet they want a sustainable 

program.  They want a holistic view.  Their view is now 

based off of 1980 thoughts and methodologies. 

        A lot of definitions in here now.  Looking at 

recreation value of a road or trail.  And, Commissioner 

Slavik, you questioned what's the difference between 

roads and trails, and, yeah, there was a song and dance 

tapped around that that really did not address the 

question and did not adequately identify what it is. 

        But recreation value is very subjective.  

Garrett's tying his -- the Forest Service recreation 

value to this Recreational Opportunities Spectrum.  

Again, old thoughts, old mentality.  We start off with 

looking back over the history and the life of the Forest 

Service, the Forest Service was designed and developed 

and put together as a big bureaucratic process to help 

protect the forest and to promote logging.  It's early 

industry was it grew trees.  It knew how to grow trees, 
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create logging jobs.  Then we shifted into an 

environmental mentality.  What we're facing now and into 

the future is a -- the new industry that the Forest 

Service has not yet recognized is recreation is the 

future.  And they are tied and hung up on this OHV 

recreation when they have got to open their minds, open 

their eyes, and look to see what the recreation is that 

the public is demanding.  And it's not just OHV 

recreation. 

        Thank you.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Ed Waldheim, followed by Mike 

Johnston.

        ED WALDHEIM:  Ed Waldheim, CORVA. 

        The CARB Report was a very interesting report, 

and I hope these two young ladies will be talking with 

your staff to see we get them trained for ATV and 

motorcycle riding so they get the full spectrum.  

Because what we do on ATV training includes how to clean 

your vehicles, how to service your vehicles.  That's 

also part of the training.  So it's very important those 

young ladies can figure out. 

        I asked one of them also at what point you're 

going to have to come up -- what is the impact of the 

studies?  I have four ATVs in my barn that get used when 

the grand kids come once a year, twice a year.  That's 
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it.  Two hours a year, four quads that are 1980s, 1980s.  

They don't qualify for anything.  I mean they're just 

Green Sticker.  And so technically -- so if we're 

qualifying these as pollutants -- we ought to identify, 

say exactly how many of these machines even hit the 

ground and what kind of hours or days, and you'll find 

out it's minuscule.  It is not a big picture in this -- 

this whole issue over here.

        The BLM, I would like to ask the Chair to please 

put that on the agenda to require that the BLM encompass 

a WEMO trail network in DRECP before they sign it.  You 

sill have time because you've got -- they want to fill 

this shit up December -- or in November, you've got a 

meeting in October.  We've got to demand that they 

accept the WEMO designated routes through the process, 

even though it's coming a year later at their own 

volition -- we didn't want that, but they decided on 

that.  Those routes have to be grandfathered into the 

DRECP; otherwise, you're going to lose them all.  It's 

as simple -- that's how dangerous that is.

        And as far as the U.S. Forest Service is 

concerned, John Stewart hits it right on the road.  What 

they're trying to do right now is just -- it makes 

absolutely no sense.  We've gone through the same routes 

since -- Paul, we've been going through these routes 
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since 1973, 1974, '75.  It's the same routes.  They 

haven't changed.  But the Forest Service finds a way to 

keep on -- staff busy, keep them -- new inventing and 

keep on spending our money to come with the same bloody 

routes.  We haven't changed routes whatsoever.  So I 

feel this is a total futile exercise what they're doing 

right now.  The Forest Service has come up the routes.  

You take the -- you take the Inyo map we have, the 2,000 

miles -- or 2,200 miles of trails, I'll bet you they're 

working on them trying to cut us in half.  That's what 

they're after.  They're after cutting our trails off, 

and that is just -- it's not acceptable.  It just is not 

acceptable.  And I think you guys need a weigh in that.  

Because, you know, we have enough -- we've paid millions 

of dollars to maintain those trails, and enough is 

enough. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  We have Mike Johnston, 

followed by Dave Pickett.

        MIKE JOHNSTON:  I have submitted written 

comments, so if you have those in front of you, that 

might be helpful. 

        Good afternoon.  I'm Mike Johnston.  I'm 

representing the Eastern Sierra Four-Wheel Drive Club 

here.  I'm the president of the club, and the club has 

asked me to speak on their behalf. 
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        We're going to talk about this Travel Analysis 

Report that the Forest Service was talking about.  They 

issued their Draft Report this last summer, and they 

analyzed 1,564 Level 2 high-clearance vehicle roads that 

they maintain.  They're telling us that this report 

doesn't really mean anything, that it's not going to 

affect the -- the Forest Plan.  But here's what the -- 

here's what it actually says inside the Travel Analysis 

Report:  Because the TAP and the Forest Plan Revision 

are occurring simultaneously, their processes are being 

used to inform each other.  Now, if we have a TAP that 

has a lot of errors in it, then our Forest Plan is going 

to have an errors.  And this is what the TAP says in the 

Travel Analysis Report.  It says it's to be a 

science-based report on page 12.  On page 27, it says 

the Forest does not have accurate GIS data for dispersed 

recreation.  So what does the report say?  The report 

says 84 percent of the 1,564 roads have zero dispersed 

recreation benefit.  That's not just OHV; that's 

camping, hiking, fishing, hunting.  Zero for 84 percent 

of the roads that they analyzed.  They say 51 percent of 

those roads of the 1,564 roads are likely not needed.  

That's almost 800 roads they say are likely not needed 

on this Travel Analysis Report. 

        2009 we went through these roads.  We closed -- 
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they closed 630 miles of roads.  This is on page 2 -- 

that's on page 12 of the report.  Now they want to claim 

326 more miles are likely not needed.  The 2009 

decision, according to their report, was based on 

extensive analysis and public involvement.  That's true.  

If you saw the picture of -- of the Collaborative 

Alternative Team, the entire community was involved in 

that 2009 decision, and it was very analytical and a 

public-input decision.  But now they say 477 of those 

roads that were approved in 2009 are not needed.  But 

that's not what they say in the report.  This is what 

the report says:  If the recommendations in this TAR 

were implemented, road closures would cut off access to 

43 small road segments.  No, it's 477.  There were about 

13 miles that were added in 2009 in Travel Management, 

page 43. 

        We went out -- the Eastern Sierra Four-Wheel 

Club went out to examine their data.  We did three 

audits of roads they claim do not exist or are clearly 

overgrown.  Three different sample -- random-sample 

audits, we found between 70 and 80 percent of those 

roads do exist.  Their data is wrong.  The entire report 

is wrong.  The Forest Service needs to get unbiased 

data, and they need to put together -- they need to 

understand the level -- the Level 2 roads, how important  
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they are to the OHV community. 

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Dave Pickett, followed by Gary Martini.

        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  If I can just trail onto 

what he said and maybe answer Erin's question just 

briefly. 

        Another benefit to roads and trails in the 

forest is that when fires are fought -- and I can say 

this as a paid fire-fighter -- they're fought by making 

fire breaks, and they're done with rakes, shovels, 

picks, chainsaws, all the way up to bulldozers and 

aircraft making drops.  So when trails and roads start 

being erased out of the forest, that's what's going to 

increase the fuel load, and that's what's going to make 

it more difficult to make access to those areas.  That's 

what's going to make it necessary to drive a bulldozer 

in there to get in there to fight those fires instead of 

going down an existing trail.  And instead of having 

breaks in the fuel, now it's all one contiguous fuel 

load that will burn. 

        So I just want to add that. 

        DAVE PICKETT:  My turn? 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  You're turn. 

        DAVE PICKETT:  Dave Pickett, District 36. 
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        I wanted to start with the CARB presentation.  

I'm just absolutely tickled to death that we're getting 

to see accurate science to the best of CARB's ability.  

But I want to zero in on a point that Commissioner 

Murphy said.  There are a lot of vehicles out there that 

are specialized, low production numbers, trials-types 

bikes that are burning a hundred to one.  And I believe 

they hold less than eight-tenths of one gallon on the 

whole vehicle.  Those units aren't measured in 

kilometers or miles.  Those -- those units are measured 

in hours of use of putting around in an area that's 

smaller from -- from me to you and left to right.  Okay?  

But that's thrown into the mix.  And this is where the 

discussion where -- it wasn't mentioned at this meeting, 

but it has been mentioned at some of these gatherings 

that have been put together on looking at fleet 

averaging as a possibility, a solution to this to 

eliminate the Red Sticker.  I'm still a believer that 

this is an aside problem, and it's no significant impact 

overall, to me, if you combine modern technology in 

these new motorcycles.  And per the document that you 

saw up there today, they said that, you know, a -- a 

modern 4-stroke motorcycle is one-tenth of a gram for 

being Green Sticker legal.  That's -- that's the 

technology, and that's going to continue. 
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        So I asked, after the meeting -- after their 

presentation, Where did the 1.2 hydrocarbon-gram count 

come from?  And apparently it came from a 1994 document.  

I have all those documents from -- from the early days.  

I can't find that document that gives that number.  So 

keep in mind at this point there is no science to 

justify that 1.2 hydrocarbon number that they're using 

as a baseline. 

        So other than that, they're going forward.  

They're working hard at this thing.  Applaud the 

testing.  We're going to get this thing fixed.  But you 

folks need to be aware because there's a million of us 

out there that are counting on the eight of you. 

        Jumping to Forest Service, a reminder, the TMP 

process and everything that we're seeing that's now 

coming to us, you know, six, eight, ten years later, the 

Travel Management Plan, this Trust Fund did contribute 

14 to 15, I believe, extra million dollars to the Travel 

Management Plan for our forests in California only so 

that they have supplemental funding to do this stuff 

right.  And I think what you've heard from the prior 

speakers is questioning was that a good investment at 

this time. 

        The BLM, the tour, I've been wanting to say this 

all day, fabulous.  Kudos to everybody that was 
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involved.  One of the best tours I've ever seen in the 

last -- since it started.

        Thank you very much. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  And Gary Martini.

        GARY MARTINI:  I'm sorry, I didn't want to 

comment on those three subs. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Thank you. 

        Okay.  So next thing we're going to do is move 

into the Deputy Director's Report. 

        How -- or before we do that, let me check in, 

how are you doing?  

        THE REPORTER:  Fine. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Fine?  You're good?  Okay.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay.  Just let us 

know. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Can we -- can we have some 

comment from the Commission on --

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Oh, yeah.  I'm sorry.  A little 

rummy here.  But yes, go ahead.  I'm sorry. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I -- I -- I guess I want 

to use this -- this moment to once again plead that we 

have the Regional Forester attend our meetings.  The 

issues that come up here constantly are driven by 

decisions way above Garrett's pay grade.  I mean he's a 

messenger. 
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        And you're doing a good job, buddy.  But you 

don't make the decisions. 

        And for the Regional Forester or -- or even 

further up the -- the food chain than him needs to hear 

from the constituents and people that are using these 

forests, these folks out in the -- they're out in the 

audience right now, what their concerns are.  And I -- 

and I just see constantly, we're -- we're handing money 

to the Forest Service -- my understanding was we gave  

$5 million for that Travel Management Plan when -- when 

Rich Farrington was here.  Handed money to them --

        What did you say, more?  

        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Unintelligible.)

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Yeah.  

        Anyway, we -- we handed -- and just for your 

information, we handed the Forest Service a whole bunch 

of money to do it right, carte blanche, and they screwed 

that up.  And it -- I don't know how many Travel 

Management Plans we've endured over the years.  Ed 

Waldheim probably has it on a document somewhere.  But 

it's been a handful of major -- major planning efforts 

that have essentially just continually eliminated 

opportunity. 

        But we need the Regional Forester here. 

        Whether, Ted, you can do that with your position 
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now or, you know, the Deputy Director can do that.  

Somehow we got to make that happen.  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Perez, did you   

have --

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Yeah, I -- I was just 

wondering what -- besides bringing him here, what do you 

think is the solution?  What do you think is a possible 

solution?  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  You know, we're dealing 

with a bureaucracy here.  I'm sorry.

        We're dealing with a bureaucracy here that I'm 

not sure there is a solution except for -- for the 

actual feelings of the -- of the public that -- that 

they work for are -- are being heard and that they 

somehow could respond to.  You know, Garrett can only 

deliver a message, you know. 

        And correct me if I'm wrong about that, Garrett, 

but my understanding in the Forest Service culture, you 

know, it goes up so far and -- and there's a person who 

makes a decision and that's it.  

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  I'm sorry, I'm -- I'm just 

kind of curious, is one possible solution not funding 

additional Travel Management Plans?  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Possibly. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Any other Commissioners? 
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        Well, that always brings up passion when we 

start talking about public lands, especially when we get 

into the -- the Forest Service lands; it seems like it 

really comes together there. 

        My recommendation is -- for a solution is to be 

involved in the planning process.  When it gets to the 

NEPA-type situation, that's when we have an opportunity.  

Beforehand, these three early adopters, where they're at 

right now is -- it's kind of like the wish list that 

they're putting together for their planning documents. 

        But somehow, someway they're going to have to 

wake up.  We have a severe problem with these -- with 

the overabundance of trees and just the problem with the 

fires.  And that's going to change how the forests are 

managed.  So how recreation fits into that is going to 

be -- it's going to be interesting to see how this all 

comes together.  So we're just going to have to, as a 

Commission, be on top of it and keep plugging away at 

it, even though I'm sure it's very frustrating for a lot 

of people that have gone through this multiple times.  

So...

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Let me -- let me just add 

one thing.

        You know what we probably need is a -- is a 

Forest Summit sponsored by -- by OHV.  
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        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  And -- and, honestly, 

we'll -- we'll work -- we'll try and get the Regional 

Forest Manager.  But I think all of us understand that 

Forest Service right now is going through a crisis like 

they've never gone through before.  And guess where the 

epicenter of the crisis is?  Right here in California.  

So understand completely, you know.  I -- I get 

everybody's frustration.  But it -- it's, you know -- 

it's sort of like asking if we could get Noah to come by 

the -- the meeting while the flood's hitting, you know.  

I mean it's just -- it's going to be a challenge for 

them to -- to -- to focus in on that particular aspect 

of their operation.  But we'll try as hard as we can. 

        And, you know, I think a couple of the 

Commissioners and -- and some of the public brought up a 

good point, which is there is a lot of fluidity right 

now to Forest Service.  I mean something is going to 

have to be done.  And you're seeing that right now. 

        I mean I think all of you probably noticed as we 

were driving around yesterday -- you know, my hat's off 

to this particular forest; they're doing a lot of 

thinning out there.  So some of the forests -- and -- 

and this is dicey for them.  I know, it's a political 

time -- or a politically sensitive issue. 

233
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



        But some of the forests are having better 

opportunity to do that than others.  They're threading 

the needle so that they can actually get out there and 

to do the thinning.  I think Don Amador gave us a great 

brief on some of the groups that are organizing together 

allow that to happen.  In that change that's going on in 

some of the forests, there are probably opportunities as 

well, you know, to re-look at some of these Travel 

Management Plans because there are -- that -- that 

thinning is going to produce opportunities for 

additional roads, additional trails, and stuff like 

that.  So -- but we'll -- we'll continue to try and work 

with them. 

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Can I just say one 

more thing?

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes.

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Thanks for that. 

        And I -- I just want to say that I think that we 

as a Commission are -- just want to thank all the Forest 

Service in place that are here.  And -- and I completely 

agree with what Deputy Director Conlin said, that -- 

that there is a crisis that's happening, and it is 

happening here in California.  But I think that there 

are -- there -- you know, I know Air Resources Board is 

looking at this and the impact on greenhouse gases that 
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the fires are having.  I know Governor Brown has been 

paying more attention to this issue.  So I think the 

more that we can learn as a Commission about what's 

happening in California and how California can take a 

lead on creating change in how these forests are managed 

across the country, but definitely in California, I 

think that would be good.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  On to my report.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yep.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  You still good? 

        THE REPORTER:  Yes.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay.  

AGENDA ITEM VI(D) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Start off with my 

issues.  First off, again, absolute thanks and 

appreciation for our host, for everybody that put 

together the tour yesterday.  Mark Hada did a great job 

on staff.  But he would not have had the success -- six 

times he came out here and rehearsed that tour and 

running around through here.  You know, that's how 

detailed of a guy he is.  But he would not have had all 

that success if it had not been for our wonderful hosts 

here in Mammoth, in Inyo, in Bishop, all of -- everybody 
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came together.  And -- and thank you so much for that.  

It means a lot to us.  Because by coming out here, we 

can examine a lot of these issues up close and personal, 

and that makes a world of difference than sitting off in 

Sacramento and -- and trying to figure out what's going 

on in the local community. 

        Transformation Team is going on in Parks just on 

a big view.  You know, we had Steve Szaley come out and 

talk to us a couple of Commission meetings ago.  Just 

had a big Parks-wide managers' meeting on that where 

they were starting to provide us information on the 

products that they've -- they've been able to put out. 

        Some of those that are interesting to us, 

service-based budgeting.  Service-based budgeting is 

going to be a hard thing for Parks to implement, but I 

think for our purposes, it's going to be an excellent 

way -- we already, basically, do that on the OHV side, 

but it's going to be an excellent way for us to capture 

our costs and the unique things that we do in our Parks.  

For your information, it looks like at least one of the 

pilot programs -- or at least one of the pilot tests of 

that service-based budgeting will be an SVRA so that 

they can look at that.  Because the SVRAs are so 

recreation unique.  I mean you -- you basically build 

the park around recreation.  You've got that balance of 
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resource protection, you've got a higher law enforcement 

quotient out there, higher numbers of environmental 

folks out there on the ground.  So they're going to take 

a look at that.  And I think that's going to produce 

some good information for us.  So keep watching that.  

You know, look at it.  It -- it's interesting.  It's 

going to be a change to a lot of things the Parks does. 

        And I think Ted put it well, we've also found 

that several of the things that we do in off-highway 

vehicle recreation are models that they're starting to 

pick up on over in that Transformation Team.  You know, 

we -- we've been a little area of experimentation.  We 

have the ability to work off a stable funding source.  

So that's very helpful to us, I think.  

        So Maria is sitting here next to me.  She's the 

Acting Chief.  Just to let you know that we have not 

forgotten that we need to get a permanent chief in.  

We're actively pursuing that.  It's been about four 

months now since Chief Jenkins retired.  We should see 

some developments on that shortly.  It was kind of a -- 

a thing that we just had to get through with the -- the 

folks at Cal HR so that we could re-label it as -- as 

the right position.  I think we'll be through that here 

in the next couple of months.  So I'm not -- I'm not 

predicting by October, but I think by the time the new 
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year hits, we should have a -- a new chief, and that's 

good.  Meanwhile, Maria's doing a fantastic job.  So 

thanks for your patience on that. 

        Almost -- well, I guess it was more than a year 

ago -- I think it was while we were at the El Mirage 

meeting, I pulled several folks to the side and I gave 

you a heads-up that at Red Rock they might be looking at 

doing a district superintendent closure of the Cudahy 

Camp area because of concerns about the riparian area 

there.  They gave it about another year to really look 

at it.  It looks like they're going to have to do that 

district superintendent closure. 

        But what does that mean?  For those of you 

familiar with that area, it's a very small riparian 

area.  It goes in between the upper and lower Last 

Chance Trail.  There is connectivity, especially between 

the lower Last Chance Trail and several other trails 

going through the park so that you can still get from 

one side of the park to the other.  But because of 

concerns about that riparian area and especially with 

the drought persisting, what they'll do is they'll just 

do, as small as they can make it, a closure of the 

Cudahy Camp, but they'll still provide the connectivity 

through the park. 

        If that persists -- the advantage of doing this, 
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by the way, is it also got them off their dead -- you 

know, they're -- they're stop to the General Plan.  So 

they will now be able to progress with their General 

Plan, which is really important.  That way we can 

enshrine a lot of those trails -- those Green Sticker 

trails that are there.  And if this closure of that 

riparian area continues, what we anticipate doing is 

trying to create connectivity with the upper Last Chance 

Trail through some other trails so that then you would 

be able to -- both sides of that lower Last Chance and 

upper Last Chance, you would have connectivity through 

the park. 

        A very sad event in -- in Parks.  On        

August 22nd, we lost District Superintendent Liz Burko.  

She was the district superintendent for North Coast 

Redwoods and Russian River District.  She was 

actually -- although she did not have any OHV in her 

area, she was a big supporter of -- of recreation.  I 

know I went up there to look at Tolowa Dunes when -- 

when she was there, and we had some good discussions.  

Great lady.  Thirty years of -- of service to the Parks.  

She's going to have a service that's going to be held on 

Monday.  And if you don't mind, if we could just do, in 

her honor, just a -- a moment of silence for her. 

        (Moment of Silence.)
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        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Thank you for keeping 

her in your thoughts.  Her -- her service will be at 

Armstrong Redwood State Park, 11:30, in Guerneville, 

California -- Guerneville.  I'm sorry.  Okay? 

AGENDA ITEM VI(D) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS - BUDGET

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  All right.  If you 

could now turn to Tab 9 in your budget -- in your book, 

we will look at the budget.  And Maria will be 

discussing that.  

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  Good 

afternoon, Commissioners, public. 

        The Budget Report is behind Tab 9 in your 

binder.  There's copies on the table if you guys want to 

look at it. 

        The '15/'16 Budget Act was signed by the 

Governor on June 24th, 2015.  The budget pays down debt 

and saves for a rainy day as it implements the first 

year of Proposition 2.  The budget increases spending 

for education, health care, support for the poor, 

provides drought assistance and emergency response. 

        While revenues are stronger, payment for debts 

and liabilities remain high priority for the State's 

Spending Plan, including loans from Special Funds. 

        For the OHMVR Program budget, there is one 

change since my last report in May.  Capital outlay 
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parties have been limited only to continuing projects 

and projects for protection of health and safety.  

Therefore, one additional project was approved for -- 

for the waterline expansion at Hollister Hills.  So 

there was a slight increase in the capital outlay 

budget. 

        As for loan paybacks, the OHV Trust Fund has had 

one payment in May in the amount of $10 million as of 

May 4th, 2015.  And another loan payment is scheduled 

for '15/'16 in the amount of $11 million. 

        That concludes my report.  And I -- if you have 

any questions -- so...

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Thanks, Maria. 

        So I was looking through our revenues, and I 

just had a question about our off-highway vehicle fees, 

Green Sticker, Red Sticker fees.  It seems like every 

year there's 17 million and there's not any fluctuation.  

I'm just wondering if that's an estimate or that's the 

actual number.  

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  That's the 

estimate.  In the first column, if you look on the 

budget, it will say the actuals.

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Okay.  

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  So I can 

show you how that works. 

241
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Okay.  And the same thing 

goes for the park entrance fees -- 

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  Yes. 

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  -- of 3 million?

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  Uh-huh.  

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Okay. 

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  We can get 

you actual details -- 

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Okay. 

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  -- on -- on 

those amounts. 

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I was just curious because 

of the change in the economy over the past couple years, 

it would seem to me that we'd see some increased 

revenues from vehicle registrations and things like 

that. 

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  Okay. 

        COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  So that was it.  Thank 

you. 

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  Uh-huh. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner.

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Maria, I wanted to -- in -- 

in Dave Pickett's comment, what's the possibility of 

increasing the health and safety budget?  And given that 

we've had a discussion about taking a look at ATV 
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safety, what -- what -- what would have to be done in 

order to increase that particular budget?  

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  For the 

local assistance for the Grants Program? 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Yes, for the Grants -- oh, 

I'm sorry, you know, I'm probably getting ahead on that. 

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  That would 

have to be legislatively changed in the statute.  

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Okay.  All right.   

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  So the -- so the 

percentages for all of the grants are in legislation 

right now, and the most recent being SB 742.  So at the 

sunset, there is a potentiality where we could go and we 

could change some of those percentages, understanding, 

though, that obviously there are -- you know, these -- 

these are collaborations of all the different interest 

groups.  So the restoration -- a lot of the folks in the 

restoration through all the non-profits that -- that we 

appeal to to try and get our bill passage.  So it's a 

compromise, but that obviously is something that we 

could take a look at doing. 

        And same -- same for the emergency funding, you 

know, that that's another opportunity for us.  But for 

right now, the grants are locked down, the percentages 

are locked down in the current legislation.
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        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  And when do you think we 

could have a discussion about that?  Would it be -- 

if -- if the Division is set to sunset in 2018, are we 

having a discussion about this next year?  When do we 

bring some of these topics up for discussion? 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Well, the topic of -- I 

think we have a sub-committee right now that is actually 

looking at 2018 sunset in the Commission -- or at least 

we had talked about that.  And I know that we just went 

to -- Ted and I just went through a meeting where we 

were starting to talk about that, what we do -- 

potential for a symposium, bringing in a lot of folks to 

talk about where we would go with that legislation.  

This time next year, basically, is show time.  This time 

next year, whatever we want to be in that new set of 

legislation will need to have been crafted and worked 

out.

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Okay.  Good to know.  Thank 

you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Villegas. 

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Just a clarifying 

question.  On the repayments for fiscal year 2014 and 

'15 and then '15/'16, can those -- are those funds 

already programmed?  

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  So the loan 
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paybacks, they just went back into the Trust Fund.  And 

so every year when we get an appropriation from the 

Governor's budget, that's what we use to spend.  So when 

the funds were paid back in May, those weren't 

programmed because they just went straight to the Trust 

Fund. 

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Okay.  

        And then when -- when I -- correct me if I'm 

wrong, but when we want to program those, we need to 

request approval for those -- 

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  Yes. 

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  -- through the 

legislative process? 

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  Yes.  

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  And right now it appears 

that they are not doing as much on capital outlay?  

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  That's 

correct.  

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Unless it's tied to 

health and safety?  

        MARIA MOWREY:  Correct.  

        COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Okay. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Slavik.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Question -- question, 

Maria, about the date of repayment on those two top line 
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items there, the 90 million and -- and the 22 million.  

What -- I mean what -- at what point do we find, you 

know, that we're going to get money back from them, 

repayment?  

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MOWREY:  Well, they 

stated -- for the 2010/'11 budget, they stated those in 

the Governor's Budget Acts.  The 2009 loan of            

22 million, the Budget Act that took that loan stated 

that the payment would be in '17/'18.  And the loan of 

$90 million, no payments were -- were stated in those 

Budget Acts that took that loan.  So...

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Yeah, what does -- what 

does that really mean?  

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  Right.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  So it -- when the 

Governor put out his budget last year, you remember he 

discussed the wall of debt.  

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Right. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  And he talked about 

down -- repaying the wall of debt.  So that was an 

intention.  So that's the Governor's intention.  But 

they only do the budget on an annual basis.  So his 

intention is to pay all of that down and to pay it all 

down by about 2018, 2019.  The reality of budget is they 

approve it on a -- you know that, they approve it on an 

246
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



annual basis and, you know, it's legislative executive 

compromise.  So we won't know, really, until -- when we 

get that other money until the new budgets come out.  So 

we'll be looking forward towards the budget to see.

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  You know, the reason I ask 

is it's the oldest line item here, 2008, 2009.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Right. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  And they paid back money 

that borrowed much later than that. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Yeah.  But they're -- I 

mean they're doing all of these special loans, they're 

paying back down.  I mean it's going across the board.  

So we're looking at our little piece of the pie, but I 

mean they're paying back Boating and Waterways, they're 

paying back -- I mean all of the different government 

agencies they're paying back.  

        ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF MARIA MOWREY:  And in 

'15/'16, they -- the planned payback special loan was 

3.1 billion, and they're actually going to be paying   

1.5 billion.  So the desire is to pay those loans, but 

they're only able to pay 1.5 billion. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  All right.  Anymore questions?

        Okay.  I think what we -- I'd like to do here is 

is see -- why don't we get through the grants and then 

take a break.  And then we can use our little restroom 
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break and then go from there.  Okay?  

AGENDA ITEM VI(D) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS -  GRANTS 

PROGRAM

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  George.

        GEORGE MACDOUGALL:  Good afternoon, 

Commissioners.  George MacDougall, OHMVR Division, Grant 

Administrator.  I'm here to give you an update on the 

Grants Program.  And the Grants Update sheet is under 

Tab 10 in your binders.  It has a little information on 

Project Agreement Time Extensions, Project Agreement 

Defaults, Regulation Changes, and the Recreational 

Trails Program, known as RTP.

        This year there's approximately $4.8 million 

available for the RTP program.  Deadline to submit 

applications is next Wednesday, September 30th.  We 

anticipate approximately 30 applications this year, 

which will be an all-time high. 

        The Regulations Package was sent to the 

Director's Office for review and approval, and the 

Division's waiting for final sign-off by the Director's 

Office.  Once we get that, the Division will then send 

the package to the Office of Administrative Law for 

final approval.  We hope to have the finalized 

regulations in place for the next -- start -- start of 
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the next OHV Grants cycle in January of '16. 

        The Grants staff recently met with the City of 

Portola, who intends to apply for a new Acquisition 

Grant Project to purchase property for the development 

of an urban OHV park and camping facility within the 

region of the City of Portola.  Currently it's in the 

county, but they intend to annex it.  Staff toured the 

site and thought it was a great project for the future 

and also in line with our urban park concept.

        Staff's also been in a discussion with Madera 

County, who also intends to apply for a new Acquisition 

Grant to purchase property for a new urban OHV park. 

        The City of Tehachapi has recently completed the 

CEQA process for their current development project for 

their urban OHV park, and they intend -- anticipate 

breaking ground this spring. 

        The Grants staff's been working diligently on 

finalizing the new project agreements and doing project 

site visits and working with grantees and closing out 

prior projects. 

        Very soon the staff will be gearing up for the 

new Grant cycle in January of '16. 

        This concludes my report.  Any questions?  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioners?  

        No, I don't believe we do.
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        GEORGE MACDOUGALL:  Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So why don't we go ahead 

and take just a -- like a ten-minute break and hit the 

restrooms and stuff, and then we'll come back in and try 

to finish the rest of this.  So...

        (Brief recess.)

        CHAIR CABRAL:  All right.  I'm going to 

reconvene here. 

        And before -- before Dan goes here, I believe 

Vicki has an announcement she needs to make for the 

record. 

        SECRETARY VICKI PEREZ:  Yes. 

        Pat Woods would like to make a public comment 

regarding issues of -- with the Inyo National Forest, 

2015 TAR and TAP.  It's noted, and it will be handed out 

to the Commissioners. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.

AGENDA ITEM VI(D) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS - SVRA 

GENERAL PLANS

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Dan Canfield, I see you at the 

podium. 

        DAN CANFIELD:  Hello, Commissioners.  Dan 

Canfield, OHMVR Division Planning Manager, presenting 

the report on the status of the State Vehicular 

Recreation Area General Plans.  You have a report in 
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your binder behind Tab No. 11, and there were still a 

couple of reports on the front table if anyone wanted to 

grab one.  It's thrilling reading. 

        A General Plan is the primary guiding planning 

document for a unit of the State Park system, like our 

SVRAs.  General Plans provide a framework of 

guidelines -- goals and guidelines that directs future 

recreation and resource management activities, as well 

as facility development.  The General Plans are required 

by State law before new -- new facilities are developed 

at a State park unit. 

        And just to draw a parallel, Garrett was up 

earlier, and there was a lot of conversation about 

Forest Plans.  And the Inyo National Forest has a Forest 

Plan.  Well, the General Plan is that level of plan for 

the SVRAs.  It's the highest level programmatic planning 

document, similar to the Forest Plan for the -- for the 

Forest. 

        These plans are designed to accommodate future 

implementation plans and discrete projects that are 

performed consistent with the General Plan.  That's -- 

that's the relationship to these high-level programmatic 

documents and on-the-ground projects. 

        The staff report you have provides an update for 

the active SVRA General Plan projects.  Also attached to 
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your report is a chart showing the status of the General 

Plans for all the SVRAs. 

        Excuse me.  The air is awfully thin up here. 

        The chart -- the chart indicates that several of 

the SVRAs are in the process of updating their General 

Plans.  And I'm going to highlight a couple of the 

projects, and keeping in mind the report has more 

detailed information. 

        Carnegie SVRA, located in San Joaquin and 

Alameda Counties, near the San Francisco Bay Area, for 

the Carnegie SVRA, the Preliminary General Plan and 

Draft Environmental Impact Report were published for 

public review back in April through June of 2015. 

        Response input from interested parties, 

agencies, and organizations was substantial with over 

1,000 comments received.  And there was a question 

earlier on the -- under the WEMO discussion on the BLM 

about what was the makeup of the comment pool:  Was it 

individuals -- and so I looked it up quickly over lunch.  

Just to kind of give you an idea that we had over 1,000 

comments on these Carnegie documents.  We received 

one -- 1 comment from a federal agency, 3 from State 

agencies, 15 from local agencies, 4 from Native-American 

tribal groups, 33 from organizations, and the balance 

was individuals.  Just kind of give you an idea. 
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        This -- this great outpouring of -- of comment 

and input is good news for the planning process because 

it will allow the planning team to refine and make more 

durable these documents.  The planning team is currently 

reviewing, analyzing and responding to all of those 

comments and also making edits to the documents as 

appropriate.  The goal was to have the Revised General 

Plan and the Final EIR ready for review at the first 

OHMVR Commission Meeting in 2016, and that is a date to 

be determined at this -- at this point. 

        We have a new SVRA General Plan Project starting 

up that I want to talk about, and that's for Hungry 

Valley SVRA.  Hungry Valley SVRA is located near the  

Los Angeles metropolitan area along Interstate 5 -- or, 

as they say in Southern California, the 5 -- near the 

communities of Gorman, Lebec and Frazier Park. 

        Hungry Valley is interesting in that it 

straddles three counties:  L.A., Kern and Ventura, and 

it's contiguous with the Los Padres National Forest 

to the -- primarily to the west, and the Angeles 

National Forest primarily to the east.  So there's a lot 

of stuff going on in this -- this special area. 

        Hungry Valley is part of the San Andreas 

District, which also includes Hollister Hills SVRA and 

the Eastern Kern County Onyx Ranch SVRA. 
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        The current General Plan for Hungry Valley, as 

the chart indicates, was adopted back in 1981.  The 

Division has begun the process to update the Hungry 

Valley General Plan, and the project is kicking off this 

month as we begin work with the General Plan consulting 

firm AECOM.  It's very exciting to have a new project 

starting. 

        Also, based on discussion from the May 2015 

Commission Meeting, and that was the one that was held 

in Sonora, at that meeting there was some feedback

from the Commission desiring more information on what 

are the costs associated with these General Plans.  So 

with a new project starting up, I thought it was a great 

opportunity to try to address some of those -- some of 

that -- provide some of that information.  So Attachment 

No. 2 to your report is a listing of the major tasks 

associated with the new Hungry Valley General Plan 

Project including the -- the estimated consultant budget 

per each major task.  With this new project starting, it 

provides the opportunity as we -- as I stand up here at 

future meetings and report on the progress of the 

planning effort, we will see how the costs track along 

with that.  So it's kind of meant to be a score card.  

So it will be a living document which will be brought 

back in future meetings to check progress. 
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        One note, a quick look at that, you may notice 

that under Task 1 there is a -- is a larger amount of 

budget.  And the reason for that is a lot of the 

activities under Task 1 are things that occur throughout 

the process, such as website design, implementation and 

updating and maintenance, the production of fact sheets, 

which are like newsletters to keep the public involved 

throughout the -- the multi-year project, team meetings.  

The Planning Team, which oftentimes consists of 

consultants, district staff, SVRA staff and Headquarter 

staff, we meet periodically.  So the costs of those 

meetings, travel and such, are also built into Task 1.  

So kind of keep that in mind when you look at it that a 

lot of those activities under Task 1 will run throughout 

the entire project.  When -- the contract wasn't 

developed to make this clear.  I kind of 

reverse-engineered this.  So stick with me on that, but 

my hope was that that will provide that cost information 

that I think is very important. 

        That's the end of my report.  Turn it back to 

the Commission. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioners? 

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Just one quick 

question.  So this is just the amount that goes to

the consultants; it's not necessarily staff costs that 
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are acquired?

        DAN CANFIELD:  That's correct.  These are just 

the consultant costs.  And, Erin, thanks for giving me 

an opportunity to tell something I meant to say,    

which -- but yes, these are just the -- what -- what we 

would be writing checks to AECOM -- actually, it's done 

electronically by somebody else, but -- it's the 

controller's job.  These are the "up to" amounts.  Our 

goal is to run an efficient project, and I want to come 

in under these budget numbers.  These are kind of the 

"up to" numbers, and it's part of the contracting 

process we go through to -- to evaluate these numbers.  

But my goal is to be efficient and do it under budget. 

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Great.  Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I think that would be it. 

        Thank you, Dan.

        DAN CANFIELD:  Uh-huh. 

AGENDA ITEM VI(D) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS - KERN 

COUNTY ONYX RANCH SVRA MANAGEMENT UPDATE

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Next we'll have Dan Canfield -- 

        DAN CANFIELD:  Wait a second.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  You look familiar.

        DAN CANFIELD:  Hello, Commissioners.  Dan 

Canfield, OHMVR Division Planning Manager, presenting an 

update on the Eastern Kern County Onyx Ranch SVRA 
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Management. 

        We have a report in your binders behind Tab   

No. 12.  There might be a couple left out on the table 

if anyone wants to grab one.

        The report provides you an update of the 

management actions since the new properties were 

acquired back in December of 2014.  I'm sure many of the 

Commissioners remember that the Commission visited the 

Eastern Kern County Onyx Ranch SVRA properties back in 

March of 2015.  I included an attachment to your report 

with a map that you guys probably have seen before.  And 

on this map it shows the parcels that were acquired.  

And I -- I do have a correction on this attachment.  At 

the bottom it still says " Proposed Eastern Kern County 

Acquisition"; it is now -- it's been completed.  So if 

you have a pen handy, please strike through the 

"proposed," and we'll get that fixed for any future 

presentations.  Sorry about that. 

        The subject parcels are shown in a rose color, 

and they're a mixed checker-board style mainly with BLM 

lands managed by the Ridgecrest Field Office.  We're 

looking at approximately 25,000 acres of -- of State 

Parks acquired lands.  There -- as I mentioned just a 

moment ago in a different report, the lands are managed 

by the San Andreas District along the Ridgecrest Field 
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Office and the Friends of Jawbone.  And I will say the 

State is extremely fortunate to have such partners that 

actually made this a turnkey operation as -- as we're 

getting our management actions geared up. 

        I would like -- I'd like to highlight one key 

item from the report, and that is the Phase 2 

Acquisition that we're working on.  The OHMVR Division 

is pursuing the acquisition of three additional parcels.  

These are commonly referred to as the Kelso Valley 

parcels.  And this potential Phase 2 Acquisition was 

identified in the Environmental Impact Report that we 

conducted to do the analysis on this.  And, actually, 

Figure 2.2 from the EIR, which -- the map looks very 

similar, I realize, but if I had a laser pointer I would 

indicate these purple -- the purple three parcels here 

are the -- the Phase 2 Acquisition we're pursuing. 

        The -- the goal of this acquisition is to 

consolidate the public land ownership to the extent 

possible on the western end of the property, which will 

help facilitate future planning efforts.  Having a large 

private end-holding would make things incredibly 

difficult looking forward.  So that was the concept 

behind this Phase 2 Acquisition. 

        The reason I'm able to tell you about it is that 

it was approved for site selection by the Public Works 
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Board back in August.  The Public Works Board's a State 

board.  It's made up of Caltrans, Department of General 

Services, and another agency.  And they approve -- the 

site selection is the first step in a two-step approval 

process.  And once the site selection approval was 

given, I was able to talk about it openly, and our   

real estate folks were able to negotiate with the -- the 

seller.  And that's what's going on right now. 

        That was the completion of my report on the Onyx 

Ranch Management. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Well -- 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Slavik. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Yeah. 

        Again, on -- the maps that we have here don't 

indicate that purple thing.  Is that the gray area that 

we're looking at on our maps?

        DAN CANFIELD:  Yeah, the -- I didn't have a map 

available beyond the EIR showing additional parcels.  So 

I just have the visual for now.  But it is -- the EIR is 

posted up on Division web site.  And I could get you a 

copy -- you know, get you a copy of it. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  No, that's all right.  I 

just -- just for information purposes. 

        Is that one section there?  

        DAN CANFIELD:  It's -- it's three parcels.  One 
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complete section and two partial sections.  It's about 

1,200 acres total, approximately. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  I think that's it.  Thank you, 

Dan. 

AGENDA ITEM VI(D) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS - 

LEGISLATIVE

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Next we'll have Tina 

Williams come up and talk about Legislative. 

AGENDA ITEM VI(D)(a) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS - 

CALIFORNIA AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION SUMMARY

        TINA WILLIAMS:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  

Tina Williams, OHMVR Legislation. 

        I notice that most of my reports are gone, so if 

anybody needs a copy, please see me. 

        I'd like to start with the California 

legislation located behind Tab No. 13. 

        In the Legislation Report today, you're going to 

have a two-parter.  I'm going to give you a brief 

summary of the California and federal legislation, and 

then the second part of the presentation, there's going 

to be a 2014 Sustainable Groundwater Legislation Report.  

Okay?  And they're both located behind Tab 13. 

        It's a very interesting time right now as the 

State Assembly and Senate Office, they have concluded 

their session for 2015.  All of the enrolled bills were 
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sent over to the Governor on September 11th, and the 

Governor has until October 11th to either sign, veto or 

do nothing with those enrolled bills. 

        We suspect that in our next Commission Meeting 

in October we're going to have a pretty in-depth report 

for you all on the California State Legislature, any 

bills that have passed. 

        Are there any questions about the California 

legislation process?  

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Doesn't look like it.  

        TINA WILLIAMS:  Okay.  I'm going to move on to 

federal legislation.  And I was very pleased to hear 

that I'll be adding another bill to my report in 

October.  But as far as we know today, there has not 

been any major action on any of the bills in the report 

for the federal legislation in my report. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Any questions?  Comments? 

        Okay.  Thank you.  

        TINA WILLIAMS:  Okay.  So now before Doug takes 

the podium, I'm going to ask you to turn past the 

division that has the golden rod under Tab 13.  That 

will start the next report. 

AGENDA ITEM VI(D)(b) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS - 

LEGISLATION - SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT

        DOUG RISBEITER:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  
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I am Doug Risbeiter.  I'm a Senior Environmental 

Scientist with California State Parks, and I work out of 

the OHMVR Division Headquarters. 

        The Commission, I understand, had sought some 

information about how the landmark legislation of 2014, 

the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, was 

affecting California State Parks.  And Sustainable 

Groundwater Management Act is a mouthful.  So for the 

rest of this presentation, we're going to refer to it as 

the water purveyors do, and that is as SGMA. 

        So SGMA and State Parks is -- well, SGMA itself 

was born out of three separate bills.  So the Act itself 

was three parts.  It can be found at one of the links 

that is described in the report that's in your packet.  

There was some clean-up legislation this year to refine 

just a few procedures.  It was relatively minor.  AB 78 

never made it out of committee.  AB 939 is one of those 

that Tina mentioned that was enrolled and sent to the 

Governor about two weeks.  And SB 13 was actually 

chaptered by the Secretary of State three weeks ago.  So 

those were minor revisions to the Act.  And if you look 

at one of the links that's online, you can find that in 

strike-out version. 

        But what's really noteworthy about this historic 

legislation is arguably one of the largest overhauls, 
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one of the biggest significant changes to California 

water law in a century.  It embodied four key 

principles.  I'm going to elaborate on these a little 

bit and then transition into how the Act is going to 

affect State Parks in the future. 

        First of all, the Act applies statewide, but 

only to specific areas that are in a designated 

groundwater basin.  The California Department of Water 

Resources defines groundwater basins, give science 

priorities to those defined groundwater basins.  And, in 

fact, SGMA only applies to those basins that are 

designated as being medium or high priority.  We have 

parks and they're on areas of California that are low 

and very-low priority basins, and the provisions of SGMA 

do not apply there. 

        One of the key principles of SGMA is that it was 

designed to allow local entities to create the solutions 

to their groundwater management problems.  The State 

action is only there for guidance, for development of 

the process, and for -- as a backstop, more for 

enforcement in cases where the local agencies don't 

fulfill the mandates of the Act. 

        The local agencies are in the process of being 

formed right now.  In some areas they're going to be 

existing water agencies or collaborations of existing 
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agencies.  There may be new Joint Powers Authorities 

created.  But if there is not a local entity that's 

stepping up to take this role of the Groundwater 

Sustainability Agency, the Act puts it upon the county 

to take that responsibility.  And then if the county 

fails, the State Board will ultimately intervene and 

impose the requirements of the Act at local expense. 

        The overview of the Act itself, it -- it 

contains a lot of definitions.  I'm going to go into 

just a couple of the terms that I think are relevant 

here today.  It describes the Act -- workability of the 

Act, and I've already summarized that.  Again, the 

local's role is the meat and potatoes of this.  The 

locals are going to establish a Groundwater 

Sustainability Agency.  That agency is going to have 

powers and authorities.  They're going to be able to 

request well operators in those areas to report on usage 

perhaps with meters to help pay for the development of 

plans, so on and so forth.  All that is going to be 

imposed by regulations.  I'll get to that in a moment. 

        The ultimate product that these local agencies 

are going to produce is a Groundwater Sustainability 

Plan or GSP.  And there's a page in your packet that 

shows some of the deadlines along the way. 

        The State's role is -- the first three bullets 
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in the State role are essentially those of the 

Department of Water Resources.  They're going to be 

revising basin priorities and boundaries.  They're 

providing technical assistance to the local entities, 

and they are the ones who are going to review these 

Sustainability Plans in annual reports and then refer to 

the State Water Board any localities that are deficient.  

And so that's that last bullet is the State 

intervention.  It's the rather unpleasant result if 

local compliance doesn't bring about sustainability.

        Now, sustainability is one of those terms that 

the definition is very important because sustainability 

is the -- is the goal of the Act, and that's sustainable 

management and sustainable yield of groundwater.

        One of the terms that is defined in the act is 

"undesirable results."  And obviously, I hope, 

undesirable results is something that those Groundwater 

Sustainability Plans are going to be drafted to avoid.  

"Undesirable results" include, but are not limited to, 

the six examples that are in the boxes here -- and 

there's not going to be a quiz on this, but everybody 

will probably recognize at least one or two of these, 

well, impacts of groundwater overdraft that occur in 

different parts of the State today.  Groundwater storage 

and lowering of wells is commonly reported, especially 
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during the drought.  Water quality degrades, especially 

in coastal areas where seawater intrusion into the 

aquifer has been measured.  Most people probably have 

heard of the land subsidence that's occurring in the  

San Joaquin Valley.  Those lands are losing elevation 

during this drought at a rate of a foot a year because 

of groundwater overdraft.  And I think one of the most 

significant undesirable results that has been codified 

in this Act is this is really the first time in 

California water law that impacts to surface water is 

being recognized as related to groundwater management.  

And the Act is directing these local agencies to 

consider that and to avoid that as they pursue 

sustainability. 

        This is -- this is the calendar I referred to.  

It's in your packet.  Again, it's a busy figure.  We're 

very early along the process, but it's front-loaded with 

a few key dates that I've summarized here on the next 

slide. 

        Right now DWR is revising those basin 

priorities.  They're in the process -- they're going 

through the OAL process of adopting regulations to help, 

first of all, to revise the basin boundaries and to 

prepare the procedures, develop the procedures that the 

local agencies are going to use for preparing their 
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plans. 

        These local agencies need to be identified, 

established and active by 2017.  And the very first 

Groundwater Sustainability Plans are due from those 

agencies by 2020 or 2022.  And the differences in those 

deadlines is these -- this first deadline is for those 

medium and high-priority basins that are -- already have 

been determined to be critical overdraft.  And then the 

local agencies have until 2022 to prepare and submit 

plans to DWR for those -- for other high and 

medium-priority basins. 

        The objective following some years of annual 

reporting between these two milestones is that by 2025, 

all high and medium basin -- high and medium-priority 

basins are going to be managed sustainable.  That means 

no continuing loss of groundwater elevation or seawater 

intrusion or reasonably surface water impacts.

        To begin the analysis of how this might affect 

California State Parks, we did a simple GIS Analysis of 

where the high and medium-priority groundwater basins 

are located in relation to where State Parks are 

located.  The map, which is in your packet, also 

contains a few of the -- well, contains the low-priority 

basins.  The very low ones are not depicted.  But just 

to kind of zoom it in to some areas of the State, you'll 
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see that Prairie City and Clay Pit, in the northern part 

of the State, are subject -- are in areas subject to the 

Act.  Same with Oceano Dunes on the Central Coast.  And 

Ocotillo Wells is an SVRA in the southern part of the 

State that's in a -- a medium-priority groundwater basin 

for which a Groundwater Sustainability Plan is likely to 

be prepared over the next few years. 

        Besides those, there's really a total of eight 

SVRAs.  I'll point out at this time that your map lacks

the Onyx Ranch property because our GS layer didn't have 

the location spot.  So that didn't show up on the print.  

But it is one of the eight SVRAs that are in designated 

groundwater basins.  The top six, basically, are in 

areas that are going to include development of the 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan, perhaps with an 

exception. 

        One of the ones that we're focusing on and that 

I think is worth putting on the radar screen is that 

Oceano Dunes is in a high-priority basin and it -- it's 

in the Santa Maria Valley Groundwater basin, which is 

more or less in Commissioner Perez's front yard.  It's a 

complicated one because it's been adjudicated, that is 

that it's managed by court decree.  And a cursory 

reading of the Act might lead you to believe that 

because it's an adjudicated basin, it's not subject to 
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the Act.  Well, reading a little further, there are 

sections of this basin that are not subject to the 

adjudication and, therefore, the law applies there.  So 

that's still going to remain for the local agencies to 

work out is how they're going to apply the Act to the 

sections of this basin where the Act applies that have 

not been adjudicated. 

        In the greater State Park system perspective, 

again, referring to the map that you have, there's 193 

of the roughly 289 State Park units that are within the 

designated groundwater basin.  And to give you an idea 

of the complexity and the number of stakeholders at the 

local level, this spans 40 different counties, still 30 

if you only count the high and medium basins.  There are 

58 discreet parks within high-priority basins, and 68 

discreet parks within medium-priority basins. 

        And that's kind of where the rubber hits the 

road with -- with respect to State Parks.  We've 

essentially identified two main issues that park 

managers should be considering as to whether they are 

stakeholders in this process or not.  But one is sort of 

an operations issue.  Will operations of wells in State 

Parks or wells that provide water supplies to State 

Parks be among those that are going to be regulated by a 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan in the future?  If so, 
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it would probably be advisable for State Park managers 

to remain abreast of, if not be part of that process. 

        As a resource management professional myself and 

because of that really significant undesirable result I 

mentioned, the surface water impacts, I've tried to ring 

the bell here on this second issue, and that is are our 

neighbor's operation of wells or water districts' 

operations of wells affecting surface water resources at 

State Parks?  Surface water resources at State Parks, as 

you probably know, support very sensitive habitat types, 

support sensitive including endangered species.  And we 

have a very good example.  We've been monitoring for 

twelve years down at Oceano Dunes where we have been 

ensuring that park operations and visitor activity there 

does not impact the surface waters of the Arroyo Grande 

Creek.  But we have noticed that water management in the 

area has very significant impacts to those surface 

waters within State Parks.  So if there's an opportunity 

there for State Parks to engage in that local process, 

this is one of the aspects of where that can provide 

some benefit to the resources that we protect. 

        And that concludes my report.  And I'm available 

for any questions. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioners?  

        Okay. 
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        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I -- I guess I'd have a 

question.  Prairie City in -- we know that there's 

residential development slated for around Prairie City.  

How does this kind of regulation affect, you know, the 

future of development?  

        DOUG RISBEITER:  Well, this specific Act only 

applies to the -- if that development includes 

groundwater or relies on groundwater for its supply.  

You know, there are other elements in the California 

Water Code which require the development of new housing 

developments new water consumption to be able to 

document a sustained supply.  I can't quote that section 

of the Water Code for you, but that's already been in 

code for a longer time. 

        The Act did amend the Water Code and the 

Government Code as far as regulation of groundwater, and 

that's really a first for California is to manage the 

groundwater at that very detailed local level. 

        LEGAL COUNSEL TOBIAS:  I'll just add, 

Commissioner, that all those developments are now 

required to have a Water Supply Study done before 

they're approved.  So their EIRs for those projects all 

cover that.  Those cities along the American River have 

pretty good water rights, and so -- although, there is 

some contention about that amount of growth out there, 
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it did have to analyze the water supply for those 

projects.  You may disagree with them or anybody may 

disagree with them, but they have been analyzed. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Perez. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Yeah, I just wanted to let 

you know we're not going to give you our water.  Sorry.  

Santa Maria is not going to hand it over willingly. 

        But this -- so I just want to make sure that I 

understand.  So you're saying that the court decree can 

override any local water-planning decisions?  Is that 

what you're saying? 

        DOUG RISBEITER:  No.  Actually, what I was 

saying is at the -- at the very first level within the 

language of the Act, there are a little over 20 -- 23 or 

26, maybe -- maybe close to 30 specific groundwater 

basins in California that are written in to be exempt 

from SGMA, except for areas within that groundwater 

basin that are not subject to the adjudication. 

        Now, the adjudication in the Santa Maria Valley 

Groundwater Basin covers three management areas.  The 

northern management area is called The Five Cities 

Management Area, and that overlies Arroyo Grande Creek 

in the area of Oceano Dunes.  Your town of Santa Maria 

is at the southernmost of those three management units.  

But the -- there are holes within The Five Cities 
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Management Area where participants have not signed on to 

be part of the adjudication.  And based on experts in 

the field that I've talked to and their opinion is 

because of the complexity of the way that's interwoven, 

even in these adjudicated basins, there are still going 

to be stakeholder involvement on the part of those 

adjudicated parties to manage groundwater cooperatively 

in those basins. 

        There's a lot of work here for lawyers and 

consultants because that, I would say, vagary in the Act 

was not one of the things that was addressed by the 

clean-up legislation.  So we're still actually waiting 

to see how the City of -- The Five Cities Area and the 

managers of that Five Cities Management Area are 

actually going to react and to respond to the 

requirements under SGMA. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  When are they getting 

notified?  

        DOUG RISBEITER:  They should be in the process 

now of trying to decide amongst themselves how they are 

going to respond and -- and if they are going to name 

themselves as a Groundwater Sustainability agency.  And 

they're doing that based on their legal advice, which I 

am not a party to. 

        COMMISSIONER PEREZ:  Okay.  Thank you. 
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        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I believe that's it as far 

as the questions. 

        Oh, no, I'm sorry.  I'm sorry.  I looked up and 

I didn't see you.  Okay.  Go ahead. 

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Just wanted to say 

thank you so much for the presentation.  And I know it's 

going -- going to be a long implementation timeline.  So 

just important for us to keep this on our radar as it 

continues to be implemented.  So thank you. 

        DOUG RISBEITER:  I would be happy to provide any 

additional information at your pleasure.

        COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Great.  Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Sorry about that. 

AGENDA ITEM VI(D) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS - LAW 

ENFORCEMENT

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Next we have the Law 

Enforcement.

        Oh.  And before we go here, I just wanted to 

make a -- a quick announcement that Commissioner Lueder 

is going to be leaving at 4:00.  So if everyone sees him 

kind of stand up and leave, he's -- you're not boring 

him to death; he's just got somewhere he has to be. 

        Go ahead. 

        MARK HADA:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  I'm 

Mark Hada, Visitor Services Manager for the OHMVR 
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Division Headquarters.  I'm here to provide the Law 

Enforcement Public Safety Report, which should be at  

Tab 14.  And I don't know what its status is out there. 

        California-based law enforcement agencies 

receive a non-competitive grant annually from the OHMVR 

Grants Program.  Site visit information for these grants 

will be available on the OHMVR web site beginning in 

2016. 

        Rubicon deployments.  Two law enforcement teams 

assisted the Forest Service, Placer and El Dorado 

Counties, by conducting patrols over the Labor Day 

weekend in conjunction with the Cantina on the Con 

Event, which is a Rubicon Trails Foundation fundraiser 

held at the Loon Lake Spillway.  There were 

approximately 565 public contacts, only 28 of which 

ended up being law enforcement related.  Additionally, 

the Outreach Team had a booth at the event and had 

nearly 100 additional contacts with the public at that 

point.

        Hungry Valley rangers working at the new Eastern 

Kern County property were recognized for their efforts 

in support of the manhunt for the murder/kidnap suspect 

in the Jawbone area by the Kern County Sheriff in a 

formal letter.  I don't know if you've seen that or not. 

        Pacific Crest Trail update.  While we received 
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permission from the -- the Resources Group -- the -- the 

Wind Resource Management Group to install two additional 

kiosks at -- regarding the PCT, the site selections that 

we had were not approved by their Environmental Team.  

The -- it turns out there were a lot of cables running 

under the area, and additionally they were concerned 

with some slope stability issues.  So the business 

manager there, the on-site manager agreed to personally 

work with us and come out to find agreeable sites for 

them and us. 

        The U.S. Forest Service hosted a workshop on 

recreation and the Pacific Crest Trail on August 19th.  

The OHMVR Division was represented by staff and 

Commissioners at the event.  And I believe there was 

going to be some additional discussion on this. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Do you want to put -- pull 

the slides up? 

        Okay.  So first off, I -- I -- Commissioner 

Patrovsky and I went to this meeting.  And like it    

was -- we talked about briefly the -- I think the mood 

of the meeting, what we were accomplishing was to -- is 

to build relationships and start agreeing on, you know, 

the fact of -- that we're outdoor recreationalists and 

we want us to -- need to start working together, and 

then, from that point, working on the items that were 
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maybe more difficult to deal with. 

        So one of the items that I've been pressing 

personally for a while, and it also came up in the 

meeting, was the signage on the Pacific Crest Trail.  

Now, being a nearly life-long OHV'er, I'm used to seeing 

rather extensive signage, and I was, I think, kind of 

surprised at the level of signage, the quality and how 

much on the Pacific Crest Trail. 

        So these photos here are a couple I've taken.  

This is on Highway 3 up in Northern California where the 

Pacific Crest Trail crosses on -- near Scott Mountain.  

It's actually at the Scott Mountain Summit.  The area is 

also used as a snowmobile launch area when there's snow 

and up in this area.  There's wilderness on the west 

side of the road, and on the -- the east side of the 

road is where the people recreate.  The parking lot's on 

the west side of the road, though.  So they cross the 

street, then they go up there.  But if you notice, the 

first sign is the one that's saying it's the Pacific 

Crest Trail.  The second one is the actual trail itself 

going off in the distance on the east side of the road.  

There's no -- I mean there is a sign there.  There's a 

"No motorcycle or no bicycle or ATV" sign, but it's far 

back up on the trail.  It's not out in the front where 

it should be noticed.
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        The next slide. 

        Okay.  So the upper picture is the kiosk and the 

marker sign for the Pacific Crest Trail.  This is right 

at the parking lot where people are unloading their 

snowmobiles and going across the road.  The Pacific 

Crest Trail there is not being used by the hikers.  

They're walking on the road, on the left side of that 

photo that's hard to see in the shadows, and they're not 

using the actual trail itself. 

        The kiosk there does not show the wilderness 

area, doesn't have a boundary on it, effectively.  And I 

observed people in four-wheel drive pick-ups driving 

through the area into the -- what I assumed was the 

wilderness area.  There's a also a campground nearby.  

There was quite a bit of confusion. 

        The bottom signs are -- this is down in the 

Redding area -- or, excuse me, in the Dunsmuir area on 

I-5.  And that's an example of the sign on the 

right-hand side that has the Pacific Crest Trail logo, 

it has the hiking and a horseback logo, and then it has 

the three motorized -- or mechanized ones that are 

saying that you can't use them.  And that's the sign 

that we -- I'd like to see, you know, posted more 

prominently. 

        The next one. 
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        Okay.  This is -- this is the view-scape, and 

this is, you know, the -- this is something that's 

coming up in the planning.  This is the Pacific Crest 

Trail.  It's -- that's Interstate 5.  And this is a 

blocking device so you can make sure that they can't go 

through with any type of vehicles.  It's for hiking 

only.  So this is literally right off an off-ramp, and 

the trail goes underneath the road there.  And it runs 

parallel to the -- the interstate on -- on each side 

there for a bit.  So...

        I think that's all my photos.  Correct?  

        So I just wanted to kind of -- the reason I 

wanted to bring this up is, is that there's areas 

that -- the trail runs through many different parts of 

California, and it can run through -- obviously, it can 

be underneath an interstate.  It runs along aqueducts, 

and it goes through many different areas.  And what came 

out of this meeting, I thought, one of the important 

things was to have notification to the hikers when they 

were leaving -- this here is an -- obviously you're    

in a -- kind of in a -- in an area that's -- you know, 

there's humans around; they're in their cars and such.  

But to come out of a wilderness area where they may have 

been in a wilderness experience for -- for -- for hours 

on end and then to walk into a multi-use area -- 

279
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

Phone  916-492-1010        Fax  916-492-1222   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



mutli-use-managed area, you walk into that, and you 

can't tell the difference when you first walk in.  And 

it could be a half mile, a mile or two in and there's an 

OHV trail crossing.  And if the person that's hiking the 

trail isn't aware of it, they become -- you know,     

they -- they -- oh, there's an OHV that's not where 

they're supposed to be.  Well, they are allowed there.  

So I think Garrett alluded to it earlier, also, but this 

is an area, I think, that we're looking at for 

improvement as far as the experience level for the -- 

the -- the hikers but also to be able to eliminate a 

little bit of the conflict with the Pacific Crest Trail 

users. 

        So I feel like we're getting some places with 

this, with some of the discussions after the meeting 

I've had with the PCTA and the higher-up management 

staff on -- with them.  And there's been a commitment on 

their part to actually do some boots-on-the-ground work 

down in they Paiutes area and also any other areas that 

might be a little contentious to see what can be done to 

better fit the experiences of each type of 

recreationalist.  So I just wanted to report that at 

this time. 

        Any questions? 

        Okay.  
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        MARK HADA:  This concluded my briefing. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Okay. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  That's it.  And public 

comment now, I think, Chair. 

AGENDA ITEM VI - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS - PUBLIC 

COMMENT

        CHAIR CABRAL:  So next thing we're going to have 

is public comment on the Deputy Director's Report. 

        And the first person up will be John Stewart.

        (Commissioner Lueder departed the proceedings.)

        JOHN STEWART:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  

John Stewart, California Association -- Four-Wheel Drive 

Association. 

        I appreciate the reports and the updates here.  

The one thing I'm kind of looking for, I did not hear, 

is what is the status of the Ocotillo Wells and what is 

the status of the Flat-tail horned lizard.  These are -- 

you know, Ocotillo Wells General Plan is very important, 

and the newly -- or the -- the Flat-tail horned lizard 

is something that has come up and is now starting to 

impact the recreational opportunities with events being 

canceled.  I'd like to point out that these events 

within the SVRAs, which were set aside for motorized 

recreation, events being canceled there is impacting the 
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financial bottom line because these -- these events do 

kick money back into the SVRAs and into the program.  So 

I'd appreciate having an update on that. 

        Thank you.

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Chair, if you don't 

mind, I can talk real quick on that, please. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Negotiations ongoing 

with Fish & Wildlife.  We're trying to allow the 

operations in the park.  As you know, this one-year 

temporary listing has put severe restrictions on what we 

can and can't do.  Until we can resolve that with Fish & 

Wildlife and come up with either an Interim Take Permit 

or something close, we're even restricted from doing 

what we're -- the regular maintenance tasks in the park.  

So this is absolutely at executive level.  It's 

realized.  We know that it's putting a profound impact 

on the public.  It's also having a great impact on the 

land.  The only thing I can tell you is be patient.  

We're trying to get this thing pushed through. 

        Thanks. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Ed Waldheim, followed by 

Mike Johnston.

        ED WALDHEIM:  Three issues -- Ed Waldheim.

        Mr. Conlin, at Last Chance Canyon, are you 
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telling me I cannot go from Last Chance Canyon from the 

north to the south to get up back to Garlic Road and 

come in from the BLM meeting?  In other words, we have a 

corridor that you could put in.  We're not in Cadahy.  

It's off on the bank.  Last Chance Canyon is in the 

middle.  I don't want to use my time up on that one.  So 

I'd like to get -- 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We'll pull out a map 

when we get done and we can talk.  

        ED WALDHEIM:  Okay.  Okay. 

        On the water issues, I've gone through the water 

issues there because we have a lot of problem with the 

water in Cantil.  We have one well that Karl has.  We 

only have two toilets we can use.  So I got myself 

involved with California City, and they have the 

Integrated Water Management Plan so -- that -- that -- 

that they're working from.  What is it called?  I keep 

forgetting.  God.  It's called Water Waste Management 

Agencies.  Anyway, there's a whole plan -- and I don't 

know if you guys have it, and your superintendent should 

really be part involved in that.  Because the whole 

State of California is broken into -- they have the -- 

it's broken into twelve zones.  And there's twelve zones 

that you have, and you've got to find out which of those 

zones do you belong onto because you need to make sure 
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that the superintendent becomes involved with the water 

agency, with the city or the county in that agency; 

otherwise, you will be left out.  And so this is a -- 

very, very key. 

        So we in Jawbone, Cantil and the -- the Fremont 

Valley, we are part of it.  And I'm on the agenda and 

I'm on -- in -- in -- in that thing to make sure we 

cover our bases.  So I want to make sure you guys know 

about that. 

        Plus, there's millions of dollars available for 

the agencies to help you to resolve your water issues.  

And I don't know if you saw that or not, but that's a 

whole -- that's a whole planning on that.  

        Okay.  On the budget, I put on your table -- I 

put on your table a sheet that looks like that with the 

budget that I had from 2006.  The total program for the 

State of California is $47 million.  That hasn't changed 

much -- without SVRAs, $47 million.  I didn't have 

enough big packets to give out, but you can see the 

idea.  I gave you samples of what the California   

desert -- what each office spends.  You can see the 

small point.  Why am I bringing this up?  We continue to 

give money away to the agencies.  The Forest Service 

now, 52 percentage of their budget is now to fire; it 

used to be 17 percent.  Who's going to pay for it?  
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We're going to lose that budget.  They're going to pin 

more on us.  And I think it's really important -- and 

I've been working with Six -- and Martha with that.  

You've got to ask them, What is your program?  How much 

are you spending in that area?  You're the banker.  What 

are you spending?  Where do you get that money from?  

Adventure Pass, fee money, appropriated dollars.  Oh, 

you get all of that?  Then let me help you what's left 

over to be done.  We're not a bank.  We can't continue 

to give and to give and not have any results.  We saw 

with the Travel Management Plan, we gave them          

$4 million and $12 million, what did we get for it?  So 

I think we need to be a little bit more sharper looking 

at what the history is of what each one of these areas 

to make sure when we provide money that, hey, they 

really need it and it's to our benefit, especially in 

this budget era, especially the Forest Service of what 

they're going on to. 

        Thank you. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

        Okay.  Mike Johnston.  I believe he's left. 

        Dave Pickett.  

        DAVE PICKETT:  Dave Pickett, District 36. 

        Kind of hard to follow Donald Trump.  Thought we 

might need a giggle at the end of the day.
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        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You'd better take that as 

a compliment.

        DAVE PICKETT:  We're not complimenting Ed. 

        You didn't know he was your brother? 

        Okay.  I've got a couple little things.

        Dan made a -- a report on the Eastern Kern 

County Onyx Ranch.  I had a question where it says 

there's a Livestock Grazing Permit.  Since it's a permit 

not a questionnaire, does that facility get to retain 

income, or does it go to the Trust Fund?  You don't have 

to answer.  Just -- I don't know.  It's just a -- a 

question.  

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I'll describe it later. 

        DAVE PICKETT:  The only reason I brought it us 

is because we got royalties at Prairie City from the -- 

that deal.

        Another one -- where was that.  Excuse me one 

second. 

        Grants Cooperative Agreements Report, but I 

think Dan did that one. 

        RTP funding, isn't the program, the money we get 

from the federal -- two-thirds goes to non-motorized, 

one-third goes to motorized in California only?  And if 

that is correct, can we get more of that now for our 

Urban Parks Program that we're trying to expand?  It 
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seemed to me that we wouldn't have to use all the OHV 

money for that, and we would eligible for that other 

two-thirds that we've always shared with others. 

        And this one's kind of convoluted, but the -- 

the fire that was at Carnegie did not start at Carnegie.  

It did not start with the other -- the adjacent 

landowner.  But my understanding is a tremendous amount 

of fencing was destroyed.  We have a "good fence" 

neighborhood cost-sharing in this State, I believe.  So 

I would like Carnegie to only have to pay half, and the 

adjacent landowner pay the other half and save a few 

hundred thousand dollars.

        Thank you.  Have a nice Commission great day. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  How many years do you 

want to wait for that grant? 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Right? 

        Okay.  Did you want to address the grazing thing 

now, or do you want to do that privately with -- with 

Dave? 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We're -- we're still 

negotiating the grazing.  Here's -- here's the guidance 

I gave the staff:  It is a traditional use of that land.  

We do receive some great benefits from it from 

the particular grazer out there because there's some 

road-maintenance requirement, there are fencing 
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requirements, there are -- he does some land management.  

Our intention would be to create a -- a grazing program 

that takes great care of the land, that does everything 

it's needed to without incurring both a large cost to 

the grazer, and it's not primarily a revenue-generation 

program like you see in some of the other State parks.  

So -- but we're still negotiating with the grazer. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Commissioners, do we have 

any comments on the public comment we just heard? 

        No? 

        All right.  Well, I believe -- oh, I have -- I 

believe Gary Martini left, but I just want to 

double-check. 

        Gary Martini?  Yeah, he took off. 

        Okay.  Well, I want to close this off with just 

a couple of quick comments. 

        First off, I -- I want to go over again with the 

OHV Division staff, I just really appreciate the efforts 

that were put into this.  I know it's difficult right 

now.  And you guys have done a fabulous job.  This was a 

great tour.  And myself, as the Commissioner, I really 

appreciate the support that I get from the staff.  And 

it's a pleasure working with you guys.  So thank you 

very much. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Well, we appreciate, 
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too, a very engaged Commission.  And we also appreciate 

great public participation.  It was tremendous to see 

the convoy out there.  Gave me some flashbacks.  But to 

see that long convoy of the public out there in the 

desert and out on the hills and everything looking at 

what we're doing.  That's how we keep engagement.  

That's not always the case.  We don't always get our 

Commissions with that level of support.  So it's really 

nice to see that out there. 

        We're going to be in Prairie City next, Folsom 

area.  Highly encourage everybody who to be there.  

Unique.  We're going to be doing that in conjunction 

with our friends at -- at NOHVCC -- yeah, I always -- I 

get -- I'm acronym tied right now.  INOHVAA, NOHVCC, you 

know, but we're going to be doing it in conjunction with 

them.  That should be pretty cool.  And we're going to 

have the -- the Director of Parks is going to join us 

for that one. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes, that's going to be -- it's 

pretty nice to have the Director of Parks.  And -- and 

we're also looking to put together a -- a pretty deep 

list of VIPs as far as on the political side.  So 

hopefully we'll -- we'll get some turnout there. 

        So with that, I'm wondering if anyone would like 

to make a motion to adjourn this meeting.
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        COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I'll make a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. 

        COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I'll second it.

        CHAIR CABRAL:  We're going to need a roll call 

vote on that, aren't we?  No?  It's just the -- do we 

need a roll call vote on adjournment? 

        LEGAL COUNSEL TOBIAS:  No. 

        DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We're done.  Thank you.  

Great. 

        CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  We're done.  

(The hearing was concluded at 4:05 p.m.)

---oOo---
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